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ABOUT WASPS.
onen Ay this sumnier, yn littie nephew

bröut h:nie a couple of simall and Very
prôtty wasps' nests. which .were deserted
bythbcinsects. Each nest consisted of a
row6tcells placed horizontally, aud covered
by'a sort of shelter or unbrella to keoplio
the ram. .

What-i are the wasps good for ?" asked
the young nan. "Englisht youngsters of
about your age find themî ve-y useful,» Ire-
plied, "tosupplythen withbpocketmnoney.'
The owners of:file gardens pay for :every
captured .nest. The wasps are very de-
structive to .various gardon crops, especi.
idly te juicy fruits, sucli as pluins, gripes,
and others. ,The inosi troublesoe iwasps
in that country bufild tieir nests in the

round. The boys having found a nest,-
ly siege to it They attack the nest iii

yarious ways, the nost effective being to
pour soume gas- tar into the opening of the
nest. This nakes the nest no longer ha.
bitable. for the insects caunot avoid snear-
ing thoir wigs with the.tar, when thiey are
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helpilesg iand soon die. The nests are after-
wards dug up and presented for counit and
pay, a shilig a nest being the.former.rate.

ARE WÀSPS OP ANY USE?
Of late, gaideners do. net regard wasps

as being an 'unmîmixed evil" se muuch as
they fornerly did, and think that the nany
injurions iisects of other- kinda that they
dostroy more than an offset te the harm
they do to the fruit. Like the bees, the
wasps lay their eggs iii a cell. This cgg
hatches and produces a larva, or grub
this larva canniot leave its cells te find its
food, and umst bh fed. The grub of the
bec is fed upont the pollen of flowers ixed
with honey, but the young wasp requires
''strong neat," and is fed upon the grubs
o! other insects, or upon the perfect insects,
fron whii lithe mother wasp bites off the
vings, legs, etc., before feeding it to her

young. In due tim, about thirteen or2
fourteen days, the yotm g wasp bas inadce
its growilth i. thon spinsa thin wob, whlch
éloses the mouth of its cell, and in about8
teni days ft comes oucta wvinged insect.. The
old cell is cleaned out, another egg is laid,
and the performance repeated again and1
gaii, to Lue end cf the season. Thougi

bes acd vasps arc clcsely reliated, they
differ iinmany hiortant respects.

now nIEE AN DWASPS DIFFER.
li thoir buildiig naterial, the bees use-

vax, which is foried under the rings' or9
cIles of tiir bodies. Waspsbuild ot a kindo
(f paper which they make fron exposed anda
piartly decayed wood. They muay be seen
on -old rails, fence posts,: weather-worn
boards, gathering the fibres, which they
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pull off fibre by fibre, witlh thîeir powerful
a'uws. Thîey'mvorkitJ4p.ith their.saiî,

andi id keii into paper of -various degres
f 9ineiess, according te its positioinu i.the

umesi. -

PAPER PiRoM OOD.

Making paper fi-ona wod mullp is on of1
thue greate imodern invuntions. Paper
waMis formi:lv nade of rags, biit the denmand
fuor paporgrcamt ly ecceîded .the:supply- of
r , and fi fs not. mIa years.ago t-hati. o-
lar and other soft woods -werb -,ground up
ilto pul itto t-îke -the lpIce:of:rags, in ail
but the filter kinds of paper Yet the
wasps-had beei settinga-examy )le in doing
this for untold centuries. -

NP.STBILTDING

V very frequently sec in the bright
days cf early spring, especially fm the coun-
try. numuerous wtsps buzzimg about- the
widows. 'fhese are female wasps wbich
ha-e passed the.iwterinl a dormant state,
and have nowe cone out to fmld a place in
whicli to build tlheir nests and continue
their k ind. Whenî a ds table pilaceis found,
as under the eaves of tlie house, or under
tliewindowVframie, orothershelteredplace,
the niest is begun by a single female. An
Eiglish observer, who does not give lis
naie, describes in.I"Science Gossfp"how
a wasp began ler work. As we bave wasps
in this country which build in muucl the
saune way, the illustrations will answer
well enîough to show the way in which ours
begin thmeir structures. The wasp, or
queen, as this observer calls lier, first at-
tached te theframe of the window a very
strong stenm. From tIis sten suspeidCd a
con ub of five cella of coarse thin paper, withi
their openings downî. Tuue nîext stop was
to build a shiell or covering around the
ceils: begniing- it at thie stem anîd, con-
tiumuing it as in figure 1, whicl shows the
nîest ni section. .After this first. cover was
completed, she buili another ai a little dis-
tance froua the first, and then a third, eaci
witl ai openmîig below, to allow of ..a pas-
sage te the interior. As a finish, a fourth
slell or cover wias coinnîuonced and carried
abouti alf way down, as in figure 2. This .
servedo t keep all dry and warn witliin.
Finally,. ole egg w-as laid'in each of the five
cells. Wlhenî the eggs were h tatced, theu
quecen was kept busy i providing food for
the grubs ; as they groe shie eila.rged their.
cells, te give theumu roon as required. - -

Ii some wasps, and i. ie hornetQ hichis
a kind of wasp, the colonies are quit large.
The nests containa seoeraflhorizonutal combs,
the numerous cells in eacli wv.th, their
mîouthîs dowrnuvard, the general: routine of
hife m w-hich l iuel t-be saune aé in thme -

srimaller nests. Somewasps imke theirntests
of îmud, plastered agaimst walls, and son
imake burrows in the soif. The nests usually
contaii the femiales, or queens, the neuters
or workers, whicl are undevoloped femnales,
and the males. The femîales and workers 1
ire provided with. stings, which are norea
painful thail those of bes. -The paim is 1
ut-opped by applyimg a drop of water of
anuenima. --Amecî Ayiculturist. t

HOW THE LEAD COT INTO THEe
PENCIL. -

BY OLIVE TIORNE MILLER. , .

kolow a curious house with two doorà.
Into one door go cedar logs and barrels of
gra[iite, ald out .of the other comies a l
endless procession of beautiful pencils, red f
aind black, round and correred, .big aid
fittle, .Some with cIp et ivory or -ubber, t
ad someo owith ice;- •

It isnit a very long journey through that .
house, but its a very busy ee. Let us go ia
n. The irst rooi is the blackest you ever c
aw - it looks tas if the whole thfMig had
een dipped into inîk, and if you f

ouchu the tip .of your figer -aiywhere, n
ou'll - bu imarked. Therc are two long b
ows ot big tanks in whicli graphite t
and clay are beingv washied and cleanued,anmd h
lhere are pans of bmekiiess itself, id o
there is alii-ge tub witli a wheel ruininîuiug s
round ini it. This persevrinig Vel u is o]
siffmly iniximîg together the Lwo substLanmces, I
or -griphitei alone is too soft to use; it e
niis be joiied with clay : the mure clay

he harder the pencil. -tI

But thercisami interesting tlhing goingn moi
vei- in tins .bltck hole. Out of a small. t
nachine comesi all the time a soft black
string, and falls on a board fui a queer- p
ooking pile. This is a press : into the top b
i poured the thick, touglh paste that comies a
ut of thei nug tub, and beig squeezed t
noremaan itcanb.ear, jtis.pui eout. of a

smnall square hole in the bttorn When
the board is full of yards and yards of- the
tangled-lookingstuff, fi goes into the hands
of a boy, who was white oncè-thbugh you
wouldn't think it, se covered are face: and
hands witlh the black:of the lcads lie works
%vith.

The-busineàs of thisyouth is to straightenù
the leads, and lie does it by laying the soft.
string across a board three or-four times as
long as a pencil, pushing it up evenly
against the raised edge, and cutting ut off.
Leingth after lengtlh he thui lays straight,
and when the board is full it goes into a
very hot room to dry.

Maybe you1 think*7the leads ýare* now
ready to take up their resideuce in their
cedar houses ; but they imust vo throughb
another process, or they would cruinle as
fast as we- sharpened the pencil. Whicn
dry, they are cutiito pncil lergtls,packed
tigitly fiito cases, and baked. Now they
are ready to use.

-While all this bas been happening to the
lead, a hniom lias beei prepared for it tu
live ina. Pencil houses are made fiablocks,
like city houses, always six in a row.
When the cedar cornes into the roon, it is
in the shape of little boards, somiewhat
longer than a pencil, and as wide as sixt
pencils side 'by side. Haif. of the boards
are nearly as thick:as a pencil, and the
other half very thin-for roofs, as you will
sec. First the.thicker boards go through a
machinethat ploughssixlittlesquaregrooves
in thcmu, and now a last both cedar and
lead are ready tobe joined for life, to wear
out in useful work togother.

This happens in a iost disagreeable
roomu,.strong iitht the odor of glui, and at
the hauds. of sticky, -dreadful-looking boys
and girls. The first girl daubs one of the
clean, sweet-simelling cedar boards with hot
glue, and pushes it along to the. next.
This girl takes in one hand soue leads,
spreads them ouit like a fant, and:presses
six of tiieni into the six little gri-ooves,where
they fit perfectly. Then she pusies it back
to the first girl, iwho slaps on the roof in a
second, before the glue has timle to cool.
Now it goes to a boy who packs it on top
of a pile in an:-iron frane, where it isy
screwed doWn to prevent it fron twarping.e
After aiother rest in the drying-roon, the
ends .ar. sawed off square, -and they are
ready t'bgedownustairs-
- They go by themselives; that is, they
are placed ene by one in the top of a case
that reaches te the floor below, to the very
jaws of a machine. As one of these blocks
touches:the bottoi of the long case, a finger
of steel cornes up and pushes it forward,
between two sets of snall knives, and it
cones out the. other side cut into six nice
round pencils.

They are iow perfect for use, but they
hâve teo sinoothed te fit thei for polite Y
society. They are poli shed in a droll way.
A ian stands before an endless belt full of
notches and feeds it,-a pencil to a notchi ail
the tiime. The belt is iovinîg slow'ly along,
and the next moment the pencil passes
under four ,wooden bands with gloves of
emery, which polish fit off as if they liked
the fun, while the pencils rattle but cannotB
get away, and in a second or two drop, all
varm and shining, into a basket below.

If one were satisfied vith plain cedar
pencls, tLhey would inow be donc ; but
ashioïi says they must be black or red.
So mut big barrels go thousands at a tine,
ogether witlh the red or black coloring
iattr that is to paint them.: T'here the
tean-power shakes thon back and forth,
and over and over, with a great rattle and
latter ,till.evory ye«icil has its colored coat.
Now 'coies.tlie'last unachine, and ?n the

actory I speakof, near New York, it is a
iarvellous aflhir. At the:- benimiiing is a
ox full of- pencils, which drop oneati. a
nue on the bed of the Machime, ! Froin
ere it, is instantly pushed throuigh a cup
f varnlish, and cones out, vet on the other
ido. At once it falls oi te -an endiess
pen belt, which carries it siowly througli
hIot-air box that dries it on the way. At yo

nie point ech piencil is registered, and d
whon ten.gross have gone through, somne-
hiig drops thatstrikes a bell and stops the 1
machine. A mnan cones, takes away the
en gross, and starts up the machine again.

The gilt lettering and putting into
ackages of ee dozen are at prescnt die
y. hand, but I dare say by the tiiie you
re grown up, a machine wil be contrived
o do the whole thing itself.-Christiob ni>
Uniion. -
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WHAT.NOTTOSAY?
Careless habits of speech are anong the

prommfuient faults of our young people, aven
those younug îueolde who bave advintagcs
of schools and itelhigenti home surround-
ings. Rteogiz1x1g ttf s tlie professoer-cf
English I iterature ai. Wellesley College bas
proeared a lisi.of "ords, phrases and-ex-
pressions to be avoided," freia wbiclîthe
You c(adolh tareaders will receive many
serviceable hin ta:

Guess,. for suppose or think.
Fix, for arrange or prepare
Ride aud drive, interchangeably (Ane-

ricanifsua).
Real as an adverb, in expressions real

good, for really or very good, etc.
Some or any, fm an adverbial sonse ; e.g.,

i ave studied soec." for somewhat.
1 luave nîot studied any," for ait all.
Sonie ten days, for about ten days.
Not a I kiow, for not that I know-.
Storns, for it raims or snows modcrately.
Ty an expernecut, for niake an experi.

ment.
Simgular subjeot witli comitracted plural

verb ; c. y., IlShe don't skate vl.'
Plural pronuîcn with Si-figular antece-

dont ; "Every nui or w>ouianu should. do
thcir diuty" or, "l If you look anty oue
straiglht fîm tihe face, thcy wili fl minh."

Expect, for suspect.
First-rate, as, an adverb.
Nice, -idiscrinufuiately. (Real nice may

be doubly.faulty.)
Had rather, for would rather.
Had botter, for would better.
Right awvay, for immediately.
Party, fr person.
Pronise, for assure.
Posted, for iforuned.
Post-graduate, for graduate.
Depot, for station.
Stoppmg, for staying.
Try and do, for try te do.
Try and go, for try te go.
Cunninîg, for sinall, dainty.
Cute, for acute.
Funny, for odd or unusual.
Above, for foregoing, more tian or b-

yond.
Does 1t look good enough, for well

enough.
Sonebody else's, for somiebody's else.
Like I do, for. as Ido.
Not as good as, for not so good as.
Peel badly, for feel bad.
Fool good, for foel well.
Botwecn seven, for amîong seven.
Seldoin or ever, for seldom if ever, or

eldon or never.
Taste and sinell of,'- when used transi.

ti'ly. Illustration :,We taste a dish
wlich tastes of pepper.

More than you think for, for more than
'ou thiik.

These kind, for this kind.
Nicely, in response to an inquiry for

eialth.
HIealthy, for wholesone.

,Just as soon, for justi as lief.
lund of, to indicate a moderate degree.
The unatter of, fer tie matter with.-

Boston i ve-uin Tfrunscript.

THE OLD DECANTER.

Thore was ai iod decater,
anud is iaucuuli ,itL% gaping
wideL ite rosy wine had
ebbedawa and et i.its

use; and th
wlid w-omt hutiiiiig,'

humminlng, up and down
the sides IL flew', -and

througli ils iee'l ike holiow
nock the wildestableots
ut blew. I placed IL la
te window were the

- biast w~as hlowving fi-ce, and
fancied that its pale

- nîctith sang the quccr-
est a nsatenue. 'Ulîy

tel ne-puny conquerorst.
the PMagnoehis siain lis ton,

and rar his îuîîmdred thon-
sand of the veory heat or men;

but i,--twas thuis the botle spake
hit usca onurdiai e tm oail

au tr rat tieusconq uroumuse f ettrcu i m f amed of
irc. Theun como.ve.youhsandum maiudensn comec
1mViticfromuoutmvurcvp n1.eheveragethailtdulsinie
u-uitîaiauîl buiruis 11<0 spîi ,ti p Ilit itpuits b

eIaui yr onmIqucorsutsIstuLuuume-
belmow,Çor i-uis iisc delugod mihllions wnh mie
Java .tideaf two. ,viatigi iintlî pathofimittiuuirkcat navea ef bi*od rny ri-i -

whluite they killed the body, i havo
damned the very soi. The

cholmra.mthe phugues, Lte sword; iuar
rein nmicrnwrougfî- , lu .inlîrluoa
iaelice, on the innocent have brough.

Ad oil e breathe upon thon, and thiey
mtrfuk beore nîy bren Lit:*auad year'bynrry thousands tread the disnialroad or EATH.
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