
nprtiun AND 1NFALmIBrTAY.

Of an infallible interpreter-makes the priest be not infallible, if he he
theni, thomselves, confirmed infidels; cither ignorant, or érroneous, or dis-
indeed, they often, fairly onough, fol- honest, the poor man may be, ùs
low up the sane principle into athe- widely nisled as by his own Igno-
ismn; for, when once we have* taken rant perusal of the Bible. And the
upon us to.argue from supposed "ne- infallibility of every individual priest

.cssity," we shall be apt to perceive a is too mach for any tut the ûinen-
unecesFity for such divine interforence lightened to swallow. And yet there
as does not take place. We may think is manifestly the sane "ncessity' for
it necessary that God should interfere it that is alleged on behalf of the In-
to rescue the victins of cruel oppres- fallibility of the church. Thus the
sion; to save men from temptations whole scheme falls to the grotnd ;
which there is no apparent possibility and, by virtue of that fundamental
of their resisting; to remove ruinous principle I have been speaking of,
ignorance fron those whîo have no drags Christianity along with it.
natural meanus of enlightenment, &c.; My friend dwells much on a dis-and seeing that this is not done, we tinction between the dogmas taughtsha1 infer that there cannot be any by the church, and the practicaZ ali-God. rections given by it; for which last lieT have said that in proportien as an cdaims ne infallibility; but the dig-
intelligent man examines and reflects, .clims nof fallibil bu the dig-l
lie will see that in point of fact there tinction is felittl avar. In the first
does not exist such. an infallible guide, place, there is the same apparent ne-
accessible to all men, as is alleged to ceioty points. Te do what is agree-
be a necessary accompaniment of a to hres. To do as agre-
divine revelation. In the first place, abl t Christ's wdl must be as essen-
ie is told that it is on account of his tial as to beelie what lie has taught,
ufiess to thatercise hi prciate ohg-And, in the next place, there can beunfitness to exorcise lus private nopacial îrdg-gve hihd
ment tîat this guide is provided for ne practical direenons given which de
him; and yet, in deciding vhether net unpiy so belcte m ceradd pro-
the claims of his church to be that positions. If I direct mon o adress
guide are well founded, lie must in their prayers to saints, I imply that
the frst instance, exorcise his judg- those prayers may be heard. If I en-
ment. He must judge, first, wlÏether courage men to go on pilgrimages to
the p f , whi r certain holy spots, I imply tmAt their,lepassages of Soripture, which are devotions are more acceptaWe tËere
alleged to favour that claim, really tevoteosare more cete there
do so, and wlether the traditions than elsewhere; and so ofthe rest.
which confirm it be authentic. And It is a very great difficulty, no
in doing this, it would be absurd, and doubt, to understand why the AI-
a palpable begging of the question, mighty bas not supplied us with an
to go by the guidance of his church; infallible guide always accessible to
because lier claim is the very point to every man, but has left us te net on
he docided. In the next place lie our own judgment and on our own
secs that to the great mass of the responsibility, as we best can, expos-
people the churcli is an interpreter ed to innumerable dangers of going
not practically accessible. How can wrong. In fact, it is a difficulty to
an Irishman in his cabin, or an Indian understand why earth is not. keaven;
on the Pampas, put himself in comnu- why evil of any kind exists. But that
nication with the pope ? The priest we are thus left is a fact, whicl -au
nust be, to him, the churchi. For intelligent man can concoal fron.him-
"he priest's conformity to the churci self cxcept by determining not to'ex,
he nmst take the pret's word. If' amine and reflect.

163


