692 THE CANADIAN

BEE JOURNAL.

e

GENERAL.

Melting old Combs.~-Sun, Steam and Hot
Water Wax Extractors.—Several Hints.

DADANT & SON.

RIEND HUTCHISON.—Iua reply to your
p request, we will give you cur views on
¢ the clarifying
of beeswax js  not a question of
gereral intereat. 1f we can get bee keepers to
render their combs properly, there wil! no lon.
ger be any need of clarifying. Ia the first place,
aliow us to say that there is a great deal of
beeswax wasted all over the country because
many people think that it is not worth while
to savelittle bits of it at & time. Bat a careful
bee keeper will save everv particle, clean or
dirty.

I would advise every man to have a sun ex-
tractor, but every man sh~uld also be prepared
to melt wax overjwater. The reason of this is
that old combs when put into the solar extractor
will yield rothing, the cast skins, residues and
old pollen absorbing every bit of wax as it is
melted. To succeed in getting everything out
of the old combs they should be well mashed in
cold weather, at & time when they are brittle.
This destroys the shape of the cells and avoids
the lodging of particles of beeawax in the cells,
Any one who has melted old combs has noticed
that it is in this way that tle greatest waste
takes place. After the comba are well crushed
they should be put to soak in water till all is
thoroughly scaked. This is to prevent the wax,
when it melts, from soaking in the refuse, and
it helps it to separate from the refuse as the
latter becomes heavier than water and settles to
the bottom. One need not be afraid that the
wax will rot, for beeswax cannot rot, at least
it does not during any reasonable time, as we
have proven time and again.

As to the wax extractors for melting the
combs over water, we think most of those in use
are good, but a very cheap one can be made by
using a common wash-boiler in which the combs
are melted with a great deal of water. The
wax, as it liquifies, comes to the surface. A
piece of wire cloth about a foot square is made
into the shaps of & small round basket and
forced down into the mixture and the wax ocan
be dipged out of that strainer with a ladle. A
great deal of water will be dipped out with the
wax, byt the .whole i3 _put ’iqto‘ some flaring
vessel and allowed to ool These oskes will
not be entirely olean, eapecially if the wtre cloth
strainer has coarse meshes, but with another
melting very nice cakes are secured and the

rendering beeswax as

smell of the hive and of the honey is well ¥¢~
tained. The wax must not be boiled much, ba¥
it must te thoroughly hot before it is remov
from the fire. Soft water must be used. Pro'.
polis will not mix with wax, but will settle w
tte bottom of the kettle during the first melting
When the wax is melted for tbe second time’
it should te placed where it can be allowed t0
cool every slowly, undisturbed. eo that all light
foreign sutstances may settle freely to the bot-
tom. Bees and flies should be skimmed ¢
when the wax is hot, as they will usually re
main at the top If there are any particles ©
beeswax left in the top of the residue or if aBY"
thing has to be scraped from che bottom of th8
cakes, it should be preserved to be put with the
next lot of combs. Cappings acd pieces of light
colored combs should not be melted with the
old czmbs, as they will make a better grade 9
beeswax, which can be used for different POt~
poses, but the very dirtiest combs will make &
fair arricle of golden co'ored or red wax, 3¢
cording to the locality, if properly rendered.

Cappings may be treated in the same way, ‘,’r
can be rendered in the solar extractor, but it i#
a mistake to render them before having wash
them of all the honey that they contain. E&ch
year we usually get two barrels of capping W““’(
which can be used for either wine, cider, of 1
make the very best of vinegar. To "test the
strength of the capping water the cheapest
method is to try it with an egg. To make g0°
strong vinegar an egg should float in it so a8
just show itself at the top.

The solar extractor is necessary for two pur’
poses; first to render out the little bits th
may be picked up during the season at difterent
times and which might run the risk of beifé
consumed by the moth if preserved during bot
weather. It is also useful to render any W
that has been damaged by melting with very -
hard water or by over-boiling. Beeswax whioB
has & grainy appearance and which some peol’l'
have mistaken for grains of polien is wasted b;
many and can only be recovered by the #98
process. It contains a great deal of waler
eometimes half of its weight, add this must
evaporated before the wax is fit to be used.

Wax extractors should be nearly flat and ®
made that every nock and corner be expo“d -
the rays of the sun shrough a glass. BeesW!
oan bemelted in them irom May to OotobeEr
but the best month for their use is June.
give a first oclass articls of beeswax withd®
much labor, and for this reason they will
much more exteusively used in the near fut®®¢
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