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THE INSTRUCTOR.

navigation and surveying, nppearanot
to have heen known previous to the
middle or close of the twelfih century.
The English, French, Iialians, Ger-
mans and Chinese, all contend for the
honaur of this inventinn.

To whom the lionnur belongs, it 18
difficult, and probably impessible, to
determine ; but its effects on the des-
tinies of the world 15 stereotyped up-
on every movement of soewty; by it
an intercourse with trans:harine re~
gwns, either for purposes of com
merce, benevolence, the extension of
kanowledgze, or the spread of (Jhristi-
anity is obtained ; cnd by its means
the oeography ot the glohe and its
subdivisions are ascerizined.

Tne ancient Babylonians and Chi-
nese are said to have carved letters
on blocks of wood and atone ; but the
invention of printiig in its present
sha_2 is of European origin, and
probnbly due to Lauventius of Huer-
lem, improved by Feustuz of Mentz,
Gutemberg, Schoeficy and othi rs, dur-
ing this prriod. 1t is said of this in-
estimable discovery—one through the
means of which the moral elements of
the world were to be revolutionized,
and the naiural elements devel.ped,
that st was bronght almost at once to
perfeciion, that the first printing done
- four hundred years ago, is equal to any
that has since been done—showing
that in the revolution of the wheelsof
Providence, that all the great sciences
and arts, oral Janguage, written lan-
Tuage, the mariner's compass, and
printing, are all subnrdinate instru.
aents, to be wielded by wan, under
the direction of a wise Providence, and
for,wise ends. By the first, oral lan-
guage, man has held converse with his
God, and with his fellow man;
by the second, written language, he
has been enabled to write the coma
mands of God “na book,” and by
means of which the transactions « f the
world are received ; by means of the
third, the Compass, the comnwands of
Heaven are being promulgated to the
most distant and bemighted corners of

the earth ; and by the fourth, printing,
copies of the Scriptures, and other
good works nre so multiplied, that “he
who 1uns may read, and he who reado
may uaderrstand.”

In coneluding this article, which
brings us down through sixteen centu-
ries ol ourera, the reader will observe
that we have not particularized the
discoveries made in abstract science,
the solution of particular problewms in
mathematics, astronomy, and other
branches of knowledge ; we have
avoided this course as uninteresting te
the general reader, and have confined
our remarks to the more leading peints
of notoriety uf the periods.

One tling, however, we have wot
failed to observe, in tracing mankind
through all the mutstions to which
our rage have been subjected, during
upwards of five thousand years—that
the nass of saclety, the peasantry of
the world, have remained ur~structeil
in reading, or alphabstical writing,—
in a word, the prasantry of the woild,
with few exceptions, have remained
n gross ignorance.

The inhubitants of Great Britain,
now so famous for their high s'ate of
social, moral, and intellectual ecul-
ture; were, {wo thousand years ago,
and for centuries after, In a state of
barbaric heathenism. North Ameriea,
pow the land of civilization, education
and frecdom, was, in all probabihty,
two thousand years ago without an in-
habitaat,

The nations of antiquity, u3 such,
have passed away ; : ccounts of their
sayings and doings, their seiences and
arts, their great cities, and their liter-
ature, are Jleft in vague history’s
keeping ; but Great Biitain and North
America, the former only mentioned
in early histery, the latier unknown,
ave aow t.e two great centres of ci-
vifizatien, moral and intellectual re-
finement; they sre the centres, to
which the descendants uf those orce
renowneg nations of antiquity are now
looking, for relef frum bondage, op~
preseion and ignorance.



