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IT is a fact universally allowed, that few aui-

thors are so totally indifferent to the staipp which

their writings may bear in the minds of the pub^

lie, as to feel no anxiety concerning their sue-

cesss; and to contemplate with perfect compo-

sure, the prospect of a critical analysis of their

productions, in which, each blemish is to be ex-

posed to the most rigid censure..

No writer is entirely exempt from this doubt-

ful solicitude—even those who have raised them-

selves above the quibblings of fire-side commen-

tators, and are only read to be admired, have

their moments of fear ;—the opinions of the pub-

lic may change ; critics may condemn, and their

names may be tarnished by a failure.

Since then, those who possess every classical

re(iuisite for poetical excellence ; who are bles-


