34

A A S A
lnuld be confounded with the communism and
featernization which bave warked such irrepa-
rable mischief in other countries, it may be useful
shortly to explain ats design and reterence, as used
by the Free and Accepted Mason. The system
otye uality observed in o Mason’s Lodge, teaches
the doctsine of mutual wants and mutual assis-
tance, and destroys the unsocial vice of pride, by
the operations of \hich one man is induced to
despise his brother, as though he was not formed
of the same clay us himself, slthough he may be
greatly his supenor, both in tafent, virtue and
usefulness. Fr sonry is tinlly democra-
tic in 3ts construction, and strikes at the root of
this petuicious vice, which wrought the destruc-
tion of Nimtod and Nebuchadnezzar, Bah ot Hin-
doostan, amd Shedad of the Paradise of India, b
laying it down asan anxiom. that ** we are all
equal by our creation, but much more so by tho
strength of our obligation;” and that " we meet
on the level and part on the square.”

Now, according to the doctrines o the Order’
the level demonstrates that we are descended from
the same stock, partake of the same nature, and
share the same hope ; and that though distinctions
among men are necessary to preserve subordina-
uon, yet no eminence of station can make us for-
get that we are brethren, and that he who is
ploced un the lowest spoke of fortune’s wheel
muy be entitled to our regard; becouse the time
will come, and the wisest know not how soon,
when all distinctions, except that of goodness,
shall ceasc; and death, the grand leveller ot
human greatness, reduce us to the same state.

The Lodze lectures are copious in carrying out
this priucipﬁe, that there may exist no possibility
of misunderstanding it. They instruct us that in
the Lodge 2 king is reminded, that thougha crown
may adorn his head and a sceptre his hand, the
blood in his veins is derived from our common
parent, and is no better than that of his meanest
subject. The statesman, the senator, and the ar-
tist, are there taught that, equally with others,
they are exposed by nature to infirmity and dis-
ease; that unforeseen wisfortunes mnay impair
therr faculties, and reduce them 1o alevel with
the meanest of their apecies. This checks pride,
and incites courtesy of behavior. Men of inferior
tulents, or who are not placed by fortune in such
exalted stations, are also instructed in the Lodge
to regard their superiors with peculiar esteem,
when they discover them voluntanly divested of
the trappsngs of external grandeur, and condes-
cending, 1n the badge of innocence and bond ot
friendship, to trace wisdom aud to follow virtue,
assisted vy those who are of a rank beneath them.
Virtue is true nobility, and Wisdom is the chan-
nel by which virtue is directed and conveyed ;
wisdom and virtue only mark distinctions among
Masons.

Nothiug can more vigorously contribute to the
banishm nt of pride from a Mason’s Lodge than
such disi;uisitions. But to prevent the ben’, nant
principl of equality from being. prostitmed to
unworthy purposes, and used as a vehicle fo. any
improper assumption of character, the Ancient
Charges provide that in the Lodge the brethren
are to pay due reverenceto the Masters, Wardens,
and Fell wws; and out of the Lodge they are di-
rected tc salute one another in o courteons man-
ner, cali ng each other brother, freely giving mu-
tual in: raction as may be thought expedient,
without'Yeing overseen or overheart, and without
encroaching upon each other, or derogating -from
that res;-ect which is due to any brother, were he
not a mson; for though all Masons are, as bre-
thren, upon the same level, yet Masonry takes no
honor frem a man that he had before ; nsy, rather
it adds to his bonor, especiaily if he had deserved
well of 1he brothethood, who must give honor to
whom it is due.
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As a vice, nothing is tnore intolerable or more
debasing than pride; by which I mean that ex-
clusive feehing swhich elevates one member of so~
ciety, 1n hus own opinion, lo an imaginary distine~
tion above another of the same rank, and perhaps
superior endowments, For this 1eason it is for-
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Our Grand Master, King Solomon, was nore ur-
gent in his condemnation ot this vice than an any
other subject. e declares s hatred of © pride
and arrogancy, and a froward mouth;* and for
tlus reason, because it produces contention, brings
a man to shame, and certain destruction,  ludeed.
throughout the whole of the Sacred Scriptures,
this vice is unequivocally prohibited ag the buter
parent of all evil. Pride was not made for man.
Qur blessed Saviour classes it with adultery, forni-
cation, tnurder, thefl, covetousness, deceit, blas-
phemy, and foohishness.  And St Paul adds, that
* hie who s ifted up with pride falls wto the cone
demnation of the devil.”

Inaword, of all the evils which have beca iutro-
duced by the wicked spitit, as the eurse of man in
his esvil and social state, pride 1s the mast perni-
cious. Every mingle vice isbad,but pnde e the enn-
sutnmation of them all.  And bence Freemasonry,
that benevolent anl truly amiable: science, has
most unceremaniously banishedt from the Lodge,
and sung i1s requiem ; lor it 13 a moryl leprosy,
by which the soul ig spotted and defiled, and fitled
with ¢« wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores.”
Even the heathen, who were ignorant ot the ben-
ignant prineiples of true religior, believed s ex-
istence to be hustile to the peace and comlort of
society, Tacitus says, Multos qui conflictari ad-
versts videantur, beatos ; ac pelerosque, quanquam
maguoes per opes, misernimos; S1 il gravem fore
tunam constanter tolereny, ln prospers inconsulte
utantur, And the cthic poet, Horace. promul-
gated the same doctune, when he said,

Non Yossidcmcm multa vocaverns
Recté beatum.  Rectius vccupn
Nomen beati, qui deorum

Munenbus sapienter ute
Hurawmque oadler paupenem pan.

Dr. Douneittustrates this vice by these judicious
reflections, which are worth preserving ¢ Death
comes equally to usall, and makesall equal when
it comes. ‘Lhe ashes of an oak 1 & chimney are
no epitaph ot that oak, to tell me how high or
how large it was; 1ttells me not what flocks it
sheltered while it stood, nror what men it hun
when it fell. ‘The dust ot great persons’ graves
18 speechiess, too 5 itsays nothing, 1t distinguishes
nothing. Assoon}the dust of a wretch, whom
thou wouldst no!, asof a pstuce, whom thou
couldst not, look upon, will trouble thine eyesf
the wind blow 1t thuther ; and when a whiriwind
hath blonn the dust of the church-yard into the
church, and the man sweeps out the dust of the
church nto the church-yard, who will undertake
to st those dusts agaw, and to proneunce—this 1s
the patrieian, ts is the noble flower; and this is
the yeoman, this 1s the plebean bran 1%

1 have been rather diffuse upon jthis uun.auly
vice, because itis so positively prohibited wa
Mason’s Lodge ; and 1 think also that if the teach-
wgs. of Freemusonry, on this particular point,
were carried out mn practice amongst mankind, it
would strengthen the bond of union which cements
man to g fellow, and thus become of the most
ussentiallservice to soctety in general.

Every Brother cught to belong to some re-
gular Lodge and should always appeartherein
properly clothed, truly ‘subjecting himself to
all'its by-laws and the general regulations.
He must attend all,meetings when duly sum-
moned, unless he canloffer tothe Masters and
Wardens such plea of necessity for his ab-
sence, as the said by-laws and regulations
may admit. By the ancient rules and usages
of Masonry, which are generally adopted
among the by-laws of every lodge, no plea
was judged sufficientto.excuse any absentee,
unless he could satisfy the lodge, that he was
delained by some extraordinary and unfore-

mally repudiated 1n the system of Freemasonry.

seen necessity.~—Masonic Iabrary.
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CHAPTERTIL
ATT AU AND LEERNLE—DR, ANDRRSON

1722—1740.

S0 el nmnd vuerad puegnat ot Masonry 13 10 subdue
sur passiong; 10t to do our cwn will | to iakoe a dauly pro.
gress woa daudable an, to promote]imorality, charity, good
et ship, good nataee anl Bumoiiity /7=, XDERSOX

She e the bnghtaess of the everlasting Ingnr the
unspatted Mirrar of the power of Gud, and the Image of
s Loodness, —SoLoMox

4w vam woutd Danvers with his wal
Cur slow resentinens raien
What by and 2l mwanhind have weit
But ol tuaies vt privse.
His wit whis only trth imparts,
Ehat Masauns have Gren Rithla) hearts »
SECRETARY’s S0NG

(Confiued.)

«'The effect of this Defence was electrical.
{t was universally read and admured ; and
though the attacks on Masonry were stil) con-
tnued,—for while the cowan was willng to
purchase, false brethren wouwd always be
found who wero ready to sell ; they attracted
the attention of none hut the very {owest clas~
ses of the people. One of the most eminent
members of the Craft, ona visit at our Lodge,
paid Dr. Anderson a very high compliment
when proposing the thanks of the Fraterni-
ty for tho service he had rendered to Masonry
by the publication of the Defence. He said—
¢The Ireemasons are much obliged to the
generous intention of the unbiassed Author of
the Defence ; thougn some think the ingeni-
ous Defender has spent too much fine learn-
ing and reasoning upon the foolish dissection,
that is justly despised by the Fratemnity, as
much as the other pretended discoveries of
their secrets in public newspapers and pas-
quils, all of a sort, for all of them pui tegather
do not discover the profound and sublime
things of old Masonry ; nor can acy man, not
a mason, make use of those incoherent smat-~
terings [interspersed with ignoraut nonsense
and gross falsities} among bnght Brothers, for
any purpose bat 1o be laughed at; our com-
raunications being of a quite different sort.’
The motion of thanks, asyou may -suppose;
was carried by acclamation.

« 1 have said more about this Defence,”
continued my extraordinary companion,
“than may be necessary on any future publica-
tion, because it constitutes the first attempt on
record to explain the real working of the ma-
chinery of the Order. Poor Prichard had the
audacity to publish a reply, but hesoon found,
by the stinted sale of his book compared with
the rapid demand for his former production,
that Dr. Anderson had spoiled his trade, and
that no one now gave him credit for veracity.
He had confessed mmself to be a perjured
man; and it proved fatal to his’ reputation.
From being a whale among the minnows, he
dwindled into a mmnow “among-the whales ;
and having once sunk into contempt and in-
significance, ho was heard of no mors,

« Dr. Anderson’s Defence was followed by
an anonymous work, called-<The Beginning
and First Foundation: ot the most Worthy.Craft
of Freemasonry,’ ‘published in 17393 atd a
Frenchi writer, whose ‘book was translated in-
to English, although not very complimentary.
tothe Order in .general, admits ¢that the
Prince and the magistrate here lose nothing
of that homage due from their inferiors. No-
thing is banished but discord and gquarrelling,
which, if one moment raises, the next extin-



