
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

TH/E MASTER'S FOOTS TEP.

m. 01)10e wvlo eaul tlîemselvcs
Chri,tians ncknowvlcdgo
uit whleu serions iliuess
cenies, or %vlien we grew
old-in fact, -%vheui death
is evidcntly ucar at liand

-it becomes at last reaiiy
t ncccssary te attend te the

tlîings thnt beiong te our
salvatie». Tiius f.ar, nîl are
agree(l, eveu, LIe niost Caro-
less anons us.

B3ut tl ere is eue very great
auistae inte iviiieli a large

numiier of people f.ali. Tiiey
thinli that wvlien tiînt tinteJ
cornes, an(l wlien ail further

possibiiity of evadiing tho question is talion frein
tuz, wleni it becunies so absoutely necessary that -vo
eituid bo prcpared to meet our God, wo can stili ho
able te ninko thc preparation on whichi oternal life
or death munst deî)eud.

I eutrcat such ptole te listen te a fow words freon
one iio knows soniething about ivhat it fCols likec
whlen we hear out i\lister's stop approaehing, and lis
voice calliig ripou us te corne and sny the lesson Ho
had given us to icarn.

I lave liad iliness uiyself, aud I have seen others
suifer, and I have sec»i pe~ople die, and ail that I have
ubseved proves the saine tliing, nainely, that a
.severe illhîess is flot the tirno for any grent offert of the
licart er mnd ; on the contrary, the more i11 people
are, tIe less tlioy are able te think.

Wiîeu tiiose whio Lave nover really drawvn near te
Ced, tlirougi faitlt in Christ, are told that they are
0ei- te die, tlîey uuîay ho friglitcned ; but that is
*juite another inatter. NMore freqjuently, however, they
feel too wvcak and ill te caro deeply about anytlîiug.
The heur lias conte iviien tiîey are being called upon
Lu say tlîeir lessea ; and not ouiy the tinîte for learning
iL is past, but the power of at.teuding to it lias gene
tee.

And Lliougli tliere iuay have been soute feiy exeep.
tional cases in wvhich people have roponted wvith truc
repentance, eveni in a hast illness, rnost assnredly it
nîay be said that tlîis lias nover been known for
ucrtain te have been Lue case with any eue person
wlîe had wilfuliy put it off tili thon.

As I said before, I have seon people die ; and I
wvill tell yen about twoeucaes wvhich, I. arn iiost
thankful te say, wore very different frein those whîo
put off caring for tlîeir seul te a dying ]teur.

Une of the friends te ivlioni I alludo died after a
'ery short illuess of great sufforing. He nover kuew
tlîat lie wvas dying, for tiiose wlîose duty it wvould
have been te tel1 lirn se nover thonglit tho iilness
would prove fatal. Tliey even thouglit, during the
last two or tlîree days, ùhat lie wvas getting botter;
they beiieved tlîis until lie actualiy 'pecame uncon-
scions, aud in a very little while bis spi -it passed away.

Yet it rnattored net that dcatli liad corne upon hii,»
unawarcs, for lie ivas ono wvhoso life lhad been
dedicated to God, througli Josius Christ our Lord.
])uring tho wvorst suffering of that iilnezs, front whiiehi
lie kad se littie theouglit that hoe should nover recover,
hie had feit that biessed Saviour nearoer te Iiiiii oven
than ever before, sixnpiy becauise his need of Ii was
s0 great.

Tho othor friond of whoin I would speak te you did
know that site Nvas dyinô; for niany wekls sho know
that lier end was appreaching, and rojoiced te knowv
it. BuAt înany and rnany a tine during thoso, weeks
she said thnt she wondered how people bore sucl
iiiness wvhen they did not already feel sure tliat they
-,vote forgiven and nccpted for Jesuis Christ's sako.

"lSuppose 1 had te corne te Ilim now," sito would
often s.y ; "lsuppose that I liad now te corne te Hini
for the first tinie, whilst I feol se weak and can thinli
se littie. I could net (Ie it; I amj sure that I ceuld
net."

But she, liad tho comfort of cnowving that she lmad
conte te the foot of Jesus long ago. She knewv that
fis blood liad ecansed lier fron ail sin; that He liad
ieved lier, aud recend lier unto Hirnself. And she
know aise, as the iast heur gradually drew noarer,
that Hie wvlio liad led lier ail lier life long, becauso she
trusted in Him, would lead lier stiil-iveuld Iead lier
through the valley of tIc shadow ef death. Whcu
she passed threughi thnt valiey sIc fearcd ne evil,
becauso Hie wvas wvitli lier; His red and is staff
comforted lier, Hie kept lier in perfect peace, lier
miad boing staycd on Him, until sho eutcred fer ever
jute fis visible presence, wvlire there is fulness of
joy, and at whese riglt liand tîec are pleasures for
evormore.

And now lot nie entreat Cadi eue %vlio rends theso
werds, if youi have hitherte delayed, te delay no
longer, but lot me entreat you by ail tînt is rnost
precieus, and that ivili centinue nxost precieus wlien
tho troubles and pleasures of this world shall have
alike passed aivay, de net wait te give thc last portion
ef yeur life te Ced. Our Lerd Jesus Christ did net
grive a part of Ilis lifo for us, but tlîe whoele. Let
us also give the wlîole ef eurs te I-im. It is net
muiell te briug, fer it dees but grow wverthless iu eur
own keeping. Only give it te Hum, and Ho wili
gic you "iinauifold more." Givo Humi your earthly
life, aud He wvill give you-wlîat a wvenderful ex-
change !-life everlasting. And net ouly that, but
even the earthly lifo which is dedicated te Ilini, Ho
wvill brigliten now Nviti fis ewn love. Ho wvill
coinfort you in every trouble; fie wlll hielp you in
evory difficulty ; Ho will lead you aud teacli you freont
day te day.

But remtember thnt wvheths.r you will corne te Humi
now or net, sickness and death must one day corne te
yen. iowvever strong or however presperous you may
now bo, the tuine must at last cerne wvheu nething save
tlîe lîelp of Christ can avail yen. And remeînbor
also that it is those, and only these, who have alrendy
learnt te knew Hum as their Geod Shepherd 'ivho,
wlien they readli the valley of tlie shadoiv of deatli,
fear ne evil, because Ho is -%ith thein.
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