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whom, perbaps, was ever on borseback in his
life-be expected to deal ont justice ? la jus-
tice in such a case not a mere matter of chance,
or, perhaps, rather a matter of locality ? A
London jury·naturally attaches more weight to
the opinions, of men like the professors of the
London College and Messrs. Field and Mavor.
Ajury in L!verpool, or, perbaps, in the provinces,
would, I think, have found a different verdict on
the sameevidence. You yourself May probably
think that the weight of authority leans to the
witness for the plaintiff; whilst I, on the other
hand, may value the sound practical knowledge
and varied experience of those of the delendant
considerably the highest. " Who sball decide
when doctors disagree ?" What amount of
reasoning can remove the evils, of which this
ease is only a sample; for many others, quite as
bad, may be quoted ? I think it must be ad-
mitted on all hands that the case is hepeless.
The limb (of the law) is terribly, incurably dis-
eased, and there is no remedy excepting in am-
putation. Try to get rid of it altogether."

The effect of such occurrences às these it will
easily be seen must to some extent operate in-
juriously or the production or firt-class horses
The burnt child dreads the fire, and the breeder
who bas once found himself involved in a horse
case will very likely turn his attention in future
to stock of a leses bazardons description. htr.
Litt does not forget to notice this fact:-

"All this is bad enough, but worse remains
to be told. The greateet of all the evils that
spring from this condition of the law is unuoubt-
edly the effect produced on the breeding and
rearing of first class horses generally. It is not
too much to say that many of the largest and
best breeders ofsuch animais have been de .red
by it fromthis most important pursuit. I speak
only of circumstances witnin my own knowledge,
when I say that it is not easy to estimate the iu-
jurions influence of the law of warranty in this
direction.' Of all the causes that have tended
of late years to bring about the scarcity cf hait-
bred horses of the highest quality-for, I tbink,
the fact of this increased and still ircreasing
scarcity will bardly be denied-this is certainly
one of the most potent, and it denands, there.
fore, a more serions consideration, on this ac-
count alone, than bas hitherto been acccrded to
it. And, for ail this evil to individuals and to
the community, what is there in the law of war-
ranty really of compensatory good ? You hint
that it is chiefly of advantage to the dealer, as
affording hitu too many pretexts for fraudulent
attempts to obtain back a portion.of the purcbase
money, and I have myself known more than one
instance of the character you relate. There can
be no doubt that it does very often serve the
purpose of enabling-not dealers only-but
many otber persons besides-to repudiate a
bargain which they have begun te repent. It
is idle to bpeak of it, therefore, as a protection

to the publin ; for it is tie very reverse. Th
require no such protection. It is since!nti
the law to protect the public against frand, a
men ought to buy horses as théy buy olW
things. If they have not sufficient confidene
in their own knowledge of an article they wish t
purchase, they ask the opinion, and are gui¿
toy the advice, of some one pecaliarly quali&qto judge of such matters. la the muatter o[
horse-flesh here is a profession, whose member,have made this qualifleation almost a specialbranch of study. Against false and franduat
representations on the part of the vendor, beihwno he may, let the law be as stringent Mayoq
like ; but uutil it ceases to recognize that aN6.
cLievous thing called a warranty of soundnes.1 lear there can little goo, be effected. Wi%
these sentiments it wvill be seen I am not o1
opinion that it is very important to disCUss 1,
question of what ought or ought not to becat.
sidered unsoundness in a strictly legal sense. i
have had sorne experience in horse causes, and
have never found much weight attached to vet.
erinary opinions on this subject. As a geneal
rie, I have found that everytbing of the char.
acter of disease, no matter how elight or insg.
nificant, bas been held to be an unsoundnesM
and that to be conpelled to admit the slightes
deviation from a perfect normal structure oa
parts was always fatal to any attempt to estab,
lish the soundnèss of an aninal."

With such a condition of the law, it i3 x
wonder if ofien an undesrved-amount of odiumig
made to reat on the shoulders of the exaim.
Some of our friends may feel interested to kno
what one so well qualified to speak as Mr. It
bas to say on this part of the subject:-

"It orten happens, however, that the veter.
inary Eurgeon-and this is a point that is esp.
cially wor hy of mention-feels himself coe
pelled, by the absui d state of the law, to gih
certificates of unsoundness in cases of ailmen,
of so light a character that even he hismp
scarcely thinks them merited. I was requesk,
a few days ago, for example, to examine, at
purchase, a valuable horse, bought by a ga
tieman in the country for a friend in Lond-
There was, in the inuer surface of the headt
one of the large metatarsal bones a slight ezm
osis, quite insulated, as it were, and seemih
unconnected with the hock joint. He waui
lame in the slightest, nor likely to be from se
a cause. It was the most insignfeiant ti
possible to the eye, and my general rin si
cases, is to point the thing out to the purcb
and advise him to take a special warrant:
connection with it for a given. time. Bob
however, I had no such privilege. I %
simply asked to give a certificate, andJ bad
resource but to say "Unsoundneus from bk-
spavin ;' for, had I refused to do tbis, i -
probability somebody would have doneit wk
the horse got to London, and the cons(qQe.


