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external appearance of these hous(
The front towards the street hý
few openings-a door and, perhaç
a small grated window -on ti
ground floor, and sometimes in t]
upper stories an overhanging lattic(
chamber. Hence the narrow stree
-ire duil and gloomy, the blar
'valîs having an exceedingly i-
hospitable look.

The courtyard is often excee
ingly beautiful with orna-
mental colonnades, -galîcries,
plants and trees, and a foun-
tin or pool iu the cnr~
*>Sam. xvii. 18. It wvas in
the courtyard of the high el
priest's house that Peter stood
aind watched from afar the
trial of his Lord. Ilere was
hield the feast of Ahasuerus, j
,,in the court of the garden
of the king'S palace." Esther _1j
i. 5. Large cirimbers, often
with arched openings, open
into this eourt. Thiese lewans
are employed as reception

chambers, and have
on three sidecd divans
or couches with
cushtions and pillows.

On the opposite
side are the women 's
apartments, from
which al], save mein-
bers of the «Iiousehold,
are jealously ex-

* cluded. The sleep-
ing chambers are for
the most part small

j: and ill-ventilated.
* ience the fiat roof

is a favourite sleep-
ing-place in fine
weather, 'and here
the faTnily meets to,
enjoy the cool of the
day.

The courtyard is
often sheltered from
the burning sun by
an awning or curtain
which could be easily
drawn aside, or on

the sunny side by a more permanent
structure of tiles. Lt was this which
was removed to, let the palsied man
down ilinto the midst," i.e., into the
court where the people were as-
sembled. Luke v. 19.

The rooms of the second story
often project over the street in
hanging balconies which admit
the cool breeze and with their lat-
ticed windows enable the occupants,
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