
the Cha-- '.ick Academy, southwest or
is a greut pleasure for mie to have my
old, highiy esteemed teacher iocated
in Ainmcoe for the rest of his days,
whuz'e 1 can fretl,.iently mieet and asso-
ciate wvith hlm.

Since then tbe section has had
niany differeut.teachers. The first
three after Mr. Nichol being Jesse
Ryerson, H{arry Hayne and Mr. Car-
ter. In the winter oi 1876.77 there
were on the seheol roli uinety-four
names, but an epidemic of diphtheria
took eighteen of t'hese. The village
physician also died o! thîs disease. So
great is the change since tlîat tirne, 1
amn toid there are now but eleven chul-
dren of school age In the section. In
the year 1860 smailpox came to the
village, brought froin Cleveiand, and
reselted lu the deal of a fine youing
man named Edward Raymoend, the
captain. of the schooner Rebecca Fos.
ter. He wvas to have been married te
Melissa Underhlll on that trip ln. Sue
bravely ur.dertook to nurse hlm, but
was stricken with the samne disease
and very narrowiy escaped death.
Her "ompanien, Rebecca Foster, aise
was v ry sick wvith IL.

The Varlous Milis at Port Ryerse
As 1 have writteu, thc first saw

and gnist milis were built, and in use
soxue time previeus to 1100.2. B'ither
this saw miii, erected by my grand.
father, wvas spared by the Amenicans
o- anotiier eue bulit shortiy aftes
18 2. The conimunity could inot do
wvitheut one. It just cornes te me, as
I am ;vniting, that my father toid me
ho bult eue shortiy after that date.
The next grist miii %vas built by MY
father in 1849, and shortly after that
date, some time lu the fifties, a pias-
ter miii -vas added te it, the building
ef which 1 can just remember. In the
early days land plaster «vas consider-
ed a uecessity fer ciover and mca-
dews. It was breught to Pt. Ryerse
by the vescl load and dumped on the
side of the street, close to the miii.
The source o! the suppiy for this ar-
ticle lu the rock state wa% the mines
near by the Grand River. Previous te
the erection ef this plaster miii, farm-
ers wouid drive ail the way te the
Grand River la the wvintcr time for
their suppiy. But littie is uow beard
ef land plaster, which show-.s how
ideas change. The saw miii that was

dilsinatle<i wlicp the grlst miii wvas
bIiilt no donibtl was used to eut t*he
lumber nceded for the twvo uew ihls.
Iu 1860 there wvas a f ine lot of lumbor
at our place that wvas sawvn la the old
miii, among whlch wvere bassvoodl
pianks four feci. aeross.

In counection wvith the fZine pîne and
other forests ef eariy days In Norfolk
County, 1 have a letter wvnitten a few
years ago by hir. Cgo.. Hotchkiss, who
for many years was secretary of the
Northwestern Lumbernien's Associa-
tioni, with headquarters at jvanstun,
llinois, aiid wvho wvas on business ut
Port Dover in the early filties. He
says the vcry finest pinie hie ever saiv
grown ou this earth lie saw lu Nor-
fol1k County. Prices were net very
high then for first-ciass stuff, for my
brother Wiliiani bought clear stuff
pine at four dollars per thousand iu
the early fifties. My own purchases
fer bill stuff la 1869 wvere ut six dol-
lars per thousaud feet, ýud good stuif
it was. With tne building of the Air
Line and Canada Southeru Raiireads
lu 1872 the price adv anced t0 $10.00,
and remained qulte steady -at thut
pice as late as 1890. Aly fatker's
nills wvere lest by belug set on fire
lu the spring of 1860, and the un-
fortunate part of it -was there wvas no
insurunce on the buildings, so hie ceuld
flot rebuild.

On February 26th, 1869, iny father
soid the Miii privllege to Mr. Edward
Harris, 0f Londlon, wvho with Mr. John
Potts, built a fine up-to-date miii for
that time, with five -un of Atone ana
a sixth turbine te run the rest of the
machinery. This wvas ieased to Mr.
John Shaw of Normandule for ten or
more years, and who couducted dur-
ing that time a very succcssfui busi-
ness. This miii stood there tili one
d-iy lu August, 1890, between tweivta
aud one o'ciock, wvheu rire breice out
on the third fleor, theugh there hud
been uo fire in the m'l for many
weeks, and thUs Port Ryerse *was de-
prived of the last iud.ustry of any ac.
couint that breught people there. It
wvas a case of spontaneous combus-
tien, perhaps. Truiy the soverai milis
on this site have had -a most unior-
tunato history.

Home of Eider George J. Ryerse
My father's house was on tUe hli

west of the village, and south of tUe


