
26 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING ALTERATIONS

the Indin can, I think, never be merged on eqal terme and with an equal chance of
success in the mars of the Anglo-Saxon or Frenchu-Canadian popilationi. If that coulid be
effcted, the rest woî d follow. There ai no want of rentai capa ity in an Indian. In one,
at least, of the schols whicl I have vi-ited, the scholar, are ful4y equai, inot superior, to
the averaue puFils of the colmfon schools oftthe wlhites

64. It was a long and arduouQ work to bli the Indian to sufferany ittempt at civilzin«
him. For years, too, the attention of the autlorties was- mucl more anxiously'devoted to
maknhin a faithful ally in war than to anelioratîng his conditioniin peace. It may
a -most be$aId, tliat titl 1845 the civilizaition of the 1nd ~~~ aever the object ofadefinite
and well organiized schenme.

minsions. 65. Though I would not willingly introduce anvthing into tis report which niught have
the appearance <,f cont'oversial discusiîcn, it is evidently nece"sary, when speaking of the
moral condition of the Indians, nut to pass over in silence the degree of succetss attained by
the different missions.

6c. The form of teaching which experience would seem to point nut as best suited to the
mind of an Indian. is that adopted by the Methodistq. Much of their success may, no
doubt, be attributable to the class of men w'.ho ufficiate as the mnisters ofthat seet.

67. I think it is observable, as a genertl mie, that the Methodists lie more intimately
among their converts. and appear better qualified than others to share without, repining the
rude life of the savage they teach. The ministers nofi other'denominations do not shrink
from the hardshps inseparable from the hack-woods' life ; but I think few can enter so
famlarly and intimately, I may ahnost say so instinctively, aq the Methodists, into the wants
and feelings of the Indians.

6s. Their system of classes, also, appears, better suited to satisfy the mental wants of the
Indian than any other. By this ,ystem, the converti are divided into smuali bands, or
classes, each under the directi$.n of a class-leader, whose business it is to exercise constant
supervision over tbose under bis immediate care. I belheve he is bound. to see and converse
with every member of his class at least once a week.

69. The missionary has thus the state of each individual brought. clearly and constantly
under his notice, and his own individual efforts are more iikely to be well directed. Of the
civilizing effect of their instruction, I cani speak in the highest terms. Most of our schools
are under Methodist supervision ; those at least of Upper Canada.

70. The Lower Canadian Indians are mnstly Roman-cathoiics, who have always bpe' the
first pioneers of Christianity. None labour more zealously, or with more self-denial, than
their present successors. They christianize, but they can hardly be said tu civilize in an
equal degree. This may be owing, perbaps, to the mode of instructon,'which fails In suffi-
ciently nculcating self-reliance. The Roman-catholic Indians are taught to look so ex-
clusively to the mssionaries for guidance, that in their absence they are almot entirely
hei peas. It i« almost useless, as far as civilrzation is concerned, to convert, uniess, along
witu the stil greater lessons of Christianity, that healthy spirit of self reliance be inculcated
whuch constitutes the great diàtnoiuisbing dufference between the blind follower and the
reasoning convert. Doubtless, in £wr Canada, there are difficulties to contend with that
are not encountered in the Upper Province.

71. Except at St Regis and Cauchnawaga, few of the Lower Canada Indians have a
settled home. A tract of land bas been lately granted to them by the Provincial Parlia-
ment on the Lower St. Lawrence; but they have not enjoyed i for a sufficient t:me
to allow of any conclusion as to its effect.

72. The Church of England are extremelv successful where they have once established
a foothold. On the Bay of Quinté, and amnnz the lix Natione, their iinfluence has been
most beneficially exerted, as will be seen by reference to paragraph 95.

73. Their converts are, however, not nearly so numerous aq the Methodist in Upper
Canada. Their missionanes are, as far as I ara acquainted with them, most exemplary
men.

74. It is impossible that a missionarv, living entirely among the Indians, should not
acquire a very great degree of power anong theni in temporal matters. That this is not
always judiciously exercised, is the fault of undividuals, not of the systen. The beads of the
various-missions are, however, always ready to interpose with au hority, wbere the Indian
Departnent can only do so indirectly.

7S. The Indians of Upper Canada are for the most part Christians; those of Walpole
Islanmd, many of whom sudl renain heathens, are indeed the only exception. A Church of
EngIand mussiomary ha resided among them, but as yet his efforts bave not heen crowned
with great meusare of succeis. 1 iust, in justice to this gendemen say, that from all I
hear, no man could be more devoted to his work.

Séa.hos. 74. I now tom to the subjeet of schools. la mont of the reserves of Upper Canada the
adiane support &ebools somewhat remembling the como achools of the whites. These,

however, froum want of uegular and efficient orgaummation, are ini sacà an ==.a.rmescory
coadition, as to b. almoost terly useses. The asIl pittaune wbhich the Indias caa afrd


