
which any Memiber coutl so greatly s;uifer."t

3. Neither-ýJesus. lots flot.mean that the
inu and his parents 'were siniess, but tlîat the

blindness was no«t .sent as the pýunishrnent: of
any particular .sin. (Comae Luke .13: 1-5,
and the story of job.) But that--The design
of God.in this case is here revealed by. author-
ýty. God subjected hum to this niisfortune in
order that heinight be a means of giorifying

* l-lim. What is nman's chief end? Tise workes
of God-That hie riiight be a.suhject of Christ's
heaIng power ; that hie might be an example'
of odYs loving care ofa heipiess one froni
day to day; that hie andi bis parents might

*experience .the chasteuing of th.e Lord, which
was for their spiritual profit ; and that the pity
and sympathy of others might find in him an
occasion for exercise. (John I à: 4; Rom. i i:
33.) For ail that he meekiy suffered here the
man wouid receive a rich reward hereafter.
We shouid be glad to know that sin's crufel
consequences are not always penalties, but are
intended as.nieans of blessing to us ani others.

IL. A SUFFERER r\EiKvEi). 4.. We
must work (R. V.) - Whether GÔod calls us
to active effort or patient suffering, lie this
blind man, we shouid live only to do CGod's
wvîll. Jesus often urges to ceaseless activity
(John 4: 34; 5: 19, 36; Il: 9; 12: 35; 17. 4).
'Ùhe niglit---The immediate reference nîay be
to our *Sa-viour's death, but we takze his words
rather with the general meaning: "ITis life
is the season for giorifyîng God in the face oi
sin and uts consequerices. ime and oppor.
tunities iost can neyer be restoredl."

"through tbis toilsome world, aias!
Once ar.oniy once 1 pass.
If a kindness. I may shew,
If a good deeri I mnay do
To any suffering feilow-rnan,
Let nme do it while I can,
Nor delay it, for 'tis plain
I shall not pass this may agaiin."

5. Thse light of thse world - -The gospel
of Christ dispeis the moral and spiritual clark-

reai work. Ile heais the ieprosy of sin, re-
stores orspiritual powers, casts. evil out of
our hiearts, illuminates our consciences and
niinds, and raises up those dead in --in, Read
and compare together IsaL. 29: 18; 35: 5; 42:
7; Lulce 4: 18-21; John 1. 5, 9; 3: 19; 8: 12;,
12: 35, 46.

6. Àzsoirited bis eyes (R. V.) - Some-
times our Saviour used xneans in performing,
bis miracles, and sometinies he spoke the word
only. He knew best when they were cailed
for and wbeu not. But in every case ithevir-
tue lay, not in auy niatural remedy, but in his

owvn -upernatural aùid divine healing power.
In nil6yngthein our Saviour grCousiy
aidd te wak-faith of the suierers adtheirfrienris. Ilere the bliud men. would feel the.

well-knowa. remedy, and .this would. awaken
.trust and expiectation.iinhinii. It-wouldi.niore.
over, connect more ýclosely, iii.-them.Rn's minc
th.e cure and the -physician.

7. Go w«a--mThe -water. ccnuld not .operi
bis eyes, but his faith ansd obedience would bp
exercised. Compae the story of Naaman, 2
Kings 5: i0. Te pool of.Siloa.m-A foun.
tain andi. reservoir at -the. south-east. end of
Zion, ou the west side.ofO pbel, the southern
spur of the temple bill Cit -The .name
.5iioain.is derived froin tie 1-iebrew Yverb ".,to
send." Perhaps, because, springing froïs ýthe

tem ieilh, it '«as regarded as the speciai gifý

of 'd John sees in the naiea typical ref.
erence to Christ himiseif. (Isa. 8: 6; John 5:
36.38;, 17: 8.) *VCame.îSeei1g-Hisobedience
and fàith were rewarded. 1le went there
groping bis way stick in baud, he returned as;
if transported into a new world. Who can
inmagine the sensations that now thrilled humi
with delight.

.111. SCEI'TICAI. FRIENDS. 8. That he
was a begçar (R. V.) -instead of "Ilthat -bie
'«as blind.' T he two ternis are syn .onymoug,
for there was nothing that a blind man then
could do. but heg. They couici hardly beiieve
that it %vas the saine ni. No inu hd ever
heard of sîîch an one heing cured (verse 32),
andhis opened eyes anîd lighted *up couîite-
nance wouid inake him* look very untike -the
beggar with biind, expresslonlêss face.

il. The mans thiat la éalled Jeams P-V.)
Tfe weii-kuown wonder-workerjesu., Ife

dots flot yet kuow b*it as the Christ, the
*Saviour froni sin. This iuîiraclè was wrougbt
on thse Sabbath (verse 14). Read the con-
.clusion of this ver iuterestiug story, and iiote
the nianiy bearing of the.man, and bis prompt
and hearty .acceptance of bis Healer.as the
Son of Goa.

" 'The experience of this man is a type of the
case of many a simpie-iinded believer in our
tîmes. Just imagine jerry McAuley, or, Bens-
digo the prz-ihee caiied'up before a couin-
cil of nien likze Huxley, Darwin, Spencer aàid
Tyndall, and questic>ned about ibeologicai
specuiations. They couid not answer thein
one ini a thousanil. Tyndall says, ' McAuley,
how cau you reconcile prayer with natunul
law?' Poor McAuley would have to say,
'I1 cannoi do it.' 'Weil,' says Darwin,
'.how caxi you expiain Genesis in the light of
modern science?' Again Jerry gives no
answer. ' Come, now,' says Spencer, «'tell
us what you know about Jesus.' Now Jerrys
lips open. «'Once,' hie -a s, q1 was a river
thief, and a drunkard, and a lowi-ived mani.
But now I amn a sober, honest man, changed
in character froin the crown pf my head to thse
soles of nsy feet. Jesus wroughÏ thi§ change
in nie in ariswer to prayer. - ',Wel,
Beudigo,' says Huxley, 'what have you to
say about this maSter?' ' I have much the
saine testimony as McAuley. I was a prire.
fighter, antd ,had fought. twenty-fouir reçular
batties. I '«as in prison at one time, and


