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before Miss Thelluson’s time, and she foresaw the same thing over
again— or worse. '

Do not say I wish’ to go. Butmy brother-in-law requires me
much, he says, and would like to have me as soon as you could
spare me. Not a day sooncr. though, than you find convenient.
I could not bear that. You have Leen so kind; I have becu so
happy here.”

“As I trust ‘you will be everywhere,” replied Lady Dunsmore
cordially. ¢ Your brother's home—1I forget exactly where it is.”

s Lasterham. e is the Reverend Bernard Rivers, the viear
there.”

“Son to Sir Austin Rivers, of Easterham Moat-House, who max-
ried one of the Protheroes ?

» I oreally don’t know Lady Rivers's antecedents—I neve: can
remember pedigrees,” veplied Hannah, smiling. ¢« But his father
Is certainly Sir Austin, and they live at the Moat-House.”

¢ Then I know all about them. Wiy did you not tell me before?
I must have met your brother-in-law. He 1s the cldest—no, I am
forgeliing again—the second son, but talkes the place of the eldest,
who is of weak intellect, is hie not 2™

I believe so, nnfortunately. e has epileptie fits.”

¢ And is not likely to marry.  All the better for the clergyman.
I am sure T have seen him—a tall, bearded, handsome young man.”

¢ Rosa used to think him handsone.  As to his youth, I fancy
he was about five years her senior”  That would make him just my
age ; bnt men are quite young still at thivty.”

“ Women, too, I hope,” said the countess, smiling with a pleas-
ani consciousness that if Debrett had not hetrayed it, no one would
ever have imagined that she was herself folly that age. Then, as
if struek with a sudden thought, she eved Miss Thelluson keenly—
one of those acute, penetrating looks of lers, a mixture of the
shrewd woman ef the world with {he single-minded, warm-hearted
womau that she nndoubtedly was, also.

<1 am going to take n great liberly with you, Miss Thelluson,”
she continued affer a panse; * Lut I am a candid person—may I
say a few candid words 2™

-+ Certainly.  And I should thauk vou for saying them.”

= Well, then, yon are =ill & yonng woman.”

-+ Ol, no; not yonug.”

'The couniess put oub lev pretiy hand with imperative gesture,
and repeated—

< Yes; o young unmarried woman, and T am a matron and a
mother.  May I ask, have vou weil considered in every poinb of
view the step you are about to take 27

1 think I have. That there are many difficulties, 1 kuow ; and
I am prepared for them.”

¢ What soxt of difficultics 2

Hannah hesitated; but the frank, kind eyes scemed to compel an
answer.  She was so unused to sympathy that when it did come
she could not yesist it—

¢ First—I know I may speak confidentially, Lady Dunsmore—
first, there is the Moat-House. The Rivers family did not quite



