Filora of Kitamaat Valley.

BY EDWARD 8. WILKINSON, C.B.

The south end of this interest.
ing valley, where the Kitamaat viver
enters the Inlet, forming a delta, is
oceupidd by extensive tide flats which
are occasionally  overflowed  when
the river in flood time meets the
high tides.  Owing to the large per
centage of fresh water, the vegetation is
not injured by the overllow amd the fiats
are covered with o luxurinnt growth
of wild flowers, tall grasses, cte.  The
common blue lupin occeurs all over
the flats and the Peavine climbs up
the shrubs to a height of from six “to
ten feet. Recd-like grasses,  often
four feet high, nake walking very
tedious,

Nymerous sloughs and old Shanuels
of the river intersees the flats, and the
river itself is constantly changing its
course, eutting through in one place,

silting up in another, and bringing

down large trunks of trees which form
into log jums or are carrvied out into
the Inlet. 1 measured one large
spruce tree that was stranded on a
gravel bar, It was more than two
hundred feet long and seven feet in
diameterr near the butt. When we
Ieave the flats we plunge at once into
a dense forest, fringed with groves of
crab apple trees and composed of
Spruce, Hemlock., Red Cedar, Balsam,
Cottonwood, Alder, Maple, Yew, cte.
and Yellow Cedar on the higher
levels,  Among the smaller shrubs
ave the high and low bush Cranberries,
various indloms and vacciniums.
Several fine varieties of ferns, some
from four to ten feet high, abound in
the rich, black swamps together with
Skunk Cabbage, and Devil’'s Club.
Swampy flats occur in openings in
the timber, .often -surrounded with
groves of Alder, and in them a vaviety
of wild flowers bloom. A species of
Sun Dew and a plant with a snowy,
ootton-hke tuft grow here and there
" among ‘spongy beds of sphaguum

.

together  with ™ small - cranberri
"This is a favorite haunt of the Bla
and Grizzly DLears, which  wand
throngh the woods and swamps an
w.lon"' the viver side, Near one sm
stream I found a speeies of mimul
with  beautiful pale pink flowe
Near the side of the valley, on
granita rocks, a small Spirea wi
long pendant white flowers growsi
the crevices together with nasses
maiden-hair ferns, I must not fo
get to mention the beautiful mosy
and lichens that spread over the toc

and trunks of fallen trees in eve
shade of green, grey and bLrow

forming a soft and charming carp
to wallkk on. On travelling up ¢
valley thirty miles and reaching
higher platean, a gradual change tak

place in the wvegetation.  Gracel
Birch trees scattered through lar

swampy plains, also Black Pines an
Hemlock of smaller growth, deno
a change f{rom the flora of the coa
and an approach to the forms of li
peeuliar to the climate of the interi:
of the province.

A trip through this flne valle
destined to be one of the futu
highways to the interior, can be  tike
in three days and will amply rem
any lover of nature both in its wild
and richest aspeets. .

About 20 boys are in residence
the Boys' Howe, Port Simpson, und
the able management of Mr. C.
Richards. The building has Dbe
enlarged during the year. Mo
could be accommodnted if" only
grant sufficient for their support cou
be obtained, A matron .i3  mu
needed, :

Our council of Chiefs have be
very active. The side-walk has b
extended, the grounds about ¢
church cleared up, and a road bu
up the hillside to the burying groun
Kitamaat.now takes its place as of
of the neatest and  most. .pieturesq
villaoes on the Paciﬁc cc.ast.
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