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some towns, at lesat, we would alwaya have empty rooms.
So I walk along the street, gather my crowd, enter the room ;
the crowvd, after considerable coaxing, follows. We then
teach singing, which is always an attraction, tell simple
Bible stories, and send themn off witha a prayer that sone of
the words spoken may take root in their hearts. People at
home hardly realize how 1-ird it is to work on week after
week, and see so littie resuit. The women attending the
regula- mtetings are ne-irly ali Christians, and in three places
at leant, 1 thinii 1 can sve signa of growth, and an increased
earnestneds in the Btudy of thie Word.

Our new church was opened in November. It is a prettier
church than the one in Azabu, and is qtfte an ornament to,
the town.

We spent a very pleasant Christmas season.this year. On
Fri-Jay, Dec. 22ad, Miss Robertson and 1 took tea with the
pupils ini heir dining-room. Ihey enjoy very much bavxxg
us take tea, with them, and sometimea invite us to do so,
especially when they think they ha.ve aomething in Japanese
food that we like.

.After tea. we went to the ,Rchoul room, where the girls had
a literary meeting, laaaing niearly a-u hour. When-that ws
over, Miss Robertson invited thein to our parlor toe pend
the rest of the evening. We hadhad a Christmas treo put
in one corner of the room, and had hung on it. bags fille&
with Japanese cakes, oranges, and for the eider girls, "Little
Pillows," by Miss Havérgal, and for the younger, "lLittle
Dota " and the "1Infant's Magazine. " The girls were very
much suinised and. delighted when they saw thb tree. Wb
played one game and then had a Christmas Zalk about Sauta
Cliaus, the German (Jhrist-chiid, and the Christmas joy and
peace, which seems to-be in the very air at home. Perbapa
there ia nothing we mis"~o much at the Christmas season as
that Christmas feeling.

Chri.stmas mean8a suhttie here. 1<. la only another holiday
kept by the litie band of Christins. Atter the tree was
stripped, we sang sonte Christmaes hyamns, and then closed a
4lery pleant and profitable ev ening wlth prayer.

'Several of our girls peath la Sundaý Sthoola, which have
heen startedi in different pa.rts of Shid.iuoka.


