
REVIEW-ALLEN ON B3ATS.

ivitli ideas of the horrible and the unknown. In olden times,
~when the imýinto of the people exeeeded the aceuraey of their
observations, it was one of the niumerous monsters inhabiting their
caveras and forests. It lias done service in many a legend ; its
bite was fatal ; it was the emblein of' haunted bouses ; its wings
bore up the dragon siain by St. George.

It is easýy to trace froin this early impression the permanent
position thiat the bat, as an em-blemn of the repulsive, hield in lot-
ters and the arts. It is inentioned in the book of Leviticus as
one of the uncl ean things. Its image is rudely earved upon the
tombs of the ancient Eg-yptians. The Gree1ks consecrated Lt to
Proserpine. It is part of the infernal potion of the witehies in
Macbeth, while Ariel employs it ia his erratie fliglits. I n art, its
wings have entered largely into the creation of those composite
horrors, evil spirits; nor have modemn artists eseaped from tue
absurdity o? encumibering the Satan of fioly Wrît withi like
appendages*

0f this association with thc inonstrous the intelligent observer
ecases to take note wlheu thc fluer beauties o? structure; develop
themselves under his gaze. Upon acquaintauce, lie learns, per-
liaps with surpris,,, titat, in anatomical and physiological peculiari-
tics, ýnd zoological position, the bat is a subjeet for study worthy
o? the attention of tiernosteontemplaitive. Indeed no order o? ani-
mais is more interesting, and noue lias received greater attention
from the hands of' savans.

The early pioncers o? natural history were 'air astray iu their
endeavors to, correctly define the nature and position o? the bat.

Il Soine authors place bats arnong the birds, because they are able
to fly through thc air; while others assign t hem a position among
the quadrupeds, because thcy eau wa'Ik on the earth. Some, again,
'who admitted the rtiammialiau nature o? thc creatures, seattered
them at intervals througli the scale o? animated beings, heedless
o? a-Dy distinction execpting the Single chiaracteristie in 'whicl
they took their stand, aud by which they judged every animal.

0To this fancy of the ancients of placing the wings of' a bat upon de-
mous, is happily opposed the sweet conceits of poets iu adoraing the figures
of angels and cherubii 'with the 'wings of birds. The ving of a bat is
somubre and angular; that of a bird is of delicate bues, and replete 'witb
curves. It is therefore poetic justice to have the one becorne an emblem
of the infernal, as the other is an expression of the heavenly forma.
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