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Then Ihi! rose liliislicd with a deeper red.
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.\ntl out ol hreatli, at leii^ith, she reaidied the town

Wlieieoltliiiies she had sat, uiid tnule Wiis brisk.

\Vhi(di made her nl.ad, Cor on this diiy she longed

'I'll gain her home, where children waitei lii'r

To Ix; p.irt iktM-s of her birthday gifts —
.\iid as the moments lied she mused upon

The bi auty of the plaiM', .and wondered if

The earvini tigiires o'er liijr head shared in

Her joy this day ; for so it seemed t<i her

That all those solid shapes wlii<di dovTiiward lookcW

.\l list SDiiiehow iiiidcrslaiid ail 1 feel witli her
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'I'll thank the saints that -he liad fared so well.

.\nd thus slit! met her fate, lor as she rose

From otf her kin'es. a straiiiier uu-t her ga/.e

.\lid asked her ul her name and of Inr birth,

(aught hy the beauty of hc>r face and lorm.

.Villi when ill simple faith she answered him,

Helieving all ineii true as she was true.

He longed to bear her more, and thought lo play

Upon her iniioeeiiei'. lor unto him
.VII wunn!ii Were no iieire than pretty toys.

With hearls that be.it the quicker lor a kiss.

Vet as she pleased ins f.iiicy for a while,

lie talked to her of tii.il she longed to know.
.Villi dazed her simple mjud with \vondidiis lore

.Vlid gilded dri'ams : too skilled, alas 1 was he

In frivolous .aris and all those subtle wiles

VVliieli steal a woniairs lie.irt and make the pasi

.V blank, the present bliss, the future hell.

Ilaplv at lirst he thought it was no harm.
Viid loved ill artist wav to watch ibed.iwii

of love rise with Ih dawn of wumaiihood,

lint nevermore would llehec know .ig.iiii

The simple pleasures of her simple life,

l!ul strove to gain in knowledge so she might

He more like him the idol of her heart ;

^V'li lie he to please himself Won hi w at idi llei' momU
Th.it so he might catch soniew hai of ilu- grace

That lingered overeach most simple ,icl.

And oft they strolled in w Hand glens, and t.ilk<-d

< tf all the heaiiteoits life beyond her reaidi.

Till slit! looked on him is a god who eaiiie

To lead her thro' some blissful path of life,

.Viid thought no ill, bir how could evil dwell

In one whose lite was lovidy as the flowers.

To which she more belonged, tliuii to a world

.Vl.ade up of sliimb'ring vice, which liirk.s beneiitli

The eloak of virtue and the garb of love.

So Ut'bei' djeanied with dreams that were as liff

Delirious, while thro' her iiiiiid there raiiu

The mystic voices Irom those mikiuiwii I.iikIb

Whicdj (tailed as 'twere lo fl his Klyslaii.

.Viid still he spared her, feeling imlf asbamed
io lead her Into in, yet wuuui not leave

.V pleasant pastime ; and so days slipl on

And then, when tiring of llie eldid, with smiles

lie left her, proinisiiig to eome again

Nor doubting that he would, she Matched in vain

Thro' days w liieh lengthened into montlis, and still

No lidings reindied her, tiiiil her heart misgave.

With hope deferred, .Vnd then the iieiglihors came
.Vml strove to eoiiiloit lier. but all was vain,

W h;it eonifiiil w.is I le'ie when the sun w;is'_'iiie

I '.Ml diirldi"


