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The Commission vs. Denemin-
atlanaismi.

T.tKNOWI.iS.

The great commission given by Our
Lord te bis Aposties, ta disciple ail the
nations, is surîouinded by the grandes:
evenis chat mark flic world's hiscory,
and ks placed amnid a settirf cf gospel
(aets unequaled for sublimit>' andi ira.
portance in the whole Bible. Indeed,
thraughi the commission was devclcpcd
the gospel syscrni cf s3lvation, And
reveaied ta mnan the way et lire in
Christ JesuI. Its conn&ction wiîh ail
the gospel facts is se intimate, that it
cannot be separûteti [rom thein, andi
together tht>' (ciai the centre group of
the whele gospel systeni. le la hiàhIy
important, tiierefore, tbat lte relation
cf abese tacts andti rutbs an eacb ailier'
shauld bc understcod, in erder ta A
ciear comprchenslon of ehecornmission
1 opine that thc want cf a Correct
underxtanding right hert bas been the
ô/uqir of the secîgrian werld. Titis
is' tee piainly seen in the numerous
theories and mniochevicus practie ocf
denomninatienaiisin, tit ciasht with the
plain, simple trutits of the grand coin
mission cf Jesus Christ.

And now that we May geL those
before us in tiieir logîcal aider, Iei us
reai lte wb»Ie commission, according
te thet new revision, as given b>' the
-tour Evangists.

MAnîoiEw's record (xxviii.s8o)
rmais : Il And Jeans came te theni and
spake unto ahern, saying, ail- authcrily
bath been given tinto e nl heavai
andi on'eaieh. Go ye, îherefcre, and
niaie disciples cf ail the nations,
baptluing tem inta the turne o! te.
Futher, and ef the Son, sud cf the

* l> Spirit, teachîng them te observe
ail Ihinga uhaîscever I cenîmanded
)ou : andi le, 1 arn whhl ynu aliay,
even unie te end cf the world."

* faKm tendits: "And lie naid unio~
lego )e into ail the warld and

preaci tht gospel te the wholecrtation.
Hethabt bclieveth andi a baptiser! ali
be saveti; but ie lta: dibeiieveth shall
be conidemned. Andi these signa sai
fallonw tbemi tint belleve : iu an>' naine
shait ttc> cast out demons ; lthe> shall
speak with ncw tengues ; tht>' shail
taile op serpents, and if tht>' drink an>'
deadl>' thiug, it %hall ti no wtite hurt
them ; tht>' ihall la>' hantis on <lhe tick

* anid they. Shrait recover." (Ch. xvi.

LUica records: "TI'ren epencti he
their aminc, tbat tht>' anigbt under-'

Stand the &triptures; and ha naid uite
thems: 'Thus %t is written, that the

* Christ ,hould suifer, and rite again
fram the dead the third day ;and that
repentance and rcmnissionof sins siould
Lt preache in lu is mne tinte ail the
nations, bcgitining [foin Je:usalem.
Ile are witnesses cf titese titings. And
belîiod, 1 sendi forth the promise af i>
Fathier upori yeu ; but tarry ye in the
city, uneil Ile bc clothed with power
fretn on higit." (Cli. XXIV. 45-49.)
join says: "esus therefore said ta

theon again, îcacc be tinte yen%. as n>'
Father bath sent me even se, seuti 1 you.
Andi when hoe badl aiti ibis, ho breathcd
on tem, and sath uie tem, receive
yc the Heoly Spirit; whosesoever lins
ye forgive, tht>' arc fgiventiunte theni;
whesesoever tinn yc tétain, they art.
retained.Y (Ch. xx. 21.23.)

Ai fivil sigh: te four record, Stem
te) duffer somiewbat, but a careful
analysis of the comemission will showr
tint there is a perfect harmonyof ideas
expittstd, and ,will Sive a more correct
view cf the logical erder and connet.
tien of lis varlous parts.

i. lie tirst In aider, as Weil as i
isw>' tante, it the tupneme authonVty
aàd ft'ni1 of Jeanul himai!l, as te

foliow~ing wvill show. 'Matiew's Stâte.
nient i Il "AUauthoity ha liben given
uie ie j»i heaven anti on cardi.",« Go
'ye therefore, andi tiae disciples oi ait
'the nations," 'fahig thent te
observe ail thîings whatever 1I tonmand
you.",1 L(afan r//inwaet/en
unie tire end cf te world." Mark
records: Il Go e lireaci th.~ gospkel te
the w/soi0e taion." 41'lie thal dis.
bolievet ssa/I te cond'eimnned" "h I
mnainemm shail tht>' ctir out demits,"
etc. L.uIe expresses thc saine idea,
tums: IlAndi that repentance anti se-

lieholti, I tend forts te promitse cf ni>'
Factie tpon yOU.' John tesaifies:
1- As the Latiier baih sent me, men sol
rend i y1 . Fe ylmi"

Tend ni>' sîecp."
2. '['bis anniouncement is tollowedj

vriîi the commani te the aposties,
autherizing thent ta Jreath the gie/
andi leac the nations Le ecept itis~
reign. 'bus MNat., ' Go y. thiteeore
anti mafl r/lin?!»s cf aIl the nation-,
hapîiiing titei, etc." ' fleaehingîheni
ta observe ail thingq, etc." Mlark: " Go
ye ie ail/the venld, andi trenh Ise gos.
A/lia the whole citation." Wbile Luire,
recard is, IlRepentante ant erission
et sins rfuti 1,e<5 pree/ Eein b is ne me
L.nte ail the itions," etc. ' Ye art wit-
tnt:e cf test titingu." Alnd in Acis,
£ 8, ilAnd ye s/sail be my cv':lne n o
lte utterînost parts of the ctrth. Anti
John ulters the uaie ii, "lEven se
send I-vou."

j. The cemmanti te l.Go preaci."
is accemnpnit wih the promise of
divine power, the Hol' Spirit, anti thte
Savlour's presence; titus, Mati., " Andi
Ia, lunv ein// )w o/n'a>', even canie the,
endi' of the woend."1 In Mark, it ki
stateti, IlAnd chose signas t$hal> fallow
thent ctait believe, [n Tt> naime shah'
tht>' cat! out dentons, spaÀ witlî new
langues la>' bonds on the -sick, and'
t/se> s/soU niever." I.uke recorda, '
senti forth tte pronise of niy Fatier
sipon yûu ; but tari>' yu in the ciîy,
uni il y e l ot/set <où/s werfromi on
Aigh." In Acts, itc chargeti tem net
10 dcrpan fient )erusaleni, but te wuait
for l'Brmsef/Fter"t."ua
ye s// & Âapt-.:d in Ohi I/o/y S/r

not tian>' days h-ne." IlBut y shaff
recdiveowemr when the lie»' Spirrtfl
corne upc>. you." (Ac:s I. 4. s, 8.>)
White John sinip>' sayst: "IlAnd when
lieai iîadid titis, lic breatheti on tlîcm,
andi saith tinte theni, reeeye t/seAloly

4. Tîteir Mission was univemnil
"Mire disciph s ut ail t/se nations"

(Mlact.>. "Go yc ie ail I/se tvorid a -
preacli the gospel te the n'd1ea 'n
(Mark>. "'And that repentance anti
remnission a! sins shauld bc preccbd iu,
bis ntarre unie ail thse nations " (IUk->.
IlV IPosesoenr sins l >c 'rgive, <bey are,
<orgivest utit im:. lP/mo tevp sin%
yc retaiu, tht>' are recaîncd,» (John).'
Thus, through thc proclamation ef the
gospel of puace te>' were te cenquer'
the nations fer -Jesus Christ, for ail
tinte, ', Even unie the endi et tue'
worI. »

5. The gospel île>' were te ptociaiîn,
eonsists ef "adis, precepts, or dutits,'
anti promises" Thfai are titret in
number, (t> the bath cf Jesus, <i)
bishutiae!ant (1) bis resurrecton; as
tersel>' given b>' the Apestie ini s Cor.
av. 1.4. Luit pives tits titrec tacts :
IlThus il is whritten, that the Christ
îAhould sufer and rite, a/an /ron the
deati the tird day." 'fhi precepta or
dueies cornranded Are, (t> "F in
the Chrtist, (a) RepAentance, enti (1)
Ratdsiv. I Mark givns the tirs: and
las: ot thete: *"llie t tieneth anti
is btpiied shlait e saved.» !aikt
gives the second; "lAni that rert.
once andi remissien cf sins sheuld bc
preachei In Hi, natte." And Niai.

:hcw nmention% the lait, anti conipltîing
aci of obedience in flice preccs af
turning te the Lord, the cîhor two le.
mng undersicoti, thuis: $,Andimake
disciples of ail the nations, btaptising,
tht,,: intotbe naie," etc. Vthepronikesr
c likewisle diatte, (a) ",Renis/ton of

tins (2> ileirsi (3) tîradg«.
'l'liefit of these <s cartaîncd :n filie

words 1'I le that bieveth anti is bap.
tirel àhuil te ravtd." Aun t i Lke's
statenîent, IlRepentance anti remniusion
of tint should bc precachcd in bis
Siame." White John expressesi the

atem." The promise of hoirship is
fouhd in the language of SbtIhew,
bapîiAiîg them me thse naime of cte
Fathor andi et the Son andi of tho flaI>
Spirit." 1: wili bc readil>' sten, shat
lieirship, there'ation expressei b>' " iet
the natte,» etc., is alio the roceptinn cf
the Hol>' Spirit, ani tit the onc
canne: Le witheut lte - tuer, se Paul
uays, (la iv. 6, IlAnd because ye are
sons, Ced sent.forth the Spirit cf bis
Son itut our hecarts, crying, AbUa,
Filler." And tirât tItis às "Tue Spirit
cf adoption" <Romans viii. 15>. so in
Acts il. jS, Il Repent ye anti bc bap.
tited eve ri et fu In tht naie of
Irsiîs Chri:t, uie the remissien of
your sins, andi ye shrait rtceive tht gm/t
of Mhe I/o/y SPûrit." But furtitor, tht
possession cf heirahip secureti the gift
ef A/Verral i 'l Ba$Igising aIent into,
the nptne "o n allier, Son, anti Ro>'
Spirit birings cte lauglit inA' the c/aionm.
sA.? o/ chtldnni of Cod, tu whom are
given "lthe Spirta « adoption, whcreby
we 'eh>, Ahi,,, Faaher.' But ;again,"1 If
children, thien Adnr,- /ars o/-ad, anti
;tolnti-hdrs wlh Chrst" (Rom. viii. r11).
Andi in stili eloser. connection witit the
giving of the commission is the mtate.
mient Of John (xy- si>," IlIut-theie are~
written, abat yt ffia> be!ieve tint JeMSs
(i thiêChriX, the Sen br GCed anti tht
helieving ye oae> honr i/et li bis naine."
Now, ail tItis i5 intplied in the staeunent
in NMlrk, xvi. téi, *1 But he abat diste-
hitA %hallh hot ndded.» Dishelief
is tht comjîiiec rojveîo'n cf Jesus
Christ. Il ks the uw»S cf fgil, toet.
once, confession, lmqtism, anti Christian
/ile anti in the alite o! condeninat'cn
tere is neitit :r for,,tenes noer eternai
40, for Il Ha that obeyetit net tilt Sn
shahl not ste «f, but the vratb cf Gcd
abideili un bum." (John fii 36,) In
tIc An:s part oif titi verse iiaiîly,
Il ietchat &iilew/k on the Son haïh
eè'er'mal «sf4," vet have the olposite cf
r/uselet given in Mark [fence the
promise of eternal lire ta ail 'vIte ate
believers as opposet e the disbelleving
in Mlark xvi. a6, la closel>' irnpiied.
Tht promise% then, of the gospel lte>'
vert cenîmaatded ta preacli, are, pardon
cf pabt sîns, heli/up and the gift et Lt
El>'t Sphit, andti enual lite. 'l'liei

gospel emnbraces, therefore, tacts for
eut belle, precepas for our ob)c&ellzce,
andi promises for eut enjeymest.1

6. Wu notice next an item af vas: lin-
portance in the commission, nanti>',
île tcaching and nourishing et t
churcit in ail titings tint peiain Ie the
praper developmont and grouîh in
Spiritual lire. Thbis is containet iun the
fohiowing: '<Teaciig the tleoservt'
ail things uhaticver i comniandet
you"I (Mlatîhew> ; 1'Eeed n> lamihs,
. . . Tend ni> shaep," (John).
Upon te faithful observance cf the
eail thi'îgs"I comrnanded, depends lt
final pcomsieetcrnal lite.

7. Tht commission closes with at
solemn pronunciaion cf cendemntion
against aIl whe disbefleve andi reject
the authoit o! Ccd. exalted Son,
thus: " %HR tint disbelievctl shail lie
avndnnned" (Mark); "WVhoesoevcr
tins yc retaln, the anre/4alined" (John).
Iu the executien cf the commission b>'
the Apoitles, ail titis va fuully carrieti

mission of sins shoult iLe preached ina sanie idea in lte werds, 10whoscsoever
hii nase, tinta ail the nationts." " Andj tins ye fartAy, the>' are/orgit-en tita

out on I'cniecest anti suihîsequcntly, as
ait appeal te tht Mits of te Apestle
Ivill thow. rThose vatiotîs items iii
their hisiorical order are: (a) ''he
Aposie fou>' iqonlifieti for alîcir îvork,
as the wvitncsscs of Christ (il. 4, 32>
Tht>' well undcrstaotia their ivark
fin rn.iking disciples ttLjI btipn wth
teacAsng, nien coiîccrninig thc gospel,
terce, <2> the>' with flie cicarest airi.
monts prove the lîhine claim of *ouits
cf Nararcîli, and proclaîi bis suhîreiîle
autioriîy ; "l IIeing, therefere, b>' ibo
régl /zand cf Gode tal/ed, . . . At
bath poureti forth titi vvhiciî yesee andi
hbar. Far i)aid ascendoti ne: iet
ate heareyis, but lie Ianti himîcîlf, The
Lorud saud unie> rMy Lord, itii teo, on'
ne> regit biand ati I malle lAine em tes'
the fools/nâci of ths> fretl.Let 311 .he
bouse cf liraci, theoetare, inhn,
asstircdly abat Ccd bath madie 1dm,, et/
Lord anrd Christ, t/is feis wbcrit ve'
crucifieti" (IL. 3.36.

(3) The fact$, prtecepis anti promises
e1thîe gospel are ail sustaineti: Iljosins
of Nazareth, . . ye b' thc bands cf
Iaiwiess iaen tihi enaffy and.s/ay; whem
Ccd rais.'d up, having loosei lthe pingi
cf ticath " (il. 22-24). Ilife," David,

Ilaloreeeing ahis, spake cf the rettret.
lion cf thie Christ, chat nchh)er wns
At kfi in liades nor'did his flesh set~
corruption. 'This Jesus did Ced rmise
uip, etc. (il 3<, 3à>. Titus, the faces'
vert precaine. lte pracepts andi
drnjes vite cnforced. Tre these whose
tdlief ef tAise facUt led thent te cry out,
Il Bothreu, what Shah we do ?" Peter
answered, IlRepenr>e andi be ba/tkzed
ever>' one of ycu in the naine cf Jesus
Christ, uie the rcmissîon of yoursins."
And in titis languagi', "Ut: ail the
bouse o! biracl, aherefare, .*now esiupr
iy, dîme God hath madie bien both
Lord anîd Christ," the dcmand fi miade
tha Itraei shahi ateji fns si "1botte
Lord and Christ.' 1: is equivilett te
;.étitin ferle of NazorelA as Lotit

Lord and Christ." Se everyvitere, in
the fulfllmn:n of their commission.
faith, repentance andi haptismi were
taughit anti practiseti b' the Apasties.

(4) l'ht promises cf the gospel watt,
giien te the ebedient ; thus, ini île
cemimanti te IlRepent anti bc bip.

Ia;zed,» abese graclous tesunts are offercd1
fer their enJoyniene : %" Unie th
reti s/on o/jouir tins;-" and, "W V shahi
receizr t/se Kiff cf tht lia/y .5>/ni"
(ii. 38). In tbis, "IlîT Spirit ai
adoption vas prcrnised r' tb obedien:
lewvto added unto then Il' *Aûd the
Lord added te tbr:. L, day tose
abat were saved "(il. 4f9, 47). %'Andi
believers voe tht more addret la rt',
lord" (il. ît> In ibis way tht>' Le.
came "dheirs of Cod,".1 aszç contour,
îuiatcd an the comminssion, in bapnînng
ten litta the nain e of (ic Facter, Su)n

and Ro>' Spirit Aise the goçpel mis
preaclîct as lte sytoen of aife. App>'-
ing the propite>' of Davidi, the Apotide
says* -Thtou hast matie known te nie
the ima>' o/ «ie" <iL. 28) ; and they
vert te speak te lte people "lAiluic
yards of titis lift" (v. 2o), Anti tht>'
rejoicet hat Ccd hati grant! te tlle
Gentiles l"Repentance unie li0é" W.
aS), anti charged thc jews vit reject.
ing tho gospel, andi thoreby Judging
themselvos "nwahy et e/ernoi/if.,"1
(xiii 46). (5) As tlic commission cont.j
tains the vîtole world in its scope, sof
the Apostie announceti the gospel tei
kc fer Jew anti Gentile, "«Par te yoIn,"

i nid Peter, tt i the promise andi tayout
ehlidrmn, andi la thons that are afar cf,"
eCM (ji. 39).

6. The instruction of the church andi
the observance cf the <'Ai atings,' i
'chus recordai, "lAndi tht>' continuoti
steatifasil>' in the Apitles' ttâcbing
anti icllowship, in lthe breakirtg of
breat andi the prayers" <il. 45>.ý
,Agàin "Icenftiming te ouIs of îtedi.
Iples, exitcrtirtg thonm ta continue in
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<lic faitit, anti btah:eugh anan>' tribu.
lations wc mnust enter ino the King.
*dami ef Cod" Ilxiv. air.

7- 'I'lîey »roclaiîncd flie jtttgitieii
of Coad upon unbclievîng andi dîsabcdi.
ent : *" The sun shial kc turncd lio
darkncss, andi the rncon ina blotti,
before the day cf tue L.ord crme, tuaIt
great andi notable day " (il. za> AIs",
titat Christ init lic obtycti, and hIe
dirqbIenî "lShali Le ulitri> din'y!;d
frein among the peope" iii.2>
Again 'lis "lie who is ordainec( of 0w
.abc tht Judge cf quick anti deati"
(x. 42), and, <bat Il Ie conimandetlt
mcn lta: tht>' shoulti ail evr-cry roe

repent inasmucli as lie bath ap1KYnlétcd
a day, in clic which lic uviil /udge/
wrt'nd in righîceusrci% by tire ai
wlîom ha bâthr ordincd; wbece lie
bath gîven asurance uit ail nien, in
tha: lic hath raised lien (rom the dead "
(xvil. 30, 31). llerc <lien wc have the
$tope of tho grand coiniission as given
te te Aposîlos, andi te tire chtircli, andi
with whaî fideliîy Ibis bas beon carricd
eut b>' the profcssed elîurch. in theoq>
anti practice, is te bc judged (rani
the creetis cf denominaiionalism, unies,
their atiberents have donc botter thita
lthe teaching af tiror crets wculd leati
ilium te do,

On Vanfty.

'lThe peuetis influence of the goîjiel
dots nt confer new intelicîuai uiowers.
or new moral anti spiritual susceptibil.
hies when wct believe anti oe> i. bI.:
illumines thent vaîl the giorieus ligli:
o! hecaveu anti di'ects tItan te a proper
exercise, andi influences thon. witit pute
anti bol> emotians. 'l'bis Es especîaily
truc in re gard ta our sentiments, which,
in sucit a large ixionsure. dttminc out
character.
The love of approbation viii ta-n

leti tte man anti wonîan et the werîid
ta sa>' id de anyihing, riglit or wronie,
if the>' cani en> get approbation anti
applause. Vanhty hecomes the ruufrtg
passion af lite. A iec et conduct that
*lit secure te approval of Ced, la ltae
legihlma:e restait cf a renewed nature;
anti speaking anti doing rfII thiatg%,
IltNot as dteartng men but Col. vin>
trieth our itearts."

Nov, wile il l beccming anti lovel>'
for IlEver>' unc to picase bis neighuior
for bi gond ta edifleatiian, it fi un:-
cinmlng anti higti> offentsive te our Cati
andi Saviaur, cIter te sanction error <'r
te eenform te humait expedieats fer
the sake vt Securing the fricndshi) of
ouw fellow nien, oir of procurin3 their
approbation.

Vanhty la wa strong a passion in man>'
natures that it wili ofien assoit itueif in
the Chrisîian's litait, ant il Etl onl' b>'
earnest prayer anti diligent watcitfulnnsl
lIa: a vicler' over i impulses can be
obtaineti.

W'ithoua being aîncbarhtable, WC are
cenîpelieti Io jutige tint mnan' vite
have knon anti ohoyei the simple
:ruth of the gospel, anti, for a vhhia,
bave appreciacd is inviolable sanctit>',
impelleti b>' aheir vain desires for
distinction anti autward show, have
uinitethemwilves sdth popular religions
bodies anti loalcod caircsI> aioîîg the
Streamt cf caec anti fermalism te deatli
anti julignient.

WVe bave kîîown athers se fan carrieti
awiy by vain desire;, abat thoy are ron.
startl> secking the patronage et large
cîîurches anth le adulation cf popular
ministers ; feeling theiaseIves high>'
'honored ifithe>' rc recognized as arum.ý
dcx, or invîteti tu umite wiîh thoniin
their îîniscripî:ara mtes of making
converi.

Suoi>, if nur position is righu. biseit
upon apoutelie teaching and jneccdesn,
we nec fian humait patronage, for "ont
il aur master, even Christ ;"' and ie
tan have ne htigler honor tItan ta
'vhkh cornes fre) in lmn; %%c need no
ethen recognition but [lis; ant i e are
sure' th2t e ctin have ne ls litr'reward
than chat %whlch Ilfe w:ll llesow ; andi
nia> i , dear breîhren. bc eut je)- tu
licir frem filmn, wbcn lire Es endeti,

ihes biesseti words. (Il Me dotte, go,>!
and! (aillt ausrýint, enter //.'ou iêr1t Me
jo>' of t/s> Lord.»K


