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takeC pains, the best thing for him to do is
not to court at Once the J oves and Venuses
of the gireat magazines, but ratiier t0 enter
the fairylanild of literature tbrougli tic
humble lportal of a loca! newsp)ap)cr. L et
himi contribute iii prose or verse, or in
hoth, untîl lie crin deterinie %what the
editor and the subscribers think of lits
performances. If they are mieritoriaus,
lie may learn the fact--snmetimec before
lie (lies. If tîhey are wvo:thless lie need
ta ke n o trouble to inquire ,for bis lriends
will not fait t0 let imii knioN. -Should lhe
prove hîmiiscif a deft liand at tur:nng off a
good leader, lie deserves unbou:nded con-
gratulation, because the nurnher of clever
editors is not incalculable. '1'len lie mois
no great danger of being overlooked. Th'le
editors of ncwspapers are as every-
one kntowvs, an observant and saga-
cious brotlierliood, ail of wvliooî keep
a %wary eye for budding giuand
are tolerably sure to noti(y a youthful con-i
tributor of his excellencies and îlieir
appreciation, more especiall) ii the yoting
person lias the disinterested liberality of
his %vant of years, and is ready to string a
rosary of verses or to indute a colunin or
tw0 of fresh a:îd siriking prose nierc-ly t0
discover lîow the articles %vill look in
shapeh' print and without a grovelli:îg
tliouglît of pecuniary reward.

Riglit or wrongy I shall not pause 10
deterroine, but 1 have ixistinctively sucli a
lîigh regard for tie Artist, whetlîer lie wvorks;
in languaoe, oul or mîarbl, Iliat I haive
litile patience witli tliose wlîo are ever-
lastingly warning tie voulu of Uîeir c.ountry
away fron-i the artistic occupztio:is. As I
have stated and reiterated in tie previous
paragralis, if a young-- man honestiy
believes that lie possesses rare powers, or
evemi more ihan average î)owrs, af expres-
sion for a departnient of tlie fine arts, and
lins Uic wlierewîithal 10 support hiiself,
during the effort, why should he be
liinde'red froni giving lus nation tie
benefits of lus gifîs ? Ali I %vould in-
sist upon is that lie truly appraises
lus intellectual equipments, and Iliat lie
is ready t0 wait, toit and suffur in order t0
realize his aspirationS.

27- '1hia peseefig aosie o ia erial-
isni, 1\. Zola, hslîving, a varied experience.
In paris, the "Iiniortals " of the F:ench
Acadeîiîy cao 1101 lie pievailed upon 10

inakeC hîim olne of îlîe,îselves, but tlîe
rabble of tlue boulevards idolize tlîe miiii
and lus %vritinigs. Iii London, lus pub-
lislier, is arraigoed for dissemiinating
immiioral literature while the author hiii-
self is feasted -ind lionized on ail occa-
sions. Cer-tes !M. Zola lias twO sides to
bis .sbield. Thli novels of Zola are
immuoral ni tue hietter nîeanting of the
word, anid iii tit alone. 'I'lere is pro-
bably more sui in a page of Sterne iluan
ii iaîf a. volunme of the Frenchîman.
Byrmon comipresses miore base suggetio
into six short s!aniizas tl:an Zola exp>resses
iii as tia.ny volumies. ?jevertlueless tlie
works of Zola are of the earîlî eartlily. lIi
tluenii tlicim autlior preacues; the gospel of
a lif>leless andh soul-deadenineg belief wliicli
scoffs at tic idea of the existence of a,
spiritual w''mld. They qluestion tlue spirit-
ual nature of ni, and niaintain iluat
%ve, in comminon %vith tlue rest of nature,
are but producis of the blind eternal
forces of the universe. They teacu tuat
a timie will conie wben tue suin will lose
his hieat and ail life on earîli necessarily
cease, and that mani shali absolutely vanish
firony !îere and hier!after and " like tle
l)aseless taliric of a vision, leave not a
%vreck beliinid." Ail thbs is more danger-
ous Iluan niere iiterary uncleanness. 'Manty
wlîo would tort: fromi foulness ib disgut:s
will dwell in ralMure orn a nîaterialistic
theory artistically expounded. Yet,
betweert filth and inatemialisnî tiiere is
sinall choice ; ai least: the one leads to
the other. Zola and lus imitators; appeal
t'O tie animal in muan, Imut tlueir lanage
us well and cunningly ciiosen. Thoise
%v'ho admîit thieir interpretaiouî of lunuan
events-events whiclî give listory ils
foundition and the plîilosophy of life its
vitality-will be forced to believe ihat
tiiere i.; no eteruialihereafier, and will be
comipelled t0 suppose tuat ail the slon
growtlis of our race-strtuggle toward a
highier iife, ail tlue agony of mîartrs, Il
thue groinîs of victimis, ail tue cvil antd
mîisery anîd undeserved suffeii of ic
ages, ail tue strtupgles for freedoin, afI tue
efforts toward justice, aIl the aspirations
for virtue and tue %vel-being, of huminanity,
ail the prayers and mortifications of tue
sancti,îîonious are otîiy so muclu energy
expended t0 no purpose.

28-1 le following verses are froni the


