
numerous, but now retaining only the
name. To fill these vacant places and re-
vive the old names is the one ambition of
the surviving members of the clan-section
families, and this, like other successions,
can only be accomplished by obtaining the
united assent of the clans.

Thus there is only one topic of interest
in life to these people, only one object for
which to live and only one scope for their
natural activity, viz., the glorification of
self. In each Indian town you will find the
clan-sections living together on apparently
very good terms, but in reality holding each
other down or staving each other off with
all the cunning imaginable. Jealousy of one
another is the characteristic feature of In-
dian life, and so socialistic are their ideas
that no individual dare improve his condi-
tion above the general average, while at the
same time each clan-section is consumed
with a burning desire to make a better
show than any other.

Vou are all of course aware that mem-
bers of the same clan may not intermarry.
Such a thing, according to Indian ideas,
would be an abomination. But it nay not
have become evident to all of you that not-
withstanding this law the majority of Indian
marriages are very close as to family affin-
ity. In most families I find it has been the
custom of the men for generations to select
their wives from one particular clan-section
of another but still the same clan, because
of equality in rank or from other social con-
siderations. And this may be one reason
why the Indians do not increase.


