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centre, and oue window ou each side, and vines | then walked off with a free and jaunty air, and

trained over the sashes in this way, which gives jan expression of satisfaction and selt-compla-

itan cdd look, like a house in green spectacles,
as it were.  When hop vines are used for screen-
ing the windows, which is olten the case, the
plaut is not so easily restramed ; and throwing
out its Juxuriant branches vight and left, takes
care of itself.

Currants are almost the only fruit seen in the
smaller gardens of our neighbouihoud 5 eveu
gooseberries are not so general; buth raspberiies
and strawberries grow wild here in such profu-
sion that few persons cultivate them.  Curiauts,
by-the-by, both black aud red, are alsv wative
plants ; the black currant is by no means rate
1 this State, and very much resembles the vari-
eties cultivated in gardens ; the wild red currant
is chiefly confined to the northern parts of the
country, and it is precisely like that which we
caltivate.  Both purple and green govseberries
are also found wild in our woods.

It is often a matter of swiprise and 1egret that
fruit should not be more cwitivated among us in
gardens of all sizes; but the indifferent common |
chenty is almost the only fruit tree found here m
cottage gardens.  Even the farmers neglect |
cherries, and plums, and pears, surprisingly.

There is, unhappily, a very serious objection
to cultivating fruit in our village gardens ; fiuit-
stealing is a common crime in this paut of the
world 5 and the standard of prineiple on such
subjects is as low as it well can be in ow rural
commuuities. Property ot this kind is almost
without protection among us; there are laws on
thie sebject. but these are never enforeed, and of
course people are not willing to throw away
money, aud time, and thought, to raise {ruit for
those who might easily raise it for themselves, if
they would take the pains to do so. There can
be no doubt that this state of things is a serious
obstacle to the cultivation of choice fruit in our
villages; horticulture would be inna much higher
condition here if it were not for this evil.  But
the impunity with which boys, and men, too, are
atlowed to commit thefis of this kind, is really a
painful picture, for it must inevitably lead to
mcrease a spirit of dishones'y thoughout the
community.

1t is the same case with flowers.  Mauy people
seem to consider them as pubiic property, though
cultivated at private expense. It was but the
ather day that we saw a litle girl, oue of the
village Sunday scholars, moreover, put her hand
within the railing of a garden and break off
several very fine plants, whose growth the owner
had been watching with care and interest for
many weeks, and which had just opened to re-
ward his pains. Another iustance of the same
kind, but still more flagrant in degree, was ob-
served a short time since : the offender was a
full grown man, dressed in fine bro.udeloth to
boot, and evidently a stranger; he passed before
a pretty yard, gay with flowers, and wuchecked
by a single scruple of good manners, or goud
morals, proceeded to make up a handsome Lou-
quet, without so much as saying, by your leave,

to the owner; having selected the Howers most
to his fancy, he arranged them tastefuily, and

ceney traly ridiculous under the circumstances.
He had made up bis nosegay with so much pains,
eyed it so tenderly as he cartiod it before hin,
and moved along with suck: & very minemg aud
dainty manuer, that ne was probably on his way
to present himselt and his trophy to nis sweet-
hieart 5 aud we can only hope that he met wnh
Just such a 1eception as was deserved by a man
who had been committing petty lazceny.  As f
10 make the chapter complete, the very same
afternoon, the villuge bewnyg full ot strangers, we
saw several young pirls, elegantly tlonneed, put
their hands through the railing of another garden,
facing the street, and help themselves in the
same easy manuer 10 their neighbour’s prettiest
flowers; what would they have thought 1f some
one had stepped up with a pair of scissors and
cut half a yard from the ribbon on their hats,
merely because it was pretty, and oue had a
lancy to it?  Neither the littde gil, nor the
strangers iu broadcloth and flowers, seent to have
learned at commoun school, 01 a1 Sunday School,
or at home, that respect for the pleasuce of others
is simple good manners, regard for the rights of
others, and common hionesty.

No one who had a flower border of his own
would be likely 1o offend in this way ; he would
not do so unwittingly, at least 5 and 1l gwilty of
such an act. it would be premeditated pillering,
When people take paius to cultivate froits and
flowers themselves, they have some idea of their
value, which can ouly be justly meuasured by the
owuer’s egard for tiem.  Aud then, morevver,
gardening is a civilizing and tmproving occenpa-
tion in itself; its inflacnces are all beneficial
it usually makes people more wdustrious, and
more amiable. Persnade a careless, iundoleut
man to tuke an interest in hus eanden, aud his
reformation has begun. Letan idle woman hon-
estly watch over her own flower-beds, and she
will naiurally become more active. ~ There is
always woik to be dove m a garden, some hule
job 1o be added to yesterday’s task, without
which it is incomplete; Looks may be closed
with a wark where one left off, needlework may
be thrown axide and resumed againj a sketch
may be left half finished, a picce of music haif
practised 3 even atteution to houschold matters
may relax in some measure for a wiule; but
regularity and method are constautly required,
are absolutely indispensable, to the well-being
of a garden. ~ The occupation itself 1s so enga-
ging, that one commences readily, wnd the imer-
est increases so naurally, that no great shaie of
perseverance is needed to continue the employ-
ment, and thus iabour becomes a pleasure, and
the dangerous habit of idleness is checked. Of
all fanlts of character, there is not one, perhaps,
depending so eutirely upon habit as indolence ;
and nowhere can one Jearn a lesson of order aud
diligence more preitily and more pleasantly than
from a flower-garden.

¢ But another common instance of the good
effect of gardening may be mentioaed j—it na-
turally inclines one to be open-handed. The
bountiful retums which are bestowed, year after



