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whom you have known under the narne of Tommy

Brown is my lawful son-and the heir to nyfather's

earldom."

CHAPTER XIU.

s order to explain the foregoing statement to

my readers it is necessary that I should take them

back to the time when Joel Cray left Priestley.

It seems a bard thing to say, but there is no

doubt it is true, that the lower orders, as a ruie,
do not feel the happiness of loving, nor the mis-

ery of losing love, so keenly as their brethren of

the upper class. The old-fashioned idea that vir-

tue and simplicity are oftener to be found in the

country than the town, and among the poor

than the rich, bas long since exploded. Simple,

the half-heathen villagers may still remain; but

it is oftener the hideous simplicity of open vice,

so general that its followers have not even the

grace left to be ashamed of it, than the innocence

that thinks no evil. if the inhabitants of our

great towns are vicious, they at least try tob ide

it. Even with the virtuous poor the idea of love

(as we think of love) seldom enters-into their cal-

culations on marriage. They see a girl wbom

they admire, who seems "likely" in their eyes,

and, after their rough fashion, they commence to

court ber, "keep company" with her for a few

years, at the end of which time, perhaps, she falls

in with a "likelier " young man; and then, if the

first suitor bas been really in earnest, a few blows

are exchanged between the rivals, separation en-

sues, and he looks out for another partner. The

women are even more phlegmatic than the men

They regard marriage simply as a settlement ie

lfe, and any one appears to be eligible who car

place them in a'house of their own. If the firs

comer is faithliss, they cry out about it loudlj

and publicly for a day or two, and then it is over

and they also are free to choose again. I suppos

this state of things bas its advantages. They d

not love so deeply or intellectually as we do, con

sequetly rte with greater ease. Dis

appointm doesn bound on them with s

crushing effect, and I believe for that very rea

son thamake the more faithful wives and hue

bands of the two. They expect little, and littl

satisfies them; and they have to work and strug

gle to procure the necessaries of life. There is n

time left to miake the worst of their domesti

troubles.
. Yet we cannot take up the daily papers, an

read of the many crimes that are committe

through jealousy, without feeling that some o

the class alluded to must be more sensitive tha:

others. A gentleman will suýpeet his wife of in

fidelity, and break his heart over it for years, trv,

ing to boodwink himself and tread down u'
wortby doubts, before hewill drag his dishonortc
name into the light of day, and seck reparatio:

at the bands of law; but a husband of the lowe:

orders has no such delicate consideration. Mos

of them think a good beating sufficient compens

tion for their wrongs; but a few, under the ser

of outraged bonor which they experience, bu

cannot define, feel that nothing short of blood wil
satisfy thém, and quietly cut their wives' throat

from car to ear. I bave always had a sort of ad

miration for these last-named criminals. The

must have valued what they destroy at the rW

of, and often in conjunction witb, their or

lives. The act may be brutal, but it is manly.

Beneath the list of ignorance and but chery I

see the powers of mastery and justice, and t:

hatred of deceit and vice, which iu an educate

mind would have brought forth such differa

fruits. But, above ail, we recognize the pcwer.

sentiment.
Joel Cray was one of these men-a rare

stance of sensibility in a class wbose whole

and nurture is against the possession of such

feeling. From a boy be had been taught to l00

upon bis cousin Myra as bis future wife; z

when ho believed that Muiraven had betrayed a

deserted ber, bis rage and indignation knei

bounds. For a while he thought that he u

t- sec ber rigbted; that it was impossible that ni

e man wbo had loved Myra lu ev 'er su transie

i.manner-Myra su delicate sud pretby, sud (eu,

" pared wi tb the other girls of Priestley) su refin

" who in Joel's rongb sigbt appeared almost asaà

ýt -ouid hbe satisfied tu liva without searching b

,yont again. But, as tima weut on, sud ns pE

teut seducer- appeared upon the scene, bis

se feelings forber regaiued the asceendency, and

[o agalu began bu look upon ber as une wbo wLs

a- be bis wifa. lHe did' not mnd -the first rebt

s- be gave hlm. Ha bad faitb lu the charu ai,

o being repiaed lu the position of respectabU

a- must bold for avery wuman, sud believed tba4

z_ soun as she bad gut tha bebter of bar iiinsss

le advisabllity of bis proposai wonld strike ber

g- its trua iigbt Ha bad not the ieast ides r

ào she waa dylni and ber subsequant deabh sec

ic to, kill at one blow botb bis ambitions. Hle C

naither maire bar bis wlfa, uer see- ar nmde

ad wlfa of thaein irise bhad dasertad har.

ed thara semad te hlm but une thlng left tü

Df- doua-to exobauga the bloirs sfudad te al
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