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OUR BIOGRAPHICAL BUREAU.

Dante Oabrie1 Rossetti.
As tho sketches and seiclions we have hitherto pro-

sontcd in tgOur l3iographical Bureau," have ben critical as
weli as biographicai, otîr readers ivili, wuo trust, net ho dis-
appoiuted if in this number wo dispense with the appli-
cation of the tille, aud prescrnt an excellent rcview extracted
from the Cornù11 Magazine, on "9Rossetti and the Religion

,)f Beauty:Il

ri rIlE stu(lents of Rossetti's poems-taking their tone
.A'fromn Mi. SviuburntCs niaguifient euiogy-havo for

tho inost part ratiier set forth their artistie excellence
than endeavored ta explain their contents, or te

indicato tlie relation of the poct's habit of tbought nnd
feeling to the ideas which Englishmen are acciistoied
to trusýt or admire. And ceuscquently many critics, wh,îso
ethival point o! view demand8 respect, -continue te find
ini Rossutti's wrorks an enigma net worflh the pains of
,soiutieii, and te decry tlîem as obstcure, flintastic, or oven ns
grrossly ininoral in tendenc .

It %ill bo tho object cf tîjis essay-written from; a point
cf view cf by ne means exclusive sympatlîy with tic meve-
ment wvlic'a Rossetti led-to show, in the first place, the
great practical importance cf that mevement for goed or ovil ;

andi, further, te trace; sucb relations between this Religion cf
Art, this WVort3lîip cf Bcauty, and the eider and more accred-
ited mniifestations cf the Highier Life, as may iridicate te
the meralist on wvhat, points lie slîould comcentrate lis efforts
if, hoeoless cf withstanding the rising stream, ho seeks nt
least ta retaia, some power cf deepening er nicdifying its
Chanînel.

Fronu the «esthetic side sucli an attempt will be recarded
with inîdifférence, and froma the ethical side with little hope.
Even se beld a peacemaker as tlîe author cf 49Natural Reli-
gion" has shrunk from this task ; for the art which ho admits
as nn element in bis Church o! Civilization is an art Y;ery
different, from Rossctti's. It is an art înanifestiy -untainted
by senfsucutness, unanifestiy akin to virtue; an art which,
like Wordsworth's, finds its revelation in tiea and sky and
mnntain ratlier than in tg yea whicb the stcn-gatc cf the
geul unbar,» or ln

Stuch fire as Love's soul-wînnewing hands distill,
Even from bis inniost ark, of liglit and dew.

'i4MÎever slight the peints cf contact bettwcon the ethical
and the oestlîetic theories et life xnay be, it. is important tliat
they sbould ho nered and dwelt upon. For assuredly the
"oeSsthetic mevement"I is net a inore faslîion cf the day-the
modish pastimeocf nincemapoops and charlatans. The imi-
tata re h surround its leaders, and whmose jargon aimost
disgusts us with the very niysteries cf art, the very vocabu-
lary cf enietion-tmeso men are but the straws hat mark
tlîe current, tho inevitablo parasites of thje rapidly risiung
cause. Wue bave, indeed, only te look areund us te porceive
that-whuthier or net the conditions of the modemn werld are
favorable te artistic excellence-ail the main forces cf civili-
zation are tendiiig towards artistic activity. The incrcnste
,of wealth, the diffusion cf educatien, the graduaI declîne cf
flic milicary, the bieratic, the aristocratic ideals-cach cf
Xiheso causes remnoves anme obstacle fromn the artist7s path or

ohieri somo frcsh prizo te his entleavors. Art bas cutiived
both the Puritans aud thîe Inquisition ; sho is ne longer
deadened l'y the spirit cf self-mortification, uer enslaved by
a jealous ortluodexy. Tho increased wcaltb cf the world
makes the artizt's life stable and secure, wbile it sets froc a
surplus incorno se large that au iscre.asing share cf it must
ainucat xecessarily bo dovotcd te somo forni of zesthetic
expenditure.

And more than this. IL is evident, especially in new
countries, that a xieed is foît cf some kind cf social distinc-
tion-some ncw arisiocracy-based on differences other than
thoseocf birth and wcalth Not, ir.deed, that rankz and
family are likoly te coaso te bc beld la bonor; but, as power
is gradually dissociated froxa thenu, tlîey loso their exclusive

predonuinanco, and take thoir place on the saine fécting as
otmer gracos and dignitios o! lifo. Still less need wo assume
amy shîckening in the pursuit cf riches; tue fact boing rallier
that tis plîrsuit, i8so5 wiîlely auccessful tlîat in civilized
capitals even immense opulence can now scarcely confer on
its pessossor ail the distinction wiîicii hb, desires. [a Amer-
ica, accordingly, w14ore modern instincts find their freest
field, ire have before omîr eyes the procoss cf the gratimial
distribution cf the oid preregatives of birth amongst wealth,
culture, and the prolelariat. ln Europe a ciasa privileged
by birtlî used te supply alt once the ruilera and the ideais of
other mon. In Amorica the mbl bas passed te the multi-
tumde ; iargeiy swayed in subordinato mattors by organizod
wvealth, btinthie last reorl siprome. The idaoath le new
cemmunily at first was Weaith ; but, as ils boat literature
and ils best society plainly show, that ideal is shifting in
the direction of Culture, In the youinger cilies, the coarser
classes, stili how dtown undisgîiisodly te the god Dollar ;
but wvlen this Philistine deity la rojected as sbamin,- bis
worshipors, -ethetic Culture seenus semehow the cnly Power
meady tei install itself ln the vacant sbritio.

And ail over tue worid the spread cf Science, the diffu-
sion of Mnraiity, tend in this samo direction. 17cr tlîe net
mesuit cf Science axud Meralily for the mass cf mou is simply
te give thein cemfort, and leis;ure, te leave thonu cheerful,
peaceful, and auxieus for occupation. 1;ay, even the soxual
instinct, as men bocone less vement and unbridled,
niorges in larger and larger measuro mbt the more msthetic
enjoyînent ef beaut.y; tii Stesiî herus miglit now maintain
wilh more trnth than of oir that cur modemn Helen is net
hersoîf f eught for b>' tire continents, but rather ber image
la blamelessly diffused over the albums cf tire hemnispheres.
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Since the primai impulses, will romain te mankind,
sinco Lovc's pathira> will bo rotrodden hy many a genora-
tien, and aIl of faitiu or kuowvledge te whii tliat path*way
loads mIll endure, it la ne small part cf the poets fuoction
to show lu how grent a measure Love dees act.ually prcsup-
pore and.consist cf this exal talion cf the mystie elemeat in
muan; and hoir the senseocf uiteartîîîy destinies mu>' give
dignity te Lovesr invasion, and steadfastness te his continu-
ance, and surround lbis vanishing ivith the mingled ecstasy
o! anguish and of îîepe. Lot us trace, with Rossetti, some
stages cf bis onirard way.

The inexplicable siiddcnness with which Love mli anme-
timos possesa himscîf cf two szeveral he.rts-finding a secret
kinshuip wbicb, like a c.ommou aroma, permeates the whole
being cf eacn -lias efîen suiggcsted the thougbt that such
companiouship is net ln reality now flrst hegun; that lb 18
fcunded la a pro-natal affection, and is flic unconaclous pro-
longation of tlîe emotions of an ideal world-

Evea so, irben firat 1 saw you, scemed il, love,
That among seuls allied te mine mas yet

One nearer kindred timan life luitited cf.
0 homo ivith ne sornewbere thmat mon forget,
And though in years cf sight and Sound nmet,

Enown fer my aoul's hirlh-partner meli enough 1
IL is thus that Rosgetti traces backxçard the kindling cf

the eartbly flame. And lie feels aise that if love ho se per-
vading, se fatefuil a thing, the won m"mio takes iL upon hlm
lias mucli te fear. Ho moves amenir great riaka; cc-the
mooo.track, of the joieioig face of Fate"' is subet for

hlma te strange p(eurbations, te terrible eclipse. Wbat if
lus love ho a mistake ?-if ho fcels againat bis miii a disert-
chantment stcaling over the cncbanted gardon, and bis uew
seif walk~ing, a gluasti>' inîruder amomg scenes vaialy cou-
sccrated b>' an illusive past?

Whoenco came bis feet loto my field, and why?
Hem is it that, ho finda it ail se drear?
Hem do 1 $ce bis seeing, nnd hem heur

The name bis bitter silence knois iL by ?
Or irbat of him for wlium some unforgotten heur bas mattcd
hisq lifc's hast fel icity "et inqruinavit zoro tempus aureum I"?
WVhat of the recollecticu chat chilis bis frecst moments witk

an inwmd and loy breath ?
Look in my face, xii> naine ia M'ight-have-be-en;

I ama also calîod Neo-more, Too-late, Farewell.
There iii no necd te invite attention te the linos wiid

thus begin. They mil sumamon thir cmxi auditore : thIey
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