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when you may have an extra colony or so that | try ventilating at the tops of the hives and, j
have drones to mate with | this failed to dissipate tE aif

you may desire to
her

queens from other special coloniss,

Remedying Dampness In Cellar.
Query 252.—Some of my hives in the
cellar seems unusually damp, the water
running out at the entrance or'standing
in the bottom. What had I better do
to get rid of the dampness, or will it
injure the bees?

A. B. Masox, AuBURNDALE, Q.—A higher
temperature in the oella.{ would probably remedy
the trouble. Although it may not injure the bees
it certainly will do them no good. A little venti-
lation at the top of the hive will help matters.
Hives without bottom boards, suit me best in
the cellar.

G. M. DooLirTLE, Borosixo, N.Y.—Raise
the hive up two inches all the way around at
the bottom. .

Dr. MiLLER, MARENGO, ILL.—I believe I
should try to have some kind of fire in the cellar,
although some claim the dampness does nogreat
harm, . .

Jas. Heppox, Dowaeiac, M1or.—Keep the tem.
perature up to 5o or a little more.

L3 —

. ArravcH, Bt. THOMAS.—You had better
ralse the temperature ot your cellar as the
dampness will injure the bees, the combs, the
honey and also t{xe pollen:

Pror. A. J. Coox, Laxsing, Micu.—If the
bees are quiet I think you need have no anxiety.
If you wish you can raise the back of the hive
80 all will run out. I have mever noticed any
harm from such dampness.

EuGene Secor, Forest City, Iowa.—Is not
your cellar too cold ?

R. McExieur, OweN Sounp, OxT.—If the
honey-boards are on, remove them and place on
top cushions or cloths that will transmit the
moisture. This is & common occurrence when
a tight honey board is left on through the
winter. R

H. D.Curting, CLiNTON, MIcH.—Why don’t
you give the temperature of your cellar, then we
could judge what the tronble was. 1f you have
a damp cellar raise the temperaturs to 50° or
559 for a few days and note results.

J. E. Ponp, NorTi ArrtrEBORO, Ma85.—~The

dampness will not injure the bess 80 long as the
water all runs out. Proper veatilation skould
keep you rid of dampness, but as youn don't state
the condition of your cellar except as to ‘damp-
neess I cannot presoribs a vremedy with any cer-
tainty. .

G. W. Druarxx, Curisrusssuae.—It your
hives have nmolventilation at the top I would

e moisture I would put
a stove in the cellar and dry the cellar oyt by
heating it up, as often as it needs it. My plan
of heating up the apartment in which .bees arg -
wintering for eight or ten hours.once a week or
once in ten days is a grand idea and will be ap-
preciated some day.

J. K. DarLiNG, ALMONTE, ONT.—Give more
bottom ventilation. Do not let the heat of th}
colony escape at the top of the hive. Keép your
cellar well ventilated and do not let the tem.
perature get beldw 45°. If it will run up to
48° or 509 for a day or two that will help but
do not keep if there long as the bees will get
uneasy. Ifthe air in the cellar is too moist i
could be made drier by placing some stone (un.
slacked) lime in the cellar. '

G. A. DeapmaN, Brusssrs, Ont.—I do not -
see that you can well remedy this evil now with
out,injuring the bees in doing it, nuless by doing
what you can towards having your cellar dry.
If your repository is not at fanit, this condftion,
I should say, came from the hive or quality of
the stores the bees have, so that you could not
make any change now withont doing more harm
than good.

ALren PRINGLE, SBLBY, Or}:m&ampness
will do but little barm if the other conditions
are all righs, especially the temperature, which
ought, under such circumstances to be over 45°
in the bottom of the repository. If you have
the impervious, propolized, summer quilts on
them, that is one cause of the water ruaning ot
of the emtrance. With porous quilts it would
escape by evaporation at the top.

Wu., McEvoy, WoopBURrN, ONT.—1f you can
get a fine day take all such colonies out of the
cellar and give them a fly. Then put the bees
into dry hives, and with division boards crowd
them well on a few combs. After the bees have
settled for the day put them back in she cellar.

J. F. DuxN, Ripaeway, ONT.—I do not claim
to be an authority on cellar wintering as I have
wintered my bees almost entirely on summer
stands and prefer double walled hives—that is,
the lower story double, upper story single—but
from $wo years experience wilk bees in cellar
during the severe winters of 1887-8 my experi-
ence would lead me to believe your cellar is too
cold. Try raising the temperature for a few
days as high as the bees will stand without
coming out of the hives and then kesp the cellar
at say 45°© until spring. Don't set them ont
too early.

You had better remove the cloth and
put a dry, cushion on the top of the hive.
Sometimes I have known bricks to be
put in an oven and heated until they
became very dry and placed on the top
of the hive warm. A cheese cloth un-
under them on top of the irames and an
oil ¢loth over them will soon absorb the
meisture and could be replaced by dry
omes when they became damp.



