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Editorial.

Pl —
To_cL.FBE - -
The destructive conflagration last
- month at Port Perry, Ont., affords an-
" other and & very conolusive argument iof
any were needed in favor of adequate
: “protection against the ravages of fire.
* Afew weeks ago Port Perry was one of the
" busiest and ‘rost substantial towns in
* Canads, to-day the entire business por-
7 tion of it ligs in ashes, and it has sustain-
63 a lose that will take it many years to
** flly recover from. Tike nearly all other
& Cwisdian towns, Port Pary was lorgely
= bompoted of woodén buildings, and the
:Verents of the past decade have fully
i Phroven that when onos firegets a tiold on
5ok 8 place a cléan sweep is almost cer-
+ Win to be made. Very few of our
- Ridy {gwhiire provided watlrsténim
;. engines and & plesitiful water supply and,

WARNING,.

If wo woro to toll ourfriond Mr. Blank,
the joweler in Jonesville, that wo had
cortain information that his storo was
going to bo burglarized to-wmorrow night,
wo are cortain he would not rest until he
hsd exhausted every precaution in mak-
ing his proporty scoure. If our informa.
tion wore correct and ho did not, he would

This it appears tho majority of the
ratopayers havo porsistently rofused,
alleging that as it wor'l benefit the
morcbants more than any one clse, they
should pay for it thomsolves. As things
bhave turned out, 1t would have boen
wiser for the merchants to have stood
the wholo oxpense, but as they could
not gee into faturity they did not
do so. Now, however, that the ontire
business portion of the town has beon | b® 81 ass of the first water. .
swopt away, the kiokers have come to Now while we are not in a position to
the conolusion that they were gong ,telegraplh toany of our readers the pro-
agamst thair own interests, when they | °ise day or hour that an attempt is to bo
rofused to go in for adequate fite protec- | made upon theirsafes, wo wish to draw
tion. Too late thoy lave found that th?xr attention to the fact that smoch a
their prosperity depended almost en- | thing may overtakothemany dny. Burg:

| tirely upoun the merchants whose energies laricshave beon so common lately thatone

made 1t & trade contre.  For the mer. , ¢80 hardly pick up a paper without read-
ohants who lost their all by tlus dis- 108 ofthem. Whyis this> Wo think that
astrous fire, wo have nothing but the {18RY if not most of the burglaries that
heartiest sympathy, and trust that they | 96OUF &r¢, though not ocoasioned, made
may very soon recover the financial postible by tho carelessness of the

,grouud they have loat ; for those, how- Person robbed. Probably nn class of

over, who selfishly opposed fire pro-  tnerchants suffer more .from the de-
teotion.when it-conld bave been of bene.  Predations of those miduight prowlers
fit, and who now feol the effect of the than do jewelers, because their stocks
disaster, we can only say, “sorved thom | 578 valuable, small in bulk and-easily dis-

| zight.” Through the emergy of 1m‘possd of, and yet we think we: are safe

. . [4

merohants, Port Perry will soon phenis- | iB 88ying that no class of merchants aro
1ike rse fromits ashes; s finer and™ 4 |morecriminally careless in- their proteo
more complete town than the one des- | #on We have writtun up this subject at
troyed ; wheu it does so we are certain  Jongth in Tae Traoen on two oceasions,
the lesson of the late fire will never be |and we 1‘.‘10“’ for o fact .u"“ in spite of
forgotten, but that by water supply and | OuT Warnings in soveral .mstances lately,
fire engines, it will bo put as far esjthe ordinary precautions suggested
humanly possible beyond the reach of a | DY us were totally neglected‘ Why
similar catastrophe. this is we cannot tell. In view of
P — the recent burglaries in Aurora, Ux-
The individusl lesson of the Port Uridge, Peterdoro, and Corawall, we
Perry fire is not far to seek. * Bs m”.!think this an opportuns timne to sound a
you have your stock and buildings fully in-“ew words of warning to somo of our
sured, and then even i you be unfortunate Vreadors vgho may. heretot_‘ore. have neg-
enowyh to be burned out you arein q position”ecte‘:l this very lm?or'tu.?t matter.' In
o start afresh without compliment to any- |the.ﬁrs.t place we think that vory many
body.”- .of the jewelers in  Caneda .are unaware

. We. haye written_up the subject of of the faot that o
adequate-fire insurance in Tne TRADER,A FIRE-TROOP S8APE 18 *0T A SURGLAR-PRUOF
seversl times, but 1t .s‘just a3 important ) SAFE sy (AN BE OPENED™BR Ay ENPERT

¥, e cancequence is that most of them, and
y wlspecmlly in dry summer weather, ate
:ug the. mercy of any tramp who bas
.+, 8oough of thedevil in hiw to put a match

now, as it was the first time we touched IN FIPTEEN MINUTES. .

apon it. We woull ecarnestly advise No safe we think is absolutely burglar
every one of our readurs tu attend to this proof , what the ‘agennity of one man
matter at once, a0l dvu't delay it a single , has construck 1, the ingeruity of some
day. I you ba-e not got sour stuck and  other man can Jestroy, if Le has the time

. fothodatbuilding of some one who hes,, bailding fully ineared, dv su befure you' and opportunity. A so-cailéd barglar

— {-Port Perry merchants is dounbly hard,
o for a long time they havo been agitat-
%mg to hayo the town bay &l;qm.. a steam
l ‘ngine and secure them against such a

> Jechaps refused him sheltér.
of

The tase |

go'to bed. We don't undestand how a pruof safe therefore is onc that although
merchant can sleep soundly .at nighi, it canbeopenel, 7illi.. .t the operat’ s
when he goes to bod with the koowledge , uf the burglar ¢ Ion, that he will not
that shonld a Ere uccur aaring the niglt, \ date to tackle it for fear of dctection befure
he would rise a Leg.at i iue morning.  Le can sccare the contints. Then again

EWW 88 has just overtaken thom. A word to the wiso shuuld be sufficient. !»Lh« guestion uf security Jepends tery mach



