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by aid of the almost muimited conbine
ntion of ¢npital that enn bo cffeoted. A
good instaned-of thidwny be seed w tho
xedent ninalgtithation-of-the Grand Trank
and* Great \Western Railwsys, Thexe
roads havo been rivals ever sineo their
‘cohstriction, and their competition has
fir o miball mensure lelped to advance
{hd interests of thopoople of this country,
oworing the rates: of inland and out.
ward bound freight. In their passenger
trnfic nlso thoy have always shown an
inclination to” keop up tho full rates,
excopt nt competing points, inwhichcases
they invariably bronght them to an oven
figare, no mnlter what the difference
would have been at the ordinary rate
ctarged. Al thias was of rourso brought
‘abynt by bppesition, and the healthy
rivalry thus exented did tho public very
much good, while it did the railrond com.
panies little or no harm.

All this is now to be changed howovar,
aud in place of opposition and cutling of
rates weare to have fusion and monopoly,
nnd a8 a conscquence a tightening of -the
screws as far as thoy can logitimately bo
turned: By their recent amalgnmntion
thie' Grand Trunk and Great Western
sharehiolders bave tirtually placod the
people of this provinco at their mercy, nnd
if thoy are »s soulless as corporations ave
usually represented to be wo shall not be
Jong in fecling the effecte of the change.

T fact in many placos both the freight
nnd passenger rates hnve already been
advanced-to more profitable fignves for
thie railronds, and it is ouly a questiou of
time when it will become general all
along the lino.

Tha vecessity for o Railway Com-

after tho rights of the peoploe i3 bocoming
every dny mors apparent, and cannot bo
ignored much longer. Such a commssion

hins been found necessnryin Great Britain, !

LLEE, TRADER,

%lion throughout thy country, and it is
hardly premature to sny that its succesy.
ful inawguration and ‘steady prosperity
bag sounded'tho knell of the perambu-
Inting system of exhibitions - herotofure
iti vogne in this cotntry.
Wo have previously oxpressed in thise
columns our conviction that {lie'dny of
itinerant faivs was past, aud that al-
though thoy had served a good purpose
in the carly days of our development,
that they had outlived their usefulnoss,
and should, therefore, bo guiatly relegated
to sowoe honorable nigho in® our ngrioull-
‘dural wugeum. B
" If the head pishors of that almost
defunct institution oduld be brought to
realize that their pot shote hiad ouflived
its usofulness, and that the soouner they
throw what little eneigy they possossed
{nto sowe Tive copcern thé belter it would
bo for themdolves and ‘tho country at
large, thoy would have meade loug ago n
step in thg direction of advanéetuent. But,
gingular to say, thoy still cling to the
idea that they, and only they, aro able
to run such & gigantic concern as a
 Provincial Exhibition, and that it they
were toet it go by the boardsthe British
constitution would be endanger.d. They
fail to seo thnt in this ago of electricity
and steam their Govérpment pap fed
carsling is wholly unfit to compete
agninst the healthy, wido-awake stripling
that private ¢ntorprisshas sot up against
it, They also fail to see that they ara
not keoping nbreast with tho spirit of
{ the nge, nud that thé prople do not now
{ sea the propriaty of subsidizing an insti.
"'tution that is nlways financinlly embar-
Vinssed, and one, moreover, whoso work

o

"ter, but without any oxpense fo the
country atlargo, '

As o matter of fuct, these grcai rential

fairs, which are tho direct outg. ..th of
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mission appoiuted by parliament to look | can n1ow be accownplished, not only et {
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to iws former unfural state.  You mighy

as well expest to gel s gooll-protestion
from the sun from n lot of saplings

planted each year-and left in the ground
for about a month, us from a grovo of
healthy growing shade trees which had
geen both the storms and sunshine of
half n century,

By. the action of the dircctors of the
Provineciul last year in forving themsolves
upon Toronto for the avowed purposo of
killing its Induslrial Exhibition, the Tnst
link in the chain which bound that valu.
able institutiow to this oity was.severed,
and whatever bo its ultimnfo ending, it is
now practically dafunct as far-ua Toronto
ig goncorned. *

Wo™ nre” 8o0iFy to motice o growing
feoling of jealausy belwded tho other
largo cities of Ontario and tho Capital of
tthe Proviico.. Whoy seem 'to think'that
Psronto’s grofth-must ‘moan-thbir deciy
aud thst this city should gb quietlyio
sleep and lat every other plrcy “get the
start” of *it.™ If “Toronto goes into-any-
rthing in a spirited;maGacr they at once
raise ths cry of monopoly and cqntrali-
zahion, and. try fo indute the public to
beware of her grasping and selfish de-
iSigNS. o ’

. This-should not -so- be. Thé Quéen
City .of tho West is no moro selfislithan
any-ofrits.deoriers; perhapsif the truth
were told, hardly so. much,.buk she. is
bound to keep in the van. of Canadian
intelligence and enterprise, and if by
reason f Dher population, wenlth and
otber attractions, she is. able to-malke a
success of what has hitherto .proved a
financial failure,” her public spirited
citizens.should bo,praised instead of gen-
sured forit. This Indugirial Exhibition
is entirely an oatgrowth of private enter-
I prize, anil now tisat its-promnters have
| domonstrated tv tho covntry that such
(1bings can. be.xun. to:pay withouy draw-
‘ing on the publis exchequer,. their .ex-
lample ouglt to b imitated hy many of

and we think that they could find plenty oo mimercial rivalry and friendly compe |tlie surrounding citics.

of work i Cauadain putting down the
abuses connected with the railway wan-
agement as b present practised.

CANADA’S GREAT FAIB.

As wo confidently predicted in ourlast
issue, thoe fourth Industrial Exlnbition of
the City of Torento proved n greater

snceess than wny of its predecessors,

and the management and the citizens of
‘Poronto may bo fairly congratulated ou
tho splouiid success they have achieved.

‘This, the greatest of Canada’s farg, has:

atready gronn to be & recognized institu-
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| tition, are so i'u'i-, i ’dvauce of the old
! provineial, that ono cau only wounder at
{the blinlness which prompts the con-
tinuance of the latter. In an exbibition

such as tho  Tovonto Induslrixﬂ one.‘

where the buildings aud other improve-
ments are permancot, it can be casily
seen that there is ‘a geent ineontive for

year. ~ Allthis is ‘entirely altered in ' tho
pererabulating 'systern where n great deal
of mouoy i¢ expended uponn &'concern
that exibis ‘only for a’' fow' dagd ot*ihe
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hnproving and- beantifying it ‘jear by

[ most and: then destroyed, of ‘Il 6 réttrn’

The lnrge ineasnre of saccess that the
-exhibition bas et with this year, will
no doubtk have tie effcct.of making the
primoters put furth more vigoraus efforts
in the [uture, and therg is every prob-
ability of the nextyedr’s fair outsitipping
| qll:its- predecessors.m point of attractions
Inudbatiendance. Iiwprize list, nowthe
tlurgest of muy cxlubitjon. in the Domi-
‘nion, 18 being wereased anunally, and it
is no ulopian idea fo hope that Yefore
'our “exbibition is n quarter of “u century
jold, 1t willthave grown inlo sach a wig-
roroug:manhood as to ba recognized 'as
yane of tho great attractions. not onlyfor
‘Ontatio aloue, bat for the whole.of the
tDominiox. o o
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