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THE ENGLISH LANGUJAGE.

Psmxciîi=d En&lish literature, which hav
no-e boen in a higli statuofa activity for tiv
catira centurios, and porhaps as nearly as posai
ble have beon subject ta the saine al[owanc
fur lutin arising t/ut or civil agitations, caina
roasonably bc supposai! Vo hava loft an ynao.
or sly '-cors in the broad field of nationaiinter
estat oûis day unvisited. Long after tha mai.
high way af waters bas fait the full power of th
ide,éh channelsrnnn far inland, with thou
siznds of littla = 1ltoa cracks, may bc stil
under tho very process of flilhng; for twvo power
are required te those final affects of the ide;-
tha genorat hydrastatic poiver for xnaivtaininý
the equilibriuni, and alsn hydraulic por fa,
archngnrrow conduits, Onth 0 mre ana

Iogy, niany human interests, lors obvious ai
les5 gencra, may long linger unnoticed, an(s
survve fr a turne the widest expansion afi la
tellectual activity. Possibly the aspects ai
society must. shift materially liefore aven thc
human consciausness, far less a 1mman interesi
of curiosity, settles upan them with s*eadinesî
etnough ta light up andI vivify their relations.-
Far example-odil as it may scein t(. us, it iu
certain that, in the Elizabethan age, Political
Ecanomy was nc t yet viewod by amy mimd-no,
neot by Lard Bacocn's--as even a poseibic mode
of speculiaticun. The wvhale accidents ai value
and its functions, ivere nat as yet separated
into a dis'Gnct cansciaas abject; nar, if' they
bcd been. would it hava been supposail passible
ta trace iiws and! fixci! relations ain3ngs. forma
apparent!y so impalpable, ani cambinatians so
fleating. With thc growth aisacioty, gradually
the saine phepomenc revalved mare and mare
frequently something Iika order and cannec-
tian was dimy tiescricd; philosophie suspicion
began ta stir; observation wvas steadily applici!;
reasoaing and disputation, ran their circle; and
at lest a science wvnz matured-definite as me-
chaules, thaugfh <liko Mhat) narrow in itn cle-
mentary laiva.

Thui' it is with all tapica aigeneral interest.
Tbrough several generatior.s they may escape
notice; for thore must bc cii interest of social
necessity visibly connected with thein before a
mere vagrant curiasity will attract culture ta
their Iaivs. And this intercst may fail ta arise
until society han been mada ta maya through
various changes, ani! human needs have assuin-
ed attitudes top commani!ing and taa permanent
ta bo neglectcd. The laws of the draia-
that is, af the dramatie fable-how subtIp ara
they! How imporceptible-hoîv absolutely
non-existences--iIi any rude state oi'society!
But lot a national theatre arise-lot the mighty
artist coma forward ta shako maon' hcarts with
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o sconie agitatl*ong,-hoîiv inovitablv aro thoe
o laîvs briglitonci ta the apprehansion, scarceod,

prohed, analyzod. Sint Moecenalcs, it bas bec=
a saîd, non decrunt (Flàccc .Jifaroncs. That may
,t bc doubtai!; ami! .earer ta the probabilities it
k wouid bu ta inveiî the order ai succession.-

..Blt howvevr this may bo, it la certain frein
n manifold exporiance, that invariably thora will
a iollowv on the very traces and! fresh footing of
- tha rnighty agent-(nighty, but possibly bllad)
.1 -the sag(,acicua3 theoriot af Jus functions.-4à
a the very wake and visible path of the iuwft

- Esohylus, or the tear-compelling Euripido,
Sproducinoe thair colossal affects in aliance with

r dark farces slumbering in human nature, will
s top forth the tarch-bearing Aristotia, that pure

r starry intelligence, bent upon searching ino
1 those efi'ectsani! nieasuring (whon possible)
- those forces. The saine aga accordingly bû-
P hel! the firat pompeus oxhilitiona ai dtrunatio

poweor, which lichai! also tho great apeculator
arise ta trace it,4 limits, proportions, and the

iparts af its shai!owy empire. 111 came, 1 saw,
1 conquored"-such might have beAristotle'a

*vaunt in revieîvingr his own analysis ai the
Athonian drama-.one goneratian, or neaxly se,
having, witmcssed the creation af the Greciau
theatre as a fact, and the finest, contemplative
survoy wvhich bas yet been takeon af the anie.
iact viowod as a prablem; of the dramatic laws,
Cunctions, powcrs, and limits.

No (Prcat nunnber ai generatians, therefore,
is rcquisito for the oxhaustion of ail capital in-
terests in their capital aspects. And it may lie
presumed, with tolerable certainty, that by thià
tiune the plough has turned up every angle af
sai, properly national, alike in England or in
izuice. Not that mcny pirte wvilI not need to

bo tiliiad over again, and aiten absolutely de
nana. Mach af wvhat bas been dome has eu
done sa il! that it isas if it had not been done at
all. For instance-the history of neîther king-
dom lias yet 'ean written ia a way to last, or
in a wvayw~orthy ai tbe subjeet. Either it ru
been elightly written as ta rosearch-witness
Humeandmi Mezeria, Smollett and Pore Daniel
-(nV but sairte ai thesa writers lay dlaima to
antiquarian merits)--or written inartificiely or
feebly as regards effèct-c'r written without
knowledga, as regards tl.j poli tical forces which
niaved underground at the groat aras ai aur
national davctopment.

Stili, after ana fashion or another, almast
overy great thorne has receiv.'d its treatinent ini
bath« English litorature and ?rench, though
many are thase an wvhich, in the wvorda af th~c
Germait adage upon psychalogy, ive may truiy
aflihr that cithe first sensible Word is Yct ta he


