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the other hand, sandy and loamiy soils arc
nearly always (lefiCient ;n l)otash, and those
naturally rich ini orgranic niattcr, suchi as
swamp souls, also, contain littie potash.

SOI[Oll5 WJIICI NIErD POTfASIT.
These latter types of soils are those on

wvhich mîarket garden and fruit crops are
gener.llv>groivn. crops wvhich are particu-
larly in need of îotash. andl, as the yield is
limitcd by the constituent of plant food
present ini sinallcst quantity, these souls, es-
pecially for the kind of crops mentioned,
are in îîced of potash. Furtiier. the qualitv
of the crop, as nîeasurcd by appeariaîce and
palatibility, is affected îîot only by the na-
ture of the soi], but by the crop being able
to obtain froin the soul a proper balanfce of
thie essential constituents of plant food and
in sufficient: quantities to permit of a con-
tinnous andl rapi d developinent.

Wood asiies arc one of our inatural sources
Of potash. Clean fresh burncd ashes wvill
contain 6 to 35 per cent. of potash, depend-
ina« on the 1kind of wood froin wvhich tlîey
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%vere ol)tained. I'ley ,,lso contain ont: to
tw\o p)er cent. of phospiioric acid, and 11)01.ý
35 per dent. of lime. Further, thc potash
is ail soluble ini water and, ther-efore. uin-
îneùiately available to plants.

Thousands of acres of land in ()ntario
airc deficient in potashi and many ofte
crops of the farni, espccially vegetables and
fruits, arc in particular need of potaslî. It
semns too bad tlîat wood ashes, w~hicli con-
tain such large quantities of potash, and
that in flhc very best formi for plants, shiotil'
he so extenisively shîpped mnt (f the cowîntry.

If soie people iv'ill continue to sel] aslies.
let tlieni 1)c advertiscd ini Ontario sc> that
they may 1e bouglit by those wvhe know
tlîeir value, andl tlîus save lis thec humilia-
tion of liaving Canada wvood ashes adiver-
tised for sale throughout the Eastern States
of thec American Rcpublic, and ait thec saie
timîî kecp tlîat at home whichi wc need for
good crop production, and whichi wc aire
now beginning to bri ng hack into thle coun-
try ini other fornms.

BLACK KNOT ON PLUMS
PROF. P. C. SIt:ARS. NVOIVILLE, N. S.

XX E have conclusivelv proved tlîatV ' black knot can bc controlled, even
in,. the nîidst of infected orcliards, by spray-
ing the trees, cutttingy out the knots and.
burning thein. In that part of thîe experi-
nmental orcliard w~hicli we have lîad only two
years, there were, at the tinie we Ieascd it,
about .4o old i)luni trees that wvcre so thor-
ouglîly infceted with knot that it seenîéd thîe
wisest course to root theni out and burn
thein.

Instead of (bing so wTC cnt tficem back so
as to, rernove ai] the knots. In renioving a
knot we cut at least six inches bclow it so
as to, reniove every trace of the disease.
We then gathcred Up and burned al] thc
trinîiiîigs. During that sunîniier tlhe or-
chard was spraved thrce tunes wvitlî Bor-

deaux imix-,ture, and ini the faîl the knots
we*e again renioved and burîîed. The
trees hiad muade a vigorous growtlî after
'their severe pruning, and thiere werc few
kniots conîpared vwith the year belcore.

Tfli ncxt suîîner -ie (lc 1ded to reniove
the knots as soon as thcy atppcarcd(. and
wvitlî this object xve wvcnt through the or-
chard tivice once in July and once in
August, and cnt ont the knlots. We did
this regardless of the fruit on the r ees, a,;
our object wvas to stanip ont the discase
without considering liow niucli fruit ive had
to sacrifice. We found tlat 1w takLingý the
kunots at this sta'gz whlen thcy we'iv soit it
,.vas oftcn possible to pare off a knot istcad
of cuttimg away the entire hralich ni- which
it grew.


