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this charge> tleougli ho does net scem; te,
kneow it, hoe lias rcdlucetl Jesus te, the level
of the meuntebank. No deubt, hie tels us,
that Christ, to ivitlidraw hinmsclf froin this
false position, tliouglit it neccssary te urge
on the crisis %wlich would dcstrey huîni-
self, but cstablislî his cause. Admirable
resolution for one %Yho dccivcd both his,
disciples antd the multitude. By martyr-
dom hoe Nyill establishi al cause which, is, bc-
ginuing te tottor, becauso foundeti on sup-
poscd mîiracles wlîicli lie cannet furthier
supply. Tiroti of sustaining n falso posi-
tion>, ho rushes to dcath that hie may become
the patron of the truc and the hope of the
-%vorld 1 It is tee absurd. Ile who claimcd
te, have corne from, God, te be the image of
Goù, andi te ]lave sustained ijr elle opinion
of the author of th I "Origins of Christian-
ity,'> that character with dignity, wvus surecly
not the eue toprd1end miracles.

Yet the dlaim te -work miracles is evcry
whierc nadcby liim. Tlîsi anet te Ucfor-
gotten. Dcay the miracles still t hcy were
supposodtno bowrouglit by hiim or youeannot
have a starting peint for the myth. Thecy
could net bc supposeti te be wrought ivith-
outan attempt tework îliem. If lie attempt-
cd them sud they were net real, hoe eitlîcr
dleceiveti hîmself or bo deceiveti others. The
latter is impossible. The natuie of maen
dees net admit of sucli antitheses. That
the mest noble bein, oet ali the ages-thus
accerding te reccut sceptie opinion-
sliould bc a decciver, ne lioneat man can
candidly affirm. Did lie deceive himself 3
This wveuld seoni a wcakness incompatible
witîi bis great strcngth. Thon if the mira-
cles iwerc net wrought tlîoy ceuld neitier
have beea attempteti ner pretendeti. But
Nvhere, thon is there anly foundation for
the accounits ? There is noue. Had there
beea ne attempt there liad been ne history
of the success ef the attcnipt. land tîcere
net been many attempts thiero hiat been ne
sueli numerous and detailod aceounts as wve
have. The utmest fertility of imagination
conîti preduco ne fruit wyithout seeti. Seme
of this must have been sewn. It must
have been seattereti broadcast te, produce
such an abtindant harvest in se short a
timoe. Without doubt then Jesus attempt-

cd the cure of many etisoases, but aid lie
onlY atuclnpt thoni? 18 imagination or
faith-if yen will-to, Uc aceod Nvitil
their siiccess ? Was thîcre ne rcality iii tilt,
hundretis of rures whîicli thegrave evanigol.
ists set dowa ta the acceunt of -jeas? lIe
it so. But wvhut; becomes of tho noble
character of Jess? Self decoiveti was lie?~
XVo cannot admit it. Diti lie deceivý
others 1 Witli lus cliaracter tlîa&, is ilupos.
Bible.

But it May bc saiti thero wvero ne doubt
cures of stich diseases as neay Uc acteti on
by an cxcccdingly poxverful natulte workin;
beneficially, niedicinally upon weak diseils.
cd eues. Whiat then 1 Wliy thon it is enly
the ameuint of tho curative virtule tlîait is
ebjected te hy scepticism. Grant tde~ aur
disease was rcally cureti by the peever àf
lîis great presonce, by the vit-tue wlîicli rent
out of lduuu, why net admit tliat sonie dis-
case more difficuit ef cure in our eHtimation
iglit Uc opcrated on by thie samne preseuce

andi nature-anti more dillicuIt eues stili
tell yeu corne te the unost diffienit of ail-
the arrest of death-thc resuscication of
the cerpso. The least is in soe degrce
miraculous, whichi lîaving açimittcd yeu eaul-
net say unlcss yeni know the amouit of cu-
r ative virtue iii the cause, lieiv great itst
Uc the poer of ticat; disease wvhicli its
agent cannet cenqucr.

But this dees net touch tiieo miracles un
wvhichi iaterial nature hent like, a werslîip-
per. ta his %vislies. Did lic attempt any of
tlîcm? Tîc samne lino of argument wvould
show that the attempt Nwas matie, or tte
stery ceulti net hlave lad its nccessarygerm.
But why sheulti thore be difficulty in ad-
mitting tîcen. la it impossible thiat; spirit-
ual %vill clin oeratc on matter savo througli
inaterial medlia anti contact? Thon eroi-
tien was impossible. Geti is a spirit yct
ho wheols the wvorlds. Grant tluis dlaimi
thiat Christ came freni Goti, -%vhec is theç
dificulty about the delegation, of such
power. Why slîeuld ho Who guides tho
plancts net Uc ablo to granPt powver tO
anothor te contrel the sce. Tell us h
scient ific reasou qgainst tlîis rational posi-
tien. Many of the meat sceptical beliCre
ie the nosmerie wvill as a mecheanicH.al Iuct.
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