The Word of God and the Voice of God. K ¥t

of the joints also and inargows, and is a discerner of the de-izes and
purposes of the heart.”

By it we are said to be purified, sanztified, begotten again,enlight-
ened, saved. Nothingisso much extolled ; no instriment so power-
ful, energetic, and effectual ; so well adapted to its end, as the word
of God. ~ Every great moral change in man is ascribed to it ; and. it is
Juniformly presented to us as the great instrument of God’s Almighty
‘power. 1t is the voice of the Almighty. By his voice all his great
works have been accounplished. God comm@ded light to shine out
of darkness, and the only instrument which'he is said to have em-
ployed in the original creation washisword. 1In the new creation he
has not changed his plan, or employed a new instrument. Of his
own will he has impregnated us by the word of truth, and has made
his word the very principle of renovation. Hearing is imparted to
man by his word ; for faith comes by hearing, and hearing itself comes
by theword of God. . .

To hear many of the moderns, who profess to preach ¢ke word, talk
of it as they do, and represent it as a dead and inefficient letter, is
enough to provoke the meekness of a Moses, or to awaken the indig-
nation of @ Paul. The voice of God spoke the universe into being
from the womb of nothing. The same voicerecreates the soul of maun,
and the same voice will awaken thedead at the last day. His voice,
heard or read, is equally adapted to the ends proposed. Some look
for another call, a more powerful call than the written gospel presents.
They talk of an inward call, hearing the voice of God in the sSouls.
But what greater power can the voice of God in the soul have, or
what greater power can this inward call have, than the outward call,
or the voice.of God, echoed by the Apostles? God’s voice is only
heard nowin the gospel. The gospel is now the only word of God,
or will of Gud—the only proclamation- and command addressed. 1o
the human-race. "Tis in this word of God his Spirit operates upon
men, and not out.of it. Were the Spirit to lay it aside, and agopt
any other instrument, it would be the greatest disparagement of /e
word of God, ““which is the wisdom and power of God,” “‘the word
of life,” and <“able to save the soul;” it would be to dishonor that
word as.men do wh-. prefer other means for converting men to the
gospel of Christ.

" ‘But let me ask, and seriously ask these inwardly caly(;}i“saints, who
have heard 'some other voice of God than the word of God, What did
that voice say ? Any thing differentfrom.that which is. written? Lf
s0, how did you judge it? To what standard did you veferit?  Jfit
said any thing to you different from what is written, you dare not
hearken to it: for the written gospel, Jesus declared, will judge you
at the last day. If it said nothing different from the written gospel,
it must have repeated the same, and what was.the meaning of repeat-
ingit? Does the word of God derive power from a mere repetition,af
1t: or must.God, like men, use frequent repetitions to supply the lack
of power? Can the voice of God have inore power in one language
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