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had grown accustomed to rest upon the idea that
a safe and honourable future was secured for her
child, and this had made present trials and difficul-
ties endurable. She had seen Percy’s courtship
with bitter disappointment, although she had mis-
calculated its issue, and through all her sympathy
with Lucia, she had secretly rejoiced at his dis-
missal ; she had felt no scruples in hearing hm
Maurice, at the very moment. when his prospects
had suddenly changed and brightened, the assur-
ance of his attachment, and she had received his
note that very day with a joy which almost re-
sembled that which a girl feels who hears from his
own lips that her absent lover is faithful to her.
To this mother, cut off from every tie but that of
motherhood, her child was the one only absorbing
interest ; she had loved Maurice, but she knew now
that she had loved him chiefly as the representative
of Lucia’s fature safety and happiness. It had
never occurred to her that her own strange mar-
riage, that the race or the character of her hus-
band, which had been -recognized by both mother
and danghter as insuperable obstacles in Percy’s
case, would estrange the nobler and truer nature.

The whole miserable story would have to be told,
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