THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MOXNTILY.

101

keep the defensive armour wholo andl
the offensive armour keen, Such need
did tho early preachers of the gospel
fecl to keop aloof even from “serving
+ tables,” Z.e., ovorseeing the distribution
of provisions to the puor, that they
pleaded exemption even from that work,
that they might “give themsclecs con-
tinwally to prayer and the miwstry of
the Word.” There lies the sesret of
their power. These carly soldiers of .
the cross did nct dull their weapons in
inglorious work, but kept them ever
Lright,—CI1VING THEMSELVES CUNTIX-
UALLY To PRAYER AND THE MINISTRY OF
1HE WORD. It is getting money at the
expense of luwering the Clurch's testi-
mony before he world, Lot scemed to
his family that awful murning on which
the cities of the plain wure destroyed,
os ono that mocked, just because he
who led his family into Sodom and
kept them there, asked them to get out
of it with all speed. His words that
morning were so unlike his j;ract:'w‘
every other morning, that his family
could not regard his pleading as any-
thing but a solemn farce ; and how can
the world, and our own unconverted
children, believe that heaven and hell,
about which we speak so carnestly on
Sabbath, are realities, when we banish
them as completely from our Soirees as
if there were no such things?

bath gatherings, the keen witted warlil-
lings will naturally eomclude is only
professional talk, for in the great
weck-gatherings we hear only about
“things below " on Sabbath there is
much larsentation over the uncon-
verted : at the Soirce they are spoken
to as jully goud fellows,  ‘The utterance
of tho watchman on the Suirce night is
that the ship is safe, and that the crew
and passengers can take to music and
dancing: on Sallbath, when the oy is
raised that the ship is among bieakirs,
and that men must count all things Lut
loss that they may win tho iore, tho
watchmen may not unwarrantlly look,
from sume, for the sueer that jrrected
Lot. “Dead flies cause the vintment
of the apothecary to senl furth a stink-
ing savour: so doth a little folly him
that is in reputation fur wisduin and
honour.”  Eecles. ix. 1.

Did the Spirit of God vi:it us in
Canada as It is visiting uther lands,
did the thought of a perishing world
lie heavy on the Churcl’s hcart, did
belief in the shortness of the time for
working dawn upon our hearts, and tho
nearness of the Master’s coming, then
would the question that sent the pro-

'phet back to his work, “What doust

thou here?” drive us frum the miscralils
business of church {heatricals, to our

What | true field and our true weapuns—Pray-

we hear about “#hings abure” on Sab- | ER AND THE MINISTRY OF THR WORD,

Tty Dyeiclevs,

BURDEN-BEARING.

Br rur Rev. W. I, H. Mcrrar,

‘“For every man shall bear his own burden.”
—Gal. v1. 5.

If you look at the second verse of
this chapter, you will find these words.
“Bear yo one another's burdens, and so
fulfil the law of Christ,” while our toxt
asserts that every man shall bear his
own burden. These two passages, stand-

contradictory, were once inexplicable to
me. I found in one a command to bear
another man’s burden, and then, immeldi-
ately following it, the assertion that
every man should bear Lis uwn,  Tlow
I could bear a person’s burden if he was
compelled to bear it hiwsclf, Tevuld ot
understand.  But that expericnee which
years and trials bring to us all has inter-
preted these two passages correctly to

ing in such juxtaposition and apparently , me, and hanaunized what formaerly was
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