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fpaired of reaching the entrance of the river.
The Commodore, therefore, difpatched two boats,
under the commanc of Lieutenant King, to make
fuch obfervations as might enable us to form
forné tolerable idea of the nature of the river.
We anchored, about ten o’clock, in nine fa-
thoms water. The Commodore, obferving the
ftrength of the tide to be fo oreat, that the boats
could not make head againft it, made a fignal
for them to return before thev had proceeded half
way to the entrance of the river. The chief
knowicdge ootizined by this tiue’s work, was,
thz: all the low land, which we iniagined to be
an ifiand, was one continued tract from the great
river o the feot of the mountains, terminating at
the fouth ¢ntrance of this eaftern branch, which
the Commodore denomifiated the river Turn-
again. 'The low land begins again on the north
fide of this river, and extends from the foot of
the mountains, to the banks of the great river;
forming, before the river Turnagain, a large
bay, having from twelve to five fathoms water.
After entering the bay, the flood fet very ftrong
into the river Turnagain, and the ebb came opt
ftill ftronger, the water falling twenty feet upon
a perpendicular. From thefe circumftarces, it
plainly appeared, that a paffage was not to be
expected by this fide river, any more than by the
main branch. But, as the water at ebb, though
much frefher, retained a confiderable degree of
faltnefs,



