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The Commission vs. Denomin-
atlonalism.

T. . KNOWLES,

‘T'he great commission given by our
Lord to his Apostles, to disciple all the
nations, is surrounded by the grandest
evenis that mark the world’s history,
and is placed anid u settirg of gospel
facts unequaled for sublimity and im-
portance 1n the whole Bible. Indeed,
through the commission was developed
the gospe} system of salvation, and
revealed to man the way of life in
Christ Jesus. Its connection with all
the gospel facts is so intimate, that it
cannot be separated from them, and
together they foria the centre group of
the whole gospel system. It is hi,hly
important, therefore, that the relation
of these facts and troths to each other
should be understood, in order to a
ciear comprchension of the commission
1 opine that the want of a correct
understanding right here has been the
Slunder of the sectatian wortld. This
is too plainly seen in the numerous
theories and mischevious practices of
denominationalism, that clash with the
plain, simple truths of the grand com
mission of Jesus Christ.

And now that we may get these
before us in their logical order, let us
read the whele commission, according
to the new revision, as given by the
-four Evangelists,

MarTHEW'S tecord (xxviil. 18-120),
reads : “ And Jesus came to them and
spake unto them, saying, all-authority
hath been given unto me in heaven
and on caith. Go ye, therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them into the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever [ commandecd
you: and lo, 1 am with you alway,
even uhto the end of the world.”

MaRK testifies: “ And he said unto
them, go ye into all the world and
preach the gosgel to the whole creation.
He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved ; but he that dishelieveth shall
be condemned. And these signs shall
follow them that helieve: in my name
shall they cast cut demons ; they shall
speak with ncw tongucs; they shail
take up serpents, and if they dtink any
deadly thing, it shall n no wise hunt
them ; they shall lay hands on the sick
and they. shall recover,” (Ch. xwi,
16t8})

Luxg records: ‘“‘Lhen opened he
their mind, that they might unders
stand the Seriptures ; and he said unto
them: Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer, and rise again
from the dead the third day; and that
repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name unto all the
nations, beginning from  Jerusalem.
Ye are witnesses of thesc things, And
behold, I send forth the promise of my
Father upon you ; but tarry ye in the
city, untll ye be clothed with power
from on high.” (Ch. xxiv. 45-49.)

JoHn says: * Jesus therefore said to
them again, peace be unto yon. as my
Father hath sent me cven st send I you,
And when he had said this, he Lreathed
on them, and saith unto them, receive
yec the Holy Spirit; whosesoever ving
ye forgive, they arc forgiven unto them;
whosesoever sins yc retain, they are
retained.”  (Ch. xx. 21-23.)

At first sight these four records seem
to differ somewhat, but a careful
analysis of the commission will show
that there is a perfeet hurmony of ideas
expressed, and will give a miore correct
view of the logicat order and connce.
tion of its various parts.

1. The Arstin order, as well at in
importance, is the supreme authority
and ditinity of Jesus himself, as the

following will show, Matthew's state.
ment is & ' AN authorily hasbeen given
unto me Iy heaven and on canh,” * Go
ye therefore, and make diseiples ol all
the nations,” “'Feaching them to
obiserve all things whatever / fommand
you” 1o £ am toith ror alway, even
unto the end of the world” Mark
records: © Go ye preach the gospe) to
the whole creation” ' tie that dis.
believeth shali be condemned” ' In
my name shall they cast out demons,”
ete. Luke cxpresses the sawe idea,
thus: * And that tepeatance and re.
mission of sins should be preached i
Aét name, unto all the nations.”  ** And
behold, £ send forth the promise of my
Father upon yon” John testifies:
t As the Father hath sent mc, eten 5o
stnd [ yont S Feed my lambe”
* Tend myy sheep.”

2. 'T'his announcement is followed
with the command to the apostles,
authorizing them 10 preach the gospel
and fach the nations o accept his
reign. Thus Matt, ¢ Go ye therefore
and smake disciples of all the natioa,
baptizing them, ete.”  *f Feacking them
to observe all things, ete.”  Mark: * Go
ye into al! the world, and preach the gos-
2el to the whole creatinn.” While Luke's
record is, * Repentance and remission
of sins should be preachad in his name
unto all the nations,” etc. ** Ye are wit-
nesses of these things” And in Acts,
i.8, " And ye shail be my qoitnesses, unto
the uttermost parts of the earth.”  And
John utters the same in, ** Even so
send £ you"

3. The command to * Go preach,”

is accompanicd with the promise of
divine power, the Holy Spirit, and the
Savicur’s presence ; thus, Mau,, * And
lo, £ am with yow alnty, even unto the
end’of the world” In Mark, it is
stated, “ And these signs shall follow
them that believe, in Thy niame shall
they cast out demons, speak with meer
fomgues lay bonds on the-sick, and
they shall recover.,”  [uke records, ¢
send forth the promisc of my Father
upon you ; but tarry ye in the city,
until ye be clothed with power fron: on
high” In Acts, he charged them not
to depart from Jerusalem, but 1o twadf
for "' the promise of the Fatker," erc. ‘Dt
ye shall be baplezed in the Holy Spirit
not many days heace” ' But ye shall
receioe porwer whea the Holy Sprrit is
come upon you' (Acts i. 4. 5, 8)
White John simply says: “ And when
he had said this, he breathed on them,
and saith unto then, recesve ye the Holy
Spirith .
4 Their Mission was universal:
“ Make disciplcs ot all the nations”
(Matt.). #Go ye into all the world a-d
preach the gospedto the whole ereation
(Mark). *“And that repentance and
remission of sias should be preached in
his name unto a/l fhe mations ¥ (Jaske),
Y hosesoeter sing ye forgive, they are
forgiven unia them: IPhoresoerer sing
yc retain, they are setained,” (John).
Thus, through the proclamation of the
gospel of peace they were to conuer
the nations for -Jesus Christ, for all
time, * Even unto the end of the
world.”

5. The gospel they were to proclaim,
consists of * Facls, precepts, or dutics,
and promises” ‘The faets arc three in
number, (1) the death of Jesus, (2)
his durial and (3) his resurrection ; as
tersely given by the Apostle in 1 Cor.
xv. 1+4. Luke pives these three facts .
“Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suffer and rise again from the
dead the third day.” ‘The precepts or
dutice commanded are, (1) ' Fuith in
the Christ, (2) Repemance, tnd (3)
Raptism.”  Mark gives the first and
last of these: * He that delieveth and
is daphred shall be saved.” [luke
gives the sccond; “ And that sepent.
ance and remission of sins should be

preached in His name.” And Mai

thew mentions the last, and completing
act of obedience in the process of
tuening to the Lord, the other iwo be.
ing understood, thus: "And make
disciples of all the nations, Japtising
them imtothe name,” ete, The promites
are likewise three, (1)  Rewnston of
sins (2) Heirship (3) E\verlasting life”

‘The first of these (s contaned in the
words ‘' He that behievath and is bap:
tired shall be saved” And in Luke's
statemient, “ Repentance and semission
of +ns should be preached in his
name.” While John cexpresses the
same idea in the words, ' whoscrocever
sins ye forgiv, they are forgiver unto
them.” The prowmise of heirship is
found in the language of Matthew,
baptiring them info the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Hoty
Spirit.” Tt will be readily seen, vha
heitship, 1he re‘ation expresscd by “into
the name,” etc,, is aisn the reception of
the Holy Spirir, and that the one
cannot be without the «ther, so Paul
tays, (al. iv. 6, "' And because ye are
sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, Abba,
Father.” And that this is *‘The Spirit
of adoption” {(Romans viii, 15}, so in
Acts ii. 38, “ Repent ye and be bap.
lized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Chri-t, unto the remission of
your sing, and ye shall ticeive the go?
of the Holy Spirit” But further, the
possession of heirship sccured the gift
of Lternal Late  * Baptizing them into
the name” of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit brings the fawght into the relation-
ship of children of God, to whom are
given “the Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry, Abbs, Father.” But again, “ If
children, then Aeirs, heirs of -God, and
point-heirs with Christ” {Rom. viii. 17).
And in still closers connection with the
giving of the commission is the state-
ment of John {xx. 31), ** But-these are
written, that ye may belicve that Jesus
{4 thié Chris, the Son of God, and that
believing ye may have life in hisname.”
Nuw, all this is implied in the statement
in Mark, xvi. 16, * But he that disde-
lreveth shall be condemmed”  Disbelief
is the complete tejection of Jesus
Christ. 3t is the want of faith, sepens-
ance, confession, baptism, and Christian
life, and in the state of condemnation
there it neithar fortvenssr nor eternal
fife, for ¥ Hea that obeyeth not the Son
shall me! see Jife, but the wrath of God
abideth on him.” (John iil, 36} TIn
the first part of this verse, namely,
“He that believeth on the Son Aath
efernal life” we have the opposits of
disbelieveth given in Mark, Hence the
promise of eternal life to alt who are
believers, as opposed to the disbelieving
in Mark xvi. 16, is closely implied.
The promises, then, of the gospel they
wesc conimanded to preach, are, garidon
of past sins, Aeirshsp and the gilt of the
Holy Spimt, and cternal fife.  ‘I'he
gospel embraces, therefure, facts for
our helief, precepts for our obeldience,
and pronuses for our enjoyment,

6, We notice next an item of vast im-
pontance in the commission, namely,
the teaching and nourishing of the
church in all things ihat pertain to the
proper development and growth in
spiritual Jife. “This is contained in the
following : ** Teaching them 10 observe
all things whattoever | commanded
you” (Matthew); * Feed my lambs,
« « + Tend my sheep,” (John).
Upon the fithful obscrtvance of the
a1t things ™ commanded, depends the
final promise, eternal life.

7. The commission closes with a
solemn propunciation of condemnation
against all who disbelieve and reject
the authority of God’s exalted Son,
thus : ** He that disbelieveth skal/f e
condemned”  (Mark); *“ Whosesoever
sins yeretain, they are retained™ (John).
In the execution of the commission by
tha Apostles, all this was fully carried
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out on Pentecost and subsequently, as
an appeal to the Acts of the Apostics
will ¢how, Those vatious items in
their historical order are: (1} ‘Fhe
Apostlez fully qualified for their work,
as the witnesses of Christ (. 4, 32}
‘Fhey well understoad that their work
in making disciples must begin with
leacking men concerning the gospel,
hence, (2) they with the clearest argu-
nieats prove the Divine claim of Jews
of Narareth, and proclaim his supreme
auttority ; * Deing, therefore, by tho
right hand of God exalted, . . . hAe
hath poured forth this which ye sec and
hear,  For Dawid ascended not into
the heavens, but he saith himself, ‘Che
Lord said unto my lLord, si2 thor on
my right hand 16l § make fune enemies
the foolstool of iy feet Lot all e
house of lsracl, therefore, know
assuredly that God hath made 4w otk
Lord and Christ, this jJesus whom ye
crucified” (. 33-36}

{3) T'he facts, precepts and promises
of the gospel areall sustained ; “ Jesus
of Nazateth, . . ye by the hands of
tawless men did erueify and.slay 3 whom
God raised xp, having looscd the pangs
of death ™ (ii. 23-24). " He" David,
* foreseeing this, spake of the resnrrece
tien of the Cheist, that ncither wis
he left 1n Hades nor did his flesh see
corruplion. ‘I'ms Jesus did God' rarse
up) eic. (ii 31y 32). ‘Thus, the facs
were proclaimed. ‘The precepts and
dugjes were enforced.  ‘To those whose
belief of these facts ted them to cry ous,
“ Brethren, what shall we do?” Peter
answered, * Repent ye and be baptized
every onc of you in the name of Jesus
Christ, unto the remission of your sins.”
And in this language, ' Let all the
house of lsracl, therefore, dnow asiun
edly, that God hath made him both
Lord and Christ,” the demand is made
that Israel shall aceept fesus as * both
Lord and Thrist.” It is equivatent to
“believe in Jesus of Nasareth as both
Lotd and Christ.” $So everywhere, in
the fulfillment of their commission,
faith, repentance and haptism  wese
taught and practised by the Apostles.

{4) The promises of the gospel were
given to the obedient; thus, in 1he
command to * Repeni and be bap.
tized,” these gracious results are offered
for their cnjoyment: “ Unto the
remession of your sing ;" and, ** Ye shall
receive the gift of the foly Spirt"
(i. 38), [In this, “’The Spirit of
adoption was promised ; th+ obedicnt
 were added unto them;” * And the
Liord added to tha = L, day those
that were saved " (ii, ¢¢, 47), **And
believers were the more added 20 the
Lord" (it 14). In this way they be.
came “heirs of God,” as was contem.
plated in the cammission, in baptizing
them énte the #ame of the Father, Sun
and Holy Spitit.  Also the gocpel was
preached as the gyslem of life.  Apply-
ing the prophecy of David, the Apostle
says: *'Thou hast made known to me
the tways of life” (il 28); and they
were to speak to the people #* Al the
words of this Jie" (v. 20), and they
rejoiced that God had granted to the
Centiles * Repentance unto " (\i.
18), and charged the Jews with reject-
ing the gospel, and thereby judging
themselves  Unwarthy of efernal Jife”
(xiii 36). {5) As the commission con-
tains the whole world in its scope, so
the Apostle announced the gospel to
be for Jew and Gentile, ““ For to yon,”
said Peter, **is the promise and to your
children, and to them that are afar off,”
cte. (ii. 39).

6. The instruction of the church and
the obscrvance of the * Al things,” is
thus recorded, “ And they continued
steadfastly in the Apostles’ teaching
and fcllowship, in the breaking of
bread and the prayers” (il 42).
Again “ confirming the souls of the dis.
ciples, exhorting them to continue in
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the faith, and that through many trilut.
lations we must enter into the King.
dom of God " («iv. 22),

7° They proclaimed the judgments
of God upon unbelieving and disabedi-
ent: ""The sun shall he tuned ino
darkness, and the mcon inte blood,
before the day of the Lord comc, that
great and notable day " (il 20),  Also,
that Christ mwst he obeyed, and the
disobedient “ Shall be utterly dustryaed
frem among the people” siii. 23).
Again "tis “ He whois ordained of Gudl
to be the Judge of quick and dead”
{x. 42}, and, that ““He commandeth
men that they should all every whete
repent; inasmuch as hie hath appotated
a day, in the which he will judge fle
tworl/d in tightcousress by the wan
whom he hath ordained; whercof he
hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised lum (rom the dead ™
{(xvir. 30, 31). Here then we have the
scope of the grand commission as given
to the Apostles, and to the church, and
with what fidelity this has been carried
out by the prefessed chuech in theory
and practice, 18 to be judged from
the creeds of denominationalism, - unless
their adherents have done better than
the teaching of their creeds would fead
them to do,

On Vanity,

"The powerful influence of the goepel
docs not confer new inteltectuai powers,
ot new moral and apiritual susceptibil.
itics when we believe and obey it. but
illumines them with the glorious light
of heaven and directs them to a proper
exercise, and influences them with pure
ang holy emotions.  “Uhis is especially
true in tegard to our sentiments, which,
in such a large measure, determine our
character,

The love of approbation will often
lead the man and woman of the world
to say 1nd do anything, right or wrong,
if they can only get approbation and
applause.  Vanity hecomes the ruling
passivn of Jife, A linc of conduct that
will secure the approval of God; is the
legitimaze result of a renewed natuse;
and speaking and doing =Wl things,
“Not as plrassng men but God, who
trieth our hearte.”

Now, while it is becoming and lovely
for * Every one to please his neighbor
for his good to edification,” it #s unb:.
coming and highly oficusive to aut God
and Saviour, cithier to sanction crror or
1o conform to human expedients for
the take of secuting the friendship of
aur fellow men, or of procuring their
approbation.

Vanity is so strong a passion in many
natures that it wil! often assert itself in
the Christian’s heait, and it is only by
carnest prayerand diligent watchfulness
that a victory over its impulses can he
obtained.

Without being uncharitable, we are
compelled to judge that many who
have known and obeyed the simple
truth of the gospel, and, for a while,
have appreciated its inviolable sanctity,
impelled by their vain desites for
distinction and outward show, have
united themselves with popular religinus
hodics and floated carelesaly along the
stream of ease and formalism to death
and judgment.

We have known others sa far carned
away by vain desires, that they are ron-
stantly secking the patronage of large
churches and the adulation of popular
ministers 3 fecling themsclves highly
honoted if-they are recognized as orthu.
dox, or invited 1o unite with them in
their wnscriptural modes of making
converts.

Surely, if our position is right, based
upon apostolic teaching and precedent,
we nexd no human patronage, for “onc
is our master, even Chrst ;" and we
can have no higher honor than tha
which comes from I1im; we need no
othcr recognition but His; and we are
sure that we can have no isigher reward
than that which He will hestow; and
may it, dear brethren. be our joy to
hear from Him, when life is ended,
these blessed words . WWell done, gond

and faithful servant, enter tiou into le
Joy of thy Lerd?

E. Sueprann,
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