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-so it is nlot yet. M'c iill not asscrt that there bias1 Thc more attention is now giren to benevolent and
been no decline in religion. On tc other haind, iecforîîiatory sitbjects by the cimurch, titan iii somo
Ilhere is abunidant evidence iii nimeronts inîstances of othier periîads of lier lîistory, is 11o just ground of
iepat tire froint ti Lord and lais ordinances, saifli- aîlaraii ; that, te aspects of religion are sonievvhat;

cient to awiîken dIep appreliensioii. And ais therciilid hy Luis change sliould cause ne alarn.-
is no nccebsity fur dtedeîasiýioit in religion, amty miore 1 ShiuîIl c idetitc appîemr tiîat the Llitýrcli is lfiîliag
tian tlhe.ce is for sin, and as ail relirlous dem lension into iiitit, depamrtiîig front pi.ilulsing lier
is siaiful, il, becunies Zioii's wamit( linîcît to souind Uic spirituiality, beuoiîîing forsakeit of Gud, thonî titora
silirin Mien such deciexîsions a:uaear, or arc jîistly Iwoîild be grotud for alarin. Aîîd wvitl the beset-
inppreliended. mntns aroîind ns, tutt the tendencies to cvii romain-

Buit inistitkes are sometimes miade on Liais sîibjcct. iaîg vwithiiî us, NNc Canneit bu t'Io vigilanit, Lianit NVO
Soite regard a Iprevalutaîce of tertii doctrines as folio e. i leaidiîîgs of P)rouidence, dire.-ted by aun on-
syîîonynîous with religionîs jîrosperity. But tiiese liriîtî.ncd coniscienice ani tie Iioly Spairit.
dco.triics unay liot, bc tAie îîîobt esselitial , or circiiin- Tite ftindaîmeutals of relig-oa are the saiane la every
atanees xnay malie otiiers more prontiient. Anad age. The essentiails of religionis 1.ruspedity aile eu-or
lumlu a chanige does nto, prove a declui.sioii iii religioîa. the banie. But aîoi-esbenthis aîid cirt tiiîttantiials
«IViith others, certatin frames of' feeling or excitemnit ditcr. Ilacc Lucre is necd of tic exercise of largo
rc synôîayaitus ivith a good statu uf religion. Bat d liatity, lesýt N% e neudle;s,,I fret ourseluevs aaîd disturb
cur scasibilities, by a laîw of cîtr nauares, vairy. oUa crs. Rtejoice in ail te prcgress made, iii ail the
lience a change it those dots atot prove a dcktriori- good donc, if it is ul, iii the precise vuauy w c have
lion in religion. Otiiers are aLtaclied to partictlar niarked out, or luave bcenanccîistoaîî.d Lo. Before
furuas auîd waîys. To tlacir minds they may Uc con- ýotu cunîpiautin muci of your aiciglibours, or te
secrated by expierience aîîd associaiont ; but as gen- ilaurcla, or the imes, sec thaît ýour own licart is
-erat'oa succeeds generation, cuastonis aîid furixis largely pervaded vvitiî charity.
-chango in everytliing, religion iichîtdcd. Tîtose,
therefore, do net aiways speak wisely who afliruat A DISCIPLE IN A BLAZE.
.'that te former Lianes were better tau it ese.

\Ve tire not lîerc discussing te question wvhetlîcr 1 ltnew that tc crucl Nero wrappcd many a Clans-
thle %vorld is botter inoraily aow tiît iL %%as tvi eity, tiain iii a garaient of piteh, aind thena seL lui-s oui lire.
-a hindred, a tl0usatnd, or twe Luisrnd yeairs ag.But I fell iii lately myseif with a disciple in a blaze.
The poinît is that wiîil is often cadled religions dc- Sure enoni, lie uvas ail on line 1 Tiiere was little or
ýcicîîsiojn is not aiways sucît. Tiiere ire, doubtiesS, ato snow ; iL %vis Loe hiot for that. 1 looh-td about
."uMe chiuatgcs ina religion thait are iafaîvotiztible, but four soine eo ho adon tIiutdi ntsc
Ut is not uvise Le coatsider evcry chatnxge a chuange for ny
rthe worse. It was a veny sad siglit. I do net know ltow long

Aimost evcry age antd generatioui bas ils charate- the lirc iîad been huraiing, wvhen I saiw Mina; but 1
4cnrisLit3s, iLs peculiarities ivitit refeèrence Lu religion.1 was afraid iL hiad Ueii sumo time, or 'As:e iL liad
*4ne as ait age of intellect, aitotiier of feciiaig, on(e of buned vw itlh great fiercencss, for tlucre neyer were
..coutroversy, anotîter of researcla, onte conservatiu-enmoret tiecisie and painfill marks of lire oii a launan
.anuLlîcr radical. The preseat age is one of' enterpnrise,lbulig. le liad been very lîanudsoinely àressed up to
investigation, progress, reforan. Moral questionis of tic ime lie took lire; bîtt M-ien 1 sawv hiîn, te beau-
gro.ît mnomnt, but lonag ncglcLcd, ire brotiglit lîttu ifui robe ut' ciariLy Nvas i'urned te a titiller. IL hadl
great prominence. The snbject cf tenaperauice, iii beeni the Il bond of perfeetiness ;" but .îil uvas asiîes
lu3 varions applications, litiman niglits, reciprocal uviien I saur il. A very vailuamble girdle, called trulli,

,duties, practicai beaievolence, engage a very large uu.is siiockingly scorclid. And you Lîatjidge cf the
gitane cf te popular attention. Aiid they take a severiLy of the lieat, wvîeit 1 allrn tait tAie breast-

ýdeep liold tapon the mniistry and te citunîli. platie cf rightcousncss, wiiiclt lue h:td von, ivas
Nouv it is a 7ery stale remark, titat tiiese sulajeets ineited douvn,.atnd toL:iliy disappeared. le liadt be-

.oaglit flot Le in-terfère witlî religiona, or taike tc placl'ore beeta Ilsitod uvit. te prepaîration of te gospel

.of religion-that a minister slîould preacli te Gospel, cf oce"autd caîpital shoes Liîey are wiic;i arc made
and icave tem2perance, freedom, &c., to others. Sticit cf tat article, but they iwere ail crisîpod by fine.-
Eubjccts constitute the Gosptel. Wiîat is religion bit~ You would not suippose auiything like plence haîd ever
love? Love Le God aîîd love te mian. WViat is re- lîad anytiaing te do witlt tîtea. Aîad I could itet but
ligion but doing our varionus claties? n otic, tou, titat tîte slaieid cf faiLli I hatd eften seen

Tue subjects above naîned haire in a dcgree been Iiiiii have, was pretty ranit reduced te a nunentity.
meglected by some preceding ages , but circuanstan- Tt Iiiid been giieon "lte quenci thUi fiery duints cf the
-ces have broughttîtean into tue teoregrounid. Religiont uvicked," wuhiclt mnade it te mere pitiful. te sec il;
mnust itave-te de uvith them wlîei tlaus brouaglît, iiito peribi in tue flhtmes. And the "Itelunet of salvation"
notice. WVhat weuld be tîtongiat of une, if, uulioen oui hll grown bnittie ii te lienît, and vvas shivered; and
xny way te ciînrch, I shoîtid pass a man drouuiiing, tue Ilsword cf te Spirit" slîared te saine liLte. In
and refuse te give lîim stuccour, becutuse it utoiid short, Lucre uvas next te nethiiig cf t 1iant ccuîmely array
mak- mo late te meeting? 'Wky, titat I waîs a iij,o- in %iticla, as Il a streaig mtan ariuîed,".he iras w-cnt Le
crite, andjustly. Seoif tte clutarcli stands aiol'from move in te v'arionis scornes cf te cemmunity. Tîte
tîte cails cf liananity, becausýe site uvili thicrcby be lute liad made sudaI lîavoc there iras scarccly any ap-
.divcrted frem Lue werk cf te Gospel, site mnost iaoint- 1 earance of a man about 1dmn; ccrtainly u'cry littie
.ýediy ceaideas herself as apostate fiuoui hua uro vv ait likcness Le a Charistiant mant. 1 did tiîink, on close
-.about doiîîg goed. insptection, tait tîtere uvere somne faint outiines of

Not that soine may net bave gene toc far. Titene suich a likoess. I did net quite like Le give up that
iis, and a1ways bas been, a lendery te extrernes. there %vert noue.
.Scnue cui do nothiaig for any cause uvitiout unahing The active use of an engine famons for putting ont
lit a huobby, and dovotiîîg tîteinselves Le iL exultisirely. lines of tItis kiuad, calcd the Iu irely oracles," seon
.Such htave flot weil balainccd minds, or nt least lobe subdued tiîc fIanies. The disciple had net suffered
;their balance. Every tîirag siîouid receive appropri- nîuch up te this point, fer te beat had very much
vate attention at the appropritite time. 1 blunted bis sensibilities ; but as ho now began te


