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The Cost of o Train.

! & established 1 Russia, a lady, dressed with the
3
mo-t Sgghost eleganee, Wwas walkinyg on the Moscow pro-

wave igggaalde, leanmng upon her husband’s arm, and let-
ause, S8 the loog train of her rich diess sweep the dust
to sco g duirt of the strect.

young officer, coming hastily from a side
e, was so careless as to catch one of hus spurs
fho lady’s tram, and in an mstant a great piece
Rtorn out of the costly but frail material of the

K 'bcg a thous:}nd pardons, madame,” said the
B, with a polite bow,and then was about pass-
S, when he was detained by the Iady s hus-

& ou have insulted my wife,”
Nothing was farther from my intention, sir.
r H wifo's long dress 13 to Llame for the accident,
¢ loRh T sincerely regret, and 1 beg you once more
didnlceive my apologies for any carelessness on my
R’ Thereupon he attempted to hasten on.
B ou shall not escape 0, ' said the lady, with
i cad thrown back in a spinted way. ¢ To-day
M (irst time I have worn this dress, and it cost
R undred rubles, which you must make good.”
Iy dear madame, I beg you not to detain me.
& obliged to go on duty at once.  As to thetwo
red rables—1 really cannot help the length of
R dress, yet I beg your pardon for not having
k more cautious.”
@ on shall not stir, sir.  That you arc obliged
B on duty is nothing Yo us, My wife is right;
i ess must be made good.”
o officer’s face grew pale.
You force me to break through therules of the
e, and I shall receive punishment.”
Pay the two hundred rubles and you are free.”
e quickly changing color in the young man’s
wn REbetrayed how mwardly disturbed he was; but
stu;Jaing close up to them both, he said, with ap-
- nt self-command :
us MRy ou will renounce yonr claim when I tell you
hoEE T am a—a—poor man, who bas nothing to live
resiiiing his officer’s pay, and the amount of that pay
cL/ Ly reaches the sum of two hundred rubles ma
e year. I can, therefore, make no amends for
1 m1§fortunc, except by again begging your
on.
tap JOh ! anybody could say all that; but we'll see
-""3" B s truc; we'll find out if you have nothing but
a5 N pay. I declare myself not satisfied with
excuses, and I demand my money,” persisted
ady, in the hard voice of a thoroughly unieel-
broman,
N That is true——you are rieht,” the husband
rvilied, dutifully supporting ker.  “ By good luck
hinjiphave the open court now just in session. Go

'15 g snbefore the judge and he will decide the
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~At the time when the first open court of law

oblige me hy accepting
dred rubles in question.”

I don’t know if I sh

‘ .
1o —a course of proceeding which soon reduced | with them to tho court-ruem, where tho gallery
sour 1 e Harry toavery proper state, and made himo was densely

osition he hadt |

PO | kil to m my bringher complaint.
jgoing, and shortly wave hun an opportmty of

nacked with vcrowd of pcu\ﬂe.
After waiting some time, the lady had leave to

*What have y« u to answer to this complaint ?”
said the judge, tuning to the oflicer, who seemed
embarrassed and half m_ despair.

“(n the whole, very little.  As the lateness of
"'the hoar, and bung reyuired on duty, cnzmpellcd
jme to hurry, I did not notice this Iady's tram,
whiel was draggng on the ground. I caught one
of my spaes wat, and had the misfintune to tear
the dress,  Madame would not vecene my ex-
cuses, bt perhaps new she nnght find herself more
disposal to forgiveness, when Logran declare, so
help me Qud, that I conmutted this aw kward
Dlunder without apy mis hievous intention, and 1
carnustly heg that shy will pardon me”

A mujwur ran through the gallery, evidently
from the people taking sides with the defendant,
and agunst long trains in general and the lady in
particular.

The julge callel to order, and asked—* Are
you satistied with the defendant’s exp'anation ?’
+¢Not at all satisfied. 1 demand two hundred
rubles in payment for my torn dress.”
¢ Defendant, will you Yay this sum ?_ )
1 would have pad it long before this were Iin
a position to do so. Unfor tunately I am poor. My
pay as an officer is all T have to hiveon.” .
“You hear, complainant, that the dcff;nd:mt i8
not able to pay the sum you demand of him. Do
you saill wish the complaint to stand ? ”

An unbroken stillness reigned throughout the
hall, and the young officer’s breath could be heard
coming hard.

X wish it to stand.
rights.”

There ran through the rows of people a murmur
of indignation that sounded like a rushing of
water.

¢ Cousider, complainant, the consequences of
your demand. The defendant can be puniched
only through being deprived of his perzonal liberty,
and by that you could obtain no satisfaction, while
to the defendant it might prove the greatest injury
in his rank and position as an officer, and especially
as he is an officer who is poor and dependent upon
his pay. Do you still instst upon your complaint?”
1 stall insist upon it.”

The course the affair was taking secmed to have
become painful to the lady’s husband. Ho spoke

with his wife urgently. but, as could be seen by

the way she held np her head and the energy with

which she snook it, quite uselessly.  The judge

was just going on to further consideration of the

case, when a loud voice was heard from the

audience :

T will place the two hundred rubles at the ser-

vice of the defendant ™

There followed a silence, during which a gentle-

The law shall give me my

man forced his way through the crowd and placed
himself by the young officer’s side.

¢ W———, and beg you will
the loan of the two hun-

¢ Sir, 1 am the Princ

«Prince, 1 am not worthy of your kindness, for
all ever be able to pay the

oan,” answered the young man, in a voico tremu-

farther protestation on the officer’s part thav |}

ous with emotion.




