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THE TELEGRAPH LINES OF CENTRAL AMERICA.

CostA Rica has had a line between Puuntavenas, its Pacific
vort, and the capital, San Jose, since about the year 1866,
Within a few years the capital has been connected by wire
with the Atlantic port, Limon, and in July, 1379, commnnica-
tion with their neighbor, Nicaragua, was established.  There
are about 20 oflices in the Republic.

Nicaracra has about 25 oflices. The lines were built in
1875, Tarilt 20¢. for 10 words, All of the principal eities
and towns arein the cireuit, including the two Dacitie ports,
Sin Juan del Sur and Corinto, nnd the Atlantic port of San
Juan del Norte, or Lireytawn. The lines are about 500 miles
extension in all.

The Ceutiml and South American Telegrph Company have
a eable station nt San Juan del Sur, which afiurds Nicaragua
and Costa Rica communication with the world,

HoxnrrAs s in operation 1,800 miles of wire withabout
40 offices. A met-work radintes from the capital, Teguei-wal-pa,
connecting the Atlantie and Puacilic ports of the Republic, as
well as the principal towns, The tarilf is 25e. betwoen all
uitices. These lines were begnn in 1877, under the superin-
terdenee of Mr. Maury, formerly superintendent of tele-
graphs in Salvador. Mr. Luscbio Toledo is the present;
superintendent.  Me is a native of Guatemaly, where he!
lewined telegraphy under Mr. Stanley MeNider.,

SaLvapor was the second of the Central American Repub-
lics to employ the telegraph, having commencedl ils network of |
wires in 1870, under the administration of President Ducnas.
Tlie fiest lines were built by Chas. 11 Billings, an Amerizan,
followed by Stanley MeNider, of this city, in 1871-2. Tie ser- |
vice is extendedl to every town of importance in the Republie,
und connects with that of Honduras and Guatemala. Torifl
23¢, Thero are over 60 oflices. The head uftice is in the
capital, San Salvador. The superintendent is Guillermo
Padilla, a native of Salvador. and one of iis first operators. :
‘Lhere are about 1,200 miles of wire in operation.

The Central and South American Telegraph Co.'s eable
has its most important Central American Station at La Libertad,
the post nearest the capital, This station gives to Salvador,
Guatemala and Honduras their means ol clectrical conununi-
cation with the rest of the world.

Guareyars.—The first line was built in 1873 by Stanley
MoXNider, of Montreal, along with the lines since constructed,
comprisiug 1,200 n.iles of wire, with 60 offices, connecting the
Atlantic and Pacific ports with all of the important towns.
Four lines run from tho capital, Guatemala, one to each point
of the compass. The service was under the superintendence

of Mr, 8, MeNider until Fub. A corvespondent of
the San Francisco Krening Post, in a letier published some
time in 1880, says of thuse lines :—

“ \ telegraph service equal to nuy in any country in the
“world conncets the capital with every town of any note
# throughout the Republic, as well as with the neighboring
“ States of Salvador, Honduray, Niearagun and Costa Rien.

* * * * *

“ The serviee is in every respeet the Dbest I kavo ever seen
“outside of the Xastern Statos. Rates are cheap, and the
# entire system is a crediy to ils originator and manager.”

The originator of the system wus Senor Den Joso Maria
Samayon, prineipal minister under the administrntion of
Granados, and of the present President, Goneral Birvios, To
the latter belongs the creditof having ordered the construction
of the greater part of the lines in operation.  The tarill'is 23e.

All the lines in Central Amerien wore buile by and are
the property of the Giovernment, and ave worked for their ne-
count, the employees receiving salavies varying from $20 to
850 per month in way oflices.  In the capitals higher salaries
rule, but are not of n nature to induce forcign talent to sesk
them.  In Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras and Niearagua the
system is Morse pure and simple, with oniy such additions ns
the Spanish language has demanded in the alphabet.  Theso
additions were made by Mr. MeNider.

In C'osta Rien an alphabet manufactured by native talent
of the latter Ilepublic vul of the Morse has heen adopted, and
the details of survice are a species of guess work from the same
souree.

The continuation of this article giving the lines of South
Ameriea, will be given in our next mumnber.

PERSONAL.

MaRRIED—-At 112 West 42nd stroet, New York, on the
253rd of April, 1884, Emile A, Llart, of the firm of Mart
Brothers &  Co., of Montreal, Suignior of Decancour,
Assistant Editor and Proprictor ol the Caxapiay Luketrican
NEws, 10 Nutalie, eldest daughter of M. L. Svixas, Esy., of
New York.

ADVERTISERS.

Avvermisens of Electrical supplies, as well as mapufac-
turers and deanlers, should try to reach the enormous demnand
springing up in Canada fur their guods. Nu botter medium
for wivertising their spocialtice has ever presentod . itself.
Remember this paper gues to evury point from onc end o the
Dontinion to the other, and is the oxwy jourmal reprosenting
the interssts of the Telegraph, Telophone and Electrie light.

WE roturn thanks to Sup. J. P. Abernethy, of Cleveland,
Ohio, for a copy of * The Modern Service of Cummercial and
Railway Telegraphy in Theory and Practico,” a work of 333
pages,  We consider it invaluable to learners as well as to all
telegraphers who aspire to become proficient commercial or
railwny oporators. The book is handsomely bound in cloth
with gold title designs on side and baek, and is soid at $2.

ACRNOWLEDGEMENT.

Tue Vasperoerk System of Electric Lighting, a very
neatly printed pamphlet, explanatory of their system,
Howues, Booro & Havper, New York, five nice samples
of fire proof, insulated. olestric light and other wires, mado
from pure Lake Superior copper.




