
Editorial Notes.

on any educational movenient calling cial department to learn about our
tor provincial interference or legisla. gold, coal and copper fields, for pur-
uon. Its administration wli be con- poses of possible exploration and
tined to its own internal operations, 1 investriient ? Then is there not the
which for the mîost part will be collab- 1 same safety to provincial autonomy in
orative and supervisory, with no gov. matters pcrtaining to immigration,
ernmental authorty to enforce its public vorks and railway building,
suggestions. This is surely plain wth the national spirit co ordinating
enough even for a child to understand. the provincial into the strength that
O)ur patriotism, so far matured as a cornes from the united action of the
national one, readdy admits that tse provincial wth the fedcral ?
purpose of our confederacy is to have i But the idea of endangering the pro-
the world recognize and approach us as ivncial autonomy in educational affairs
a confederate unit, with the provincial by the organization of a sub depart-
autonorpy preserved within the wder ment sc as that under consideration
national intuition. The provincial cannot but have even less weigt than
autonoy is safer within this patriot- any other possible argument. The
isnî than without it. And if there be Dominion Assccation cif Teacher
one argument stronger than another in bas endorsed it, and so far no word
favor of the propo3ed sub.department iagainst it has been raised by any of
it is to be found in the fact that the the superintendents of education. If
provincial autonomy in matters educa- there was in it any possiblity of inter-
tional is without and not within the ference with the varioas school sysems
patriotism that would make the most at present organized in the various
of our common country. As matters jprovinces, some one of the superin-
stand at present the world can learn 1tendents would surely have raised his
nothing of our educational status as a: voice aganst it ; or, if there ad been
consolidated Dominion by applying to in it the faintest shadowing forth of a
the central governent for informa-i future national systen of public schools
tion. The federal aulhorities have it might have been rightly said that
no more the means of giving coordi- the provincial autonomy as gnaranteed
nated information on the educational by the Brtish North Amecan Act
standing of the cofntry as a whole would be in danger. But, as toe have
than they hue the ieans of mnaking a said, there is in it no esblent of pos-
census of the South Sea Islands. An sble interfhrence with any provincial
outsider-nation or individual - is, educational rights, and since this has
anxious to learn of the agricultural re- ibeen so well understood by every orie
sources of the Dominion, but has he rwho as carefuly looked into the pro
to travel fromn province to province ta posai, it is not a matter of srpise that
sind out ail about the w? The required idt bas been so uranimously weil re-
information is ta be found at Ottawa, ceived.
and, with the light of later events upon -

hco, no one will surely say that the As Dr. Hodgins in his letter to the
provincial autonomy as regard agri- Afai and Empire pointed out, there
culturai interests is lot safer and moreseems to have been an understanding
progressive within the central super- with the Rev. Dr. Ryerson that the
vissnag organization than eithout it. organzation of a Central Bureau of
then the saine may be said of our Education for the Dominion would
minerai reoources. Has an inquirer core up for consideration after the
to utilize the railway and boat offices passing of the Confederation Act.
frcm provincial departent to provin- But th s has been held in abeyance


