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i
BRITISH GUIANA—ITS RELIGIOUS AND;
EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES. )i

The Grove, Graru_md. September 30, 1861. |
8ir,—Many persous who have given the subject
consideration, arc impressed with the idea (and

they have some solid grounds for arriving nt tho|; ovected, former ones cnlavged, the colonial legis-

conclusion) that England has been specintlyy
gelected by Provideuco as the instrument toy
convey to tho most vemote and least frequented

portions of the habitable globe the Llcssings ofﬁ
civilisation, and the simple yet sublime truths,,
of christinunity; aod well and nobly is sho accom-
plishingher glorioug mission, for wherever her flag |
becomes unfurled, there contemporancously are,

scattered tho sceds of good government, and 8, nonderating influcnco and number of the inbabi-
puro faith; seeds which, in the course of ‘"“0»“ tants belonging to theso persunsions resident in

yicld » gratifying and most abundant harvest,
To no country in the world, perhaps, will thisq
romark moro aptly apply than to our possessions i

on the const of South Awerica, known as British, jtself crected into a diocese, and an earnest, good
Quiann, comprising the colovies of Demerars, | man, connected with the country by ties of
Essequibo, and Derbice. These colonies, as YOu ;property aud velationship, appointed prelate,
are aware, after dolonging to us for a short time, - Under him, and mainly through lhis cxertion,
about 179G, wera restored to the Dutch at the jthero wero cstablished two valuable institutions,

peaco of Amiens in 1802; but in consequenco of

o renewal of tho war in 1803, they were again i+ Bishop’s College,” while under him roligion

captured, and from that timo to the present have |
uninterruptedly been anuexed to the DBritish
Crown, ,

In those days of compulsory labour, religion i
and educntion wero not considered to be necessary i
or esseutinl to the well-being of the slaves by
those who owiied them, and the consequence was lg
that thoy—-the slives—iwere quite ns ignorant|
ard nearly as savagoe ns if they had never left the ”
wilds of Africa; the probability, indeed, is toat.
many of them woro more savage and wicked, as'
tho crucltios practised upon them in their thral- .
dom wero certain to excite and stir up their!
breasts feelings of hatred nnd yevenge, withi
many other bad passions from which they were |
exempt when in their native forests, i

Somo solitary proprictor, here and there, dif- 1
fering from his neighbours, did conccivo that his
nogroes bad souls within them that would never
die, and directly or wdirectly used his cfforts to
promote and secure their happiness hereafter;
but such a man was an exception: he was |
regarded a3 a visivnary, a disturber of the proper ;
systom of cocrcion, & meddler things that did
uot concern him. I

It was, therefore, n matter of no great surprise |
when tho country beecamo ours, to find only n]
solitary church of tho Lutheran form of worslhip
in cach province. Under British rule, matters
begon to improve, slowly at first, I admit, but,
thero was an improvement; o clergyman of the:
Church of England was soon settled in George-:
town, and another in New Amsterdam ; tho Lon-;
don Missionary Society, too, sentout its miaisters:
and teachers, and the negroes heard, for the first/
time, occasionally on Sunday, of & home inf
heaven, wheroe their are no chains nov whips, nor:
eoparations nor deaths; where there rules and;
goveras ono common Father of us all, with whom!
tho colour of a man’s skin weighs as nothing ;!
that wintes and blacks are cqually His chnldren, |
and tho objects of Ins care; that it is his divinel|
will that somo men should be masters and others|
servants, and that the more we are afilicted here
—if wobear our sufferings patiently—the grcatert
will bo our roward and happiness hereafter.
With cheering intelhigence like this poured into|
their aoxious ears, the slaves, when practicable, )
began toattend tho churches and ohapels in large
numbers,and theSunday-schoolsbecame thron ged.

'! Religion, like a young and vigourous tree planted

fn good soil, grow and advanced rapidly. Tho
Church of England appoiuted mcra clergymeon;
the colonies became, in 1826, nnitea to tho dio-
ceso of Barbadoes, and the Bishop, Dr. Co’eridge,
commenced paying his trienninl vigitations, The
Church of Scotland, the Wesloyans, and other
Missionaries, too, had their ministers aud school-
masters sent out; now churches and chapels were

lature at every nnnual session voted considerable
sums of money for religions purposes, and in all
quarters of the country there was certainly made
to appear *¢ the form of godlmess

A littlo later, ngaiv, the good work still pro-
gressing, tho colonies were divided by lmv_into
parishes ; somo were declared to bo Episcopalian;
some Scotch DPresbyterian, according to the pre-

the le rlities.
Later still, in 1842, the Bishop of Barbadoces
having relinquished his sce, British Guiana was

now in full usefulness, *Queen's College” and

and ecducation i many parishes became infused
with more vigour and vitality.

Nor were other sections of the christian Church
less active; the Roman Catholics becomo n
pumerous and respectable body since the natives
of Madeira began toarrivo as permanent residents,
had their Bishop nominated; more dissenting
ministers aud preachers also eame, prompted, as
I sincerely Lelieve, (und I had, officially and
otherwise, many opportunities of judging,) by
worthy molives—to further the service of a
Supreme Master, and the advancemnent of religion
and knowledgo among his benighted crentures in
this isolated portion of the world

It may be interesting to particulariso the
churches and chapals seattered throughout the
whole length and breadth of tho land.

Of the Church of England thero are in Deme-
rara, a_cathedral, seven churclies, and five cha- i
pels.  Essequibo, threo churches and five chapels.
Berbice, four churches and four chapels.

There are also three missions established
specially for tho benefit of the aboriginal Indians,
one at Bartika, on tho Essequibo river; ono at
Pceraboom, on the Berbice river; and one at an
Indian place of resort, on the Abary river, *but

what are these among so many 3

Of the Church of Scotland there are in Deme-
rara, threo churches nnd two chapels. Esse-
quibo, one church. Berbice, five churches.

Of the Church of Rome, in Demerara, a cathe-
dral and two chapels. Esscquibo, two chapels.
Berbice, a church,

All these places of worslnp are supported, and
their ministers maintained, by liberal grants of
money from out of the Colonial treasury, in some
instances assisted by certain apnual allowances
from the Sceielyy for the Propagation of the Gospel,
and other institutions of o similar nature in
England,

Theso are conducted upon the voluntary prin-
ciple,—n stato nllowanco being contrary to the
viows of dissenters,—and their ministers and
teachers maintained at the oxpense of their
respectivo congregations, very littlo assistauco
being required from homo for their support,w—a
fact which spenks volumes for the sincerity of tho
religion of tho blacks, the principal attendants.

It will ho thus scen that there are over eiphty
places of worship now, where there were formorly
only two or three,

The schools aro moro numerous still, theve
being thirty-fivo belonging to tho Chureh of
England, fourteen to tho Chburch of Scotland,
seventeen to Wesleyans, and three to the Church
of Rome, all of which reccive support from tho
Colonial treasury. Thero aro also from thirty to
forty bolonging to the London Missionary Socicty,
the teachers ju which are paid by tho parents of
childreon, nided by donaticns from fricnds and
well-wishiers.

The schools receiving Government support ave
under tho supervision of an inspeotor, an officer
appointed by tho Crown but Laid by tho colony,
who not only examinos the children periodienlly,
but also the masters and mistresses proviously to
their appointment to their respective posts.

Tho schools attached to tho chapels of the
London Missionaries are under the control of the
ministers, and aro woll-conducted establishmonts,
doing, in their respectivo spheres, a great deal of
good. They are numerously attended, and jn
them thochildren acquire considerable proficiency
in all tho solid branches of gencral and useful
knowledge. I am enabled to speak positively,
on this point, a3 I bad the pleasure of presiding,
by invitation, for years at the usual Christmas
exuminations held in tho county whero I exercised
Jjurisdiction,

The iuhabitants of the colony number perhaps
160,000—a mixed community, consisting of
Europeans, Portugucse, East Indians or Coolics,
and Blacks, the last largely predominating, Al
theso you perceive to be fully provided with
religious and cducational training.  Would that
tho aboriginal Indians of the interiur could have
like blessings conferred upon thow; would that
they, too, could be taught to partake, in brotherly
love and fellowship, of these advantages, and thus
eventually share in thoso pure waters of life,
whose fountain, wo arc assured, shall nover
becomo exhausted —I am, &ec.

CHARLES HENRY STRUTT,
Retired Stipendiary Nagistrate,

Late of British Guiana.
—Colonial Church Chronicle.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES IN CHINA.

(From the Spirit of Missions of the Church in
Atmnerica.)

To appreciate the present state of thingsin
China, it wust be borno in mind that there are
three parties with whom the mssionarics have to
deal—the people, the imperinl rulers, and the
Nankin insurgent.

It is with thoe first of these, the peoplo of the
land, that tho Missionary has wost to do, and
from them Lo experiences least opposition. Con-
fining ourselves to the history of our own mission,

The dissenting places of worship are as fol- {iit is perfectly accurate to say, that never has

lows:—

London JMissionaries.~—In Demerara, soven
chapels.  Essequibo, ono chapel. Borbice, seven
chapels,

Westeyans.—In Demerars, threo chapels. Es-
sequibo, two chapels. Berbice twwo chapels.

Independent Congregational Dussenters.—In Dem-
erara, cight chapels. Essequibo, soven chapele.

there been o timo wheb freeenough access has not
been cnjoyed by the missionary to more people
than his stresgth would allow him to deal with;
and what move could bo asked ?

This, which has always been true of onr mis-
sionary cfforts, 13 most painfully realised now,
when tho masses of accessiblo population spread
out before us boyond the limit of vision, and their

—Total, thirty-six.

number surpasses all ordinary habits of computa

o~



