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XNDL4'S GREAT WVALL.

"Wimy it is China tîsat bans the great
wall !" siayasBomsebody wiso is well-read ius
flhi8sioflary niattuis. Yt-s, China lias a
gfreat wail of wousdurfîsl nsasoniary, as muust
of us kuîow. andl the meni w~ho hut ià
nsuist have felt that nu eleiy cuuld uver
miake lus way tlhrouwi or over such a great
fort-like barrier.

India's wall is not, built; of stunie; it is
buiît ius tihe huarts and hifsand custons
of the peuple, auid is su -itrunig thiat our
sniissiouiaries suinetimies ful that it would
bu casier to break throtigh the fainous
~NaIl uf Chinta than tu break duwss this
othur wali whicls is called Caste.

You cau bardly take tip a book about
India without seeing, Soule mention of it,
but iL 15 nuLt often that %vu tind it so clear-
Iy explaiiieil tu yung people as iL. it dune
iii Mr. 1}rucc's Letter-sfs-o)m lItii«.

Fist hie tells us that tihe Hinidus bel teve
that after Bnsh sua, thieir great god î>J tihe
universe, bail maide tise wuuId, bue niaide
the peuple to live in it. ()ut of Ilis inlouil
cailse the Bruiilasîis, wlso) w~ere liigiseït of
ail. Trhis is the priestly caste.

Frui Bralsîsa's sisoulders caine tihe uiext
caste, wlio were strung aîsd brave, and
becaine soliers and chieftains. Next
camse tise isserchasîts aisi traduis, w ho
sprassgY f rusu the loinis of tise guIl; alid frutis
bis feet spraisg tise lowest caste of al], the
Sudras, wlio were to bu tise servanîts of
tise liguler castes.

After awhile tîss four classes m ere J i-
vided iiitu a great iisaniy msure, mistil now,
jewolers, inercmais, slîeîlierds, carpeis.
ters, tailurs, wcavei's, rubbers, basket-
nuakers ansd iuiamy otiiers, ail forsîs sepa.
rate castes. I3usides tîsese tîsere are i
gfreat nsaîy pecuple huere wbo du îlot bulousg
te any caste andl are called out-castes.

"Suppose now tliat tîsis saisne systeiss
existed iis.your owis city os' village. Iii
the firat pl1ace, after yuu liad becomse tels
or tyéelve years old, you wuuld usut belul-
]owed tu e4t or drink witli aîsy litile boys
or girls wlsu did Isot belousg tu Pie saisie
caste aýs yourst-lf. Nur would you bu al-
lowed te play with thisen as freely as you

do ssow. li your father is a u_.erclîant,
Mienî yuu snust associate oîsly with the
ehlîjdreis of iinerchatîts. If your father is
a carpentur, thon you inust ouly etit mid
drinik with thse clîildruîi uf carpesîters.
Do you nuL sue that in this way your cir-
cle of fieisil would bu v'ery sitia1i, Very
likely those who are now y(>ur dearest
frieîîds, wvould becminu by tie ruies of.
catite, your useies.

l,11 the second place you wotild bu
obliged to learui your father's *trade, a i
tu continlue ini it ail your life. If yoîss
father is a jeweler, thon you iiiust bu a1
jeweler. - I yoisr fathlet 's a sweclser of
thse strp'ets, titen you iiiust isever aspire
to arsytliuig ig-her tisan that. So yuîî.
sec tisat these bonds )>f caste nsiust dlestroy
ail ambition asnd desire for betteî' tingýs.
My 1linidu wasihrilsan lias a uitile boy
wlsons lie lu% us, anid of whiousi ne is very
î>roud. Ile says lie bopes tisat bie w~ii bu
ahle suint. tiinse to wiah mny eliildireîs',
c1utlhe.. Tlhis is the highiest, liope tisat -le
cau cberisis for bis dalingi-lý boy, aifl a

'nsle of juy ligbits up lus face at the tluoughit
ut su great a besîg

A-rain, ifyiV were subjeC to thse
rules ot caiste, you wouid flot be p)ermuit-
t<:d to go.to sciiso as yuu du now. ri, e

indi(us tiuink thiat since tiley can oiily
follow oUne tu-aie, there ii iio use of learui-
imsg auiythïîsgý beyossd thiat trade. If theO
fariner knuws huw to î>low~, to sow biis -seul,
ansd tu ruaip bis harvest, iwl>at mat ters it
to iiu whetlier the earth bc rounid or it
or %% hietlseis tise Atlamstic (>cean bu tilleil
wvith watur or withi msilk. This is the
Himsdu reasossing; andi su tihe chilil is put
tu bis %us k %% huîe lie is very youug, aîsd
msade tu learil the trade ivhjchl hie înutst
foilow ail bis lire. 1 have uiyseif booms
iiitci ziiitubed at seuig a liackzîssitlis
littie boy, ilot mulre tisais four years uil,
with bis ani% il and hiansmuies, tryitmsg tu mîaku
a iiail.

-I have tuid yuu souse of the changes
thiat would takie place if you %ýere Ibr-ughlt
at once under tihe suies .(f caste ; b ut 1
carnut tell you ai. 1 think you iluue
pity thuese wvrutclsed people, whu are liv-
insg usuder sisci dreailful bonds.


