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A LONC FAST.

—_—

‘Fourteen Years of Abstinence|

from Food.

e

THEPHYSICIANSPUZZLED.

—_—

The Bottom Knocked Out of all Exist-|

ing Medical Theses.

In the city of Brooklyn there lives a lady,
with paralysis, who, it is claimed,
has lived for a period of nearly fourteen
years absolutely without food or nourishmen
of any kind. The lady’s name is Mary
Fansher, or, as she is known to her friends,
“ Mollie” Fansher. Her case has puzzled
the genius and baffled the skill of all
physicians who have investigated it ; they
all pronounce it inexplicable. Says Dr.
Ormisten, of No. 74 Hanson place, who has
attended her : * It seems incredible, but
from everything I can learn Mollie Fansher
nevereats. * * * During a dozen visits
to the sick chamber I have never detected
evidence of the patient haviig eaten a mor-
sel.” Dr. Spier, who seems to have been
her medical attendant, says : “ Her
case is a most remarkable one. She became
a patient of mine in 1864. I can safely say
that in all these years she has eaten nothing.
1 donot believe any food—that is, solids—
ever passed the woman’s lips since her at-
tack of paralysis. As for an occasional tea-
spoonful of water or milk I sometimes force
her to take it by using an instrument to pry
open her mouth. but that is painful to her.
As early as 1865 1 endeavored to sustain life
in this way, for I feared that, in obedience
to the universal law of nature, she would die
of gradual inanition or exhaustion, which I
thought would sooner or later ensue ; but I
was mistaken. The case knocks the bottom
out of all existing medical theses, and is, in
& word, miraculous. = Several times I have
given her emetics on purpose to discover the
truth ; but the result always conflrmed the
statement that she had taken no food. It sounds
strangely, but itis so. Ihave taken every pre-
caution against deception, sometimes going
into the house at eleven and twelve o’clock
at night, without being announced, but have
a.lwn!gs found her the same and lying in the
same position occupied by her for the entire
period of her invalidity. The springs of her
bedstead are actually worn out with the con-
stant pressure. My brethren in the medical
profession at first were inclined to laugh at
me and call me a fool and spiritualist when [
told them of the long abstinence and keen
mental powers of my interesting patient. But
such as have been admitted to see her are
convinced. These are Dr. Ormiston, Dr.
Elliott and Dr. Hutchison, some of the best
talent in the city, who have seen and be-
lieved.”

It appears Miss Fansher’s long abstinence
is the result of paralysis occasioned by injur-
ies received by an accident. Mary was her
parent’s favorite daughter. She was sent to
Professor Wes! jigh school at an early age,
and there develoPed many brilliant qualities
of mind and heart which augured well for her
future. At seventeen she was pretty, petite
and well-cultivated. As a member of the
Washington ‘avenue Baptist Sunday school
she met and learned to love a classmate
named John Taylor. An engagement fol-
lowed the intimacy of the Sunday school
class, and the young people looked forward
with buoyant spirits to the bright life so soon
to dawn upon them.

But fate decreed differently., While getting
off a Fulton street car one day in 1864, on
her return from school the younglady slipped
and fell backward. Her skirt caught on the
step unseen by the conductor, who started
the car on its way again. The pooi girl was
dragged some ten or fifteen yards before her
cries were heard and the brake applied. When
pieked up she was insensible and was carried,
suffering intense agony from an injured spine,
to her home near by. Forty-eight hours
afterward she was seizedawith an intense
spasm, which lasted for over two days. Then
eame & trancét when the sufferer became cold
and rigid, with no evidence of life beyond
a warm spot under the left breast, where
feeble pulsations of her heart were de-
tected by Dr. Speir. Only this gentlemen
belived she was alive, and it was doe to his
constant assertion of the girl’s ultimate reco-
very that Miss Fancher wasnotburied. De-
spite the best medical help and the applica-
tion of restoratives no change was brought
about in the patient’s condition until the
tenth week, when the strange suspension of
life ceased and breath was once more inhaled
and breathed forth from her lungs.

To their dismay the Joctors then found
that Mollie had lost her sight and the power
of deglutition, the latter affliction rendering it
impossible for her to swallow food or even
articulate by the use of tongue or lip.
Previous to her trance a moderate quan-
tity of food had been given her each day, but
since then she has not taken a mouthful of
life-sustaining foed. Spasms and trances
alternated with alarming frequency since Miss
Fansher was first attacked. First her limbs
only became rigid and disturbed at the caprice
of ger strange malady, but as time passed,
her whole frame would writhe as if in great
pain, requiring to be held by main force in
order to remain in the bed. She could swal-
low nothing and lay utterly helpless until
moved.

An intimate lady acquaintance of Miss
Fanshker, speaking in reference to her per-
sonal appearance and her extraordinary fast,
says: ‘ Mollie, I can safely say, is one of the
most beautiful women I ever saw. Even
now, in spite of her long years of pain, her
face is striking. It is what artists term
spirituelle, with light eurly hair, clear com-
plexion, dark (though sightless) eyes and
thoughtful, intelligeut features. Her blonde,
curly hair—how can I deseribe it? It cannot
be more than four inches in length, yet it
curls close to her head, is parted shghtly on
the side and is combed back from her
face in the most charming and jaunty
manner possible. She is a woman
who, under ordinary circumstances, would
weigh abont one hundred “and thirty
pounds. Her cheeks are full, her mouth and
nose delicately moulded and her teeth white,
small and even.  She has lain to my know-
ledge for fourteen years in the same room
and in very nearly the same position, and
has not eaten any nutritious food since 1866.
Doctors have tried to force down a little wine
or milk oceasionally, but the patient has to
be held firmly during the operation. This
will happen at long intervals, but it is her
dooter’s opinion that she is better without
the driblets of food (or rather drink) thus
forcibly taken.” ar

Among some of the peculiarities of this ex-

i case, it is mentioned that ai-
though 'one of the most important of the
senses, was thus cut off it was soon dis-
covered that, by some phenomenal means
Miss Fansher made up the deficieney by
what may be called * second sight.”

yet she can

upon her wax

v requiring great
nicety and taste in the selection of colors.

"~ When questioned in regard to the matter she

* will say, in writing, * I can see, but not with
my poor old eyes.” Sometimes, indeed, her
mouth will lose its rigidity and she will
mumble out eome half forgotten sentence ;
but even on accasions she will not taste
of food, so accustomed is she to do - without
it. A maryelous intuition is said to be an-

i of this interesting invalid
in illustration of this power that

Itis
her’ . Spier, received a note from

to the doctor. Sure enough, Dr. Spier

gudimh:mhthenextdny;ﬁhay
out of his house. When she re-

ety
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no one knew. This might be from inference
or analogy, but I rather think that her facul-
ties have become so sharp and keen from suf-
fering that * mind reading;’ if there be such a
thing, is familiar to her.,” Other persons
who have had opportunities for observation,
and whose testimony 1s above reproach, men-
tion that the following among other extraor-
dinary feats are accomplished by Miss Fan-
sher as fmatters of every-day occurence. De-
seribing persons at the door before entering
the house ; telling five minutes beforehand,
when the alarm bell or clock is to strike (oc-
casional errors, however) ; working embroi-
dery and wax flowers of real artistic merit;
asking for a preparation of the room to re-
ceive ladies whom she ‘“feels” are going to
visit her ; telling the color of articles held be-
hind her head after being allowed to touch
them, and other equally wonderful percep-
tions.

Dr. Ormiston being questioned as to “What
is the disease as diagnosed?” replied : “ I
can’t tell you definitely. It is not, to be
classified among ordinary complaints found in
course of medical practice. Undoubtedly, the
spinal trouble is the cause of all the physical
infirmity ; but why the nervous system should
be so abnormally developed, some of it dead,
and other senses so keen and intuitive, puz-
zles me. Her shrivelled extremities might
naturally be traced to paralysis consequent
upon 2 broken or injured spine ; but her ten-
acity of life for fourteen years, utterly without
sustenance enough to feed a baby for a week,
appeals strongly to my unwilling belief in su-
pernatural visitations.”

AGRICULTURAL NOTES.
The Wheat Crop.

The fine weather has given the farmers
ample opportunity to get through with their
Fajl work, and do a large amount of plough-
ing. The early sown wheat is in excellent
condition.and has gota good start in growth.
There has been a large acreage sowh—in fact
we think too large an acteage, as every
available field, whether fit or not, has been
put in wheat. Wheat has been sown on
wheat stubble, oat stubble and every stubble,
without regard to fitness in the way of manur-
ing, summer following or anything else.
The good crops of '77-8 have enduced every-
body to go in for wheat. This, however,
will result disastrously to tte land, and un-
less dame nature 18 very kind the coming
winter, we have no hesitation in predicting
that alarge quantjty of the Fall wheat now
will be a failure. It was only the favorabe

atmosphere of last winter which produced
such aluxuriant crop. Dame nature isa
great farmer herself, and what farmers want
to dois to give her a lift in the way of better
cultivation and more plant-food manure. It
may not be out of place to mention here that
19-200 f the support of wheat comes from
the atmosphere ; but to draw this large
quantity, the plant requirds to have a proper
foothold in the soil, and the support a stem
of wheat will receive from the atmosphere
will be proportionate to the amount of plant
food in the soil. We have mentioned this
for fear our farmers might imagine with such
a large draw from the atmosphere, 19-20,
wheat would grow as well on a gravel road as
in a rich cultivated soil.. But this may be
laid down as a rule that your plant,or stems
of wheat will receive support from the atmo-
sphere in a direct ratio, as its roots receive
suppport from the scil. We may safely say,
there has been the largest area of wheat
sown this fall of any previous year, and we
think this following one crop because it chas
been successful for two seasons or so, is
where our Canadian and 1 fact American
farmers miss it. If say, fall wheat fails
next year, where will our farmers be? and
where commercially will the country be?
Theri land is now occupied with one cereal,
mainly, and if this fails they all go down.
Now what our farmers want to do, is to
judiciously vary their crops so that where
one misses another wildhit. This going into
one thing because it pays one year, is a mis-
take, and acts disastrously all around. Now
two good crops, with the large acreage has
brought wheat to 84 cents a bushel, and this
may be attributed to a certain extent to the
large areas sown during the last two
years in Canada and United -States. There
is no deubt that North America, including the
Canadas of the United States, is the great
wheat growing country of the world, and the
excess or deficit of this cereal here will al-
ways influence the markets of the world.
There is nothing will illustrate this hobby-
horse farming, better than rasing hogs ;
if pork should happento be a good price for
one year, every farmer goes into hogs, and
these being so prolific, increase so rapidly,
that a couple of years produce an over-abund-
ance, and the market is glutted.

This tendency of our farmers to go into
speciallines of farmingwill always produce fluc-
tuations and uncertainty in prieés,and losses.
As we said before, the farmer who judiciously
varies his crop, and has a little of everything,
is always the richest.

POTATOES

all through the western peninsula are a
failure, and areselling dearer in our local
markets than wheat. Besides a small acreage
being planted, owing to the price last spring,
a blight struck them about the middle of
July. At first it was supposed to be the old
Irish potato rot which made such distress in
Ireland during the {famine. Although
showing simhilar symptoms as far as the
sudden decay of the tops, yet the stenchy rot
did not always follow. In a field of ten acres,
in the vicinity of London, which died sudden-
ly and prematurely the potatoes now in dig-
ging are not found to be affected with the
rot. In some places, however, they have
rotted badly, both by dry and wet rot. The
disease is more particularly noticeable in the
older varieties, sueh as the early rose, and
peachblows. The new varieties did not appear
to be blighted to the same extent as the older
varieties. This may be attributed to a con-
stitntional weakness caused by continually
sowing the same seed again and again on the
same ground. The early rose for instance
has been such a favorite and has been so
repeatedly planted in Ontario that it must
necessarily deteriorate.

OTHER ROOT CROPS

are good where they have been attended to
during the early part of thesummer, but the
harvest came on in such a rush and hands
were so scarce that the turnips eto., were
neglected and allowed o grow up with weeds,
and on this account we may pronounce the
turniperop a failure. However, those fields
which were properly weeded and cultivated are
good. Turnips and carrats on account of the
high price of potatoes will necessarily be
dear. If farmershad attended to their crops
more, they wounld bave paid better than

Wwheat.

THRESHING.
In conversation with a number of thresh-
ers this week, we gleaned the following in-
formation of the average of the different
grain : Fall wheat 25 bushels per acre,
Springdo. 15, and in some cases the yield was
as low as 7 bushels ; and in Fall wheat in
exceptional cases as hikh as 40 bushels.
Barley averages about 25 bushels, with a
small acreage. The color of barley is
generally bad owing to rains at the season
of cutting. We may say there will be but
few good clear samples of this grain. The
i low price last S

year,
there

| bugs and a small worm.

PEAS.

Peas are a complete failure, both in yield
and quality. Five bushels per acre is all they
have in seme of the western counties of
Essex, Kent, Middlesex, etc. Besides the
seanty yield, they are literally worried up by

OATS.

Oats will not average more than 25 bushels
per acre, and there is likely fo be an upward
tendency in price.

CORN.

Corn is a good crop all over, but has been
badly injured by smut. It not only has
affected the corn in Ontario but it is similar-
ly injured in all parts of America. The
cause of this parasitical fungus is being dis-
cussed in scientific circles at the present time
and from their deliberations as yet, they
have arrived at no definite conclusion. The
point of dispute is whether the spores are
generated in the seed, or remain in
the ground during the year, and are
thus transmitted to the ovaries of the corn
by wind. From whatever source this smut
may arise, it is a question worthy of ecareful
consideratien especially in the southern lati-
tudes of Ontario on the borders of our lakes
where the soil is admirably adapted to the
growth of this cerial. Corn should be alter-
nated with peas ; it is an excellent crop in
every light you look at it. It is the best
feed we have forany kind of stock, containing
chemically more of the elements of animal
food than any grain with the exception of
wheat. Besides this, a crop of this grain doubly
blesses, by giving a large yield and at the
same time improving the physical condition
of the land, A erop of-corn cannet be beaten
for killingoff a field of Canadian thistles;
besides the cultivation by hoeing and culti-
vating, the high stalks of the corn prevents
the free admission of light which is one of the
main factorsin the growth of a Canadian
thistle ; and we may say that this Canadian
thistle is an important factor in Ontario
farming. North, south, east and west, the
farms are covered with this pest, and it is a
question of serious cousideration whether
farmers aregoing to raise grain or weeds. We
are not exaggerating in saying that nineteen
farms out of twenty, from Gaspe to Sandwich,
have more or less of this bane. Really
in a field between Clandeboye and
Centralia, on the London, Huron & Bruce
railway, the thistles were so thick that the
cultivation of the land was given up alto-
gether. Between Paris and Dundas and from
that to Hamilton a traveller is painfully re-
minded of this and wild mustard. In speak-
ing of thistles we may caution our farmers on
the increased growth of these in all parts of
the country. These Canada thistles must
either be conquered Ly farmers or they will
conquer them. And we have no hesitation
in saying that these noxious weeds have more
to do in connection with bad farming, to de-
press the country, than anyjother cause. The
prosperity of Untario will depend to a large
extent upen her agriculture, and he:ce we
would advise our farmers to attend to this
well. All through, the farmers are fairly pros-
perous, being blessed with two good crops in
succession. Thereis a disposition am ngst
the farmers- in good circumstances to hoard
their wheat, but this is always a bad practice.
When the rattage, shrinkage, and interest on
money is taken into consideration, the farmer
is best off who sells early. Thereis a general
disposition to hold back, but we can assure
our farmers this will only 1esult disastrously
on the whole. The losses of last year should
be a warning to those who are inclined to
bold back for high prices.

FASHIONABLE SLANG.
The English Article Seems to be Very
Much Like the American. }ﬂ

{Charles Mackay in “ Social Notes.”)

That the dirty cesspools of slang should
empty themselves into the clear river of
classical Emglish is a result of our modern
manner which is to be much deplored, and
against which the leaders of society should
set themselves, as rosolutely as they do
against other breaches of decorum and good
manners. The vulgar among the mildle and
upper classes affect exaggerationin their ex-
pletives. ¢ Very good,” and * very bad”
are phrases that are very seldom heard, hav-
ing been superseded by such words as
“ dreadful ” and ‘ awful.” A very pretty
girl is an awfully pretty girl, or a dreadfully
fine woman. Our golden youth, male
and female, as well as the lower grade of
people who ape their manners and language,
are at some times ‘‘ awfully jolly,” at other
times ** dreadfully bored.” I was at an
awfully nice dinner party last night,” says
one. ‘¢ You should see the new farce,” says
another, ** it is screamingly funny.” “ I'm
going down to Brighton next week,” saysa
third ; ** it is so jolly o be by the briny.”
While a young lady accepiing a bouquet from
an admirer graciously acknowledges the gift
with the words,” * Oh, thank you so much !
I'a ! awfully ta !” Itis another character-
istic of the presenttime that young people—
at least in company or in the ordinary cur-
rent of conversation—never talk .of
¢ friendship ” or ¢ love.” These honest
old words are antiquated, and it i8
almost as contrary to good mannersto men-
tion them as it would be te speak of the comi-
monest funetions of nature. Fashion often
disgunises what it has to say in this respect
under synonyms derived from the gutter. I
am a awfully bored in general society,” said a
lady of title, “but I enjoy myself immensely
among mypats:” “He is a great ally of
mine,” said one member of Parliament to
another, g if he'were afraid of believing in
frendship and loth to utter its name. Love
fares still worse than friendship in the year
1878. “Smith is awful spoony upon Miss
Jones,” says one. *‘‘Well,” replies his com-
panion, ‘“‘ghe is an immensely fine girl, but
she has no tin.” “I can’t understand,” says
Snob the first to Snob the second, ‘“how a
fellow can go ing about a girl
thatlhasn’t got a penny to bless herself with,”
and Snob the second replies, *Nor I, either.
Neither can I understand how that awful ass
(Jones or Robinson, as the casemay be) can
spoon about his own wife as he does after
being married two years!” . . . Two
woras derived from the stable are constantly
heard from the mouths of men who have
studied at Oxford or Cambridge, who may
hold commissions in the army or the navy,
or be high in the civil service of the crown,
or who may otherwise rank honorably in
the estimation of the world and of society.
The words are *‘ groom” and * form.” A
fashionable newspaper, noted for its
excellent caricatures of the notables of the
day, writes of & lady, whose name
not be repeated :—* She is fair and splendid,
and has a profusion of hair, which she grooms
in the plainest way, without fringe.” * Look
at that little filly,” says a vulgar man ina
ball-room, * how nicely she 18 groomed.”
« Form,” in the stable, signifies a state of
health and general condition of a horse. The
word is of such medern acceptance as to be
unknown not only to Captain Grose in

but to the compilers

of Hotten’s slang dictionary, i

as late as the year

lorger coufined to the race-course, to Tatter-
sall’s or the stables where it originated, but
constantly employed to con the idea
ion, manners, customs, polite ob-
1t is not good * i

is good * form,” however to calla hata
tile, a child a kid, money dibs, &
relieving officer, a mother or wife an old wo-
man, 8 ecigar & weed, clothes togs, s pocket-
handkerchief & wipe, & oravat a choker, a
shilling & bob, £25 a , etc., ete. That
man of superior culture, {)y frequenting low
society, shounld pick up the words of their
associates is intelligble ; butthat when out
of such scciety they thounld ¢ and be
proud of the the vulgarity which they have
caught as they would catch fever, is no more
to be understood than that gentlemen sh ould
like to be considered a costermonger orsa
chimney-sweep.

BULENS AND BREASONS,

bing That Cer
dents Should Read and Heed.

1. Write upon one side of the leaf only.
Why ? Because it is often necessary fo cut
the pages into “takes” for the compositors

and this cannot be done when both sides are |

written upon.

2. Write clearly and distinetly, being par-
ticularly careful in the matter of proper names
and words from foreign languages. Why?
Because you have no right to ssk either
editor or compositor to waste his time puz.
zling out the results of selfish carelessness.

3. Don’t write in & microscope hand. Why ¢
Because the compositor has to read it across
Lis case at a distance of nearly two feet. Also,
because the editor often wants $o make ad-
ditions and other changes.

4. Don’t begin at the very top of the first
page. Why? Because, if you have written
a head for your article the editor will prob-
ably want to change it, and if you have not—
which is the better way—he must write one.
Besides, he wants room in which to write
his iastructions to the printer as to the type
to be used, where and when the proof is to be
sent, etc.

5. Never roll your manuseript. Why ? Be-
cause it maddens and exasperates every one
who touches it—editor, compositor and proof-
reader.

6. Be brief. Why ? Because people don't
read long stories. The number of readers
which any two articles have is inversely pro-
portioned to the square of their respective
lengths. That ig, a half-column article is
read by four times as many people as one of
double that length.

7. Have the fear of the waste basket eon-
stantly aud steadily before your eyes. Why ?
Because it will save you a vast amount of
useless labor, to say nothing of paper and
postage.

8. Always write your full name and ad-
dress plainly at the end of your letter. Why
Because it will often happen that the editor
will want to communicate with you, and be-
cause he needs o known the writer's name as
a guarantee of good faith. If you use a
pseudenym or initials, write your ewn name
and address below it. It will never be di-
vulged.

9. ¢ These precepts in thy memory keep,
and, for fear you might forget them, cut them
out and put thema where you can readily get
through them when tempted to spill innocent
ink.

ROMANCE OF A LO
COURT.

N POLICE

A pretty girl. of eighteen applied for a
summons for assault against a barrister living
in New Inn.  Her parents, she said, were
hard-working and respectable people, bus not
rich enough to keep her, and so she had ac-
cepted an engagement in the chorus at Her
Majesty’s Opera-House last season. One
night as she left the theatre a gentleman
spoke to her and asked her to go with him
and have a glass of wine. She refused, but
he waited for her several other evenings, and
at last induced her to have some champagne,
but after that she knew nothing of what
happened until the following morning, when
she woke up and found herself in a strange
room. The gentleman she had had sup,
with was with her, and it turned ou$ that
they were in his chambers in New Inn. She
was very frightened, and went home and
tried to make her parents believe that she
had been stopping with one -of her compan-
ions in the chorus, but the girl would not
supporther in the statement and she was
sent away from home. She went to the
man who had ruined her and asked him for
some money, but he turned her away roughly
and would no$ assist her. She afterwards
met him on the Strand, and she spoke to him
again, stated that she was in great distress,
and asked him for some money. He then
told her he did not know anything about her,
and afterwards struck her. After the sum.
mons had been issued the barrister settled
the case privately.

THE USE OF ALCOHOL IN THE
ROYAL INFIRMARY.

The following resolutions have been passed
by the committee of the Manchester
Royal Infirmary, approved by the General
Board, and forwarded to the Medical Board
for consideration and report :---

That, considering the tendency o excess
in the use of alecoholic liquor by large num-
bers of persons, and of the danger of foster-
ing the appetite, the attention of the medical
committee be asked o the administration of
alcohol with regard to the following particu-
lars :—1. As to the desirability of removing
the prescription of alcohol from the diet side
to the medical side of the bed ticket. 2. As
to the desirability of adopting some uniform
shape in which to prescribe its use, such as
spirits of wine or brandy, with the view of
iusuring its more definite and scientific exhi-
bition. 3. The restriction of aleohol to the
narrowest possible limit, and the substitution
for it where possible of some other contents
of the pharmacopceia.

A Drmuu waice Bores Squane Hores.—
One of the novelties jof the Paris Exposition
is a drill which drills which drills square holes
the invention of Mr. Julius Hall, of London.
The work is done, too. says & correspondent
of the Scientific News, in & way so simple and
s0 easy that any one may prove the fact for
himself. The invention has excited genuine
astonishmeut among the mechanics gathered
at the Exposition. There is a constant
crowd surrounding the inventor, watching
him bore hole after hole, and puzzling over
the provokingly simple solution of the prob-
lem. that is required is an ordinary
hand drill stock. A stationery ome with a
chucle below for holding the work is used by
the inventor ; but he says a common brace
will answer, anything in fact, will do that
will properly hold the drill—so that no

ial apparatus is reqmred. Clamp or
uck this drill in its holder so that it. will
wobble, that is the whole secret. Instead of
making & round hole asit will if tightly
grasped, when loose it produces a square one ;
and, according o the inaentor, it is im-
material whether the drill wobblesin the work
or the work under the drill.
S

e
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES,

«* Strangeiftrue "—is the author of mnﬁy
remarkable stories.

—1It is almost time to begin practice in the
art of shutting doors.

—The large Alsatian bow is still used for
ornamenting bonnets.

—A company has been formed to grow
opium in Mozambique.

—Tropical and humming birds are much
used for hat trimmings.

—No turkey was ever heard to complain of
o lack of slaying on Thanksgiving.

~—QOsman Pasha, the hero of Plevna, is in
coramand of 150,000 Turkish troops.

—The widow of Hahnemann, the founder
of homaopathy, died lately, aged 98.

~—Brocade ribbons for strings have only ap-
peared on a few of the imported hats.

—The most hideous bugs and reptiles seem
o be the popular ornaments for bonnets.

—8tockings and hankerchiefs are supposed
to match in color the trimmings of a dress.

—Janzon, an engineer of Stockholm, has
found means $o apply the telephone to
divers.

—The Chicago school census shows a popu-
lation of 125,000 between the ages of 6 and
21 years. b

—* A poor clergyman, with eleven children
solicits clothing and other aid” through the
London Times.

—A professor of palmistry says that long,
thin fingers indicate a love for song. Bank
cashiers in Chicago must love song.
—Adelaide, Australia, carried off the prize
for whept at the first World’s fair in 1851,
and has won the prize at Paris also.

—As the cold weather comes on, let us
warn our agricultural friends against sticking
their fingers into a cornsheller to warm
them.

—It is a sad truthy that the average boy of
the period is 8o weak that lie is unable to
carry a wholestick of candy the distance of a
block.

—The Jewish papers of Paris proclaim
Gambetta to be an orthordox Jew and Lord
Beaconfield a heretic, though born in the
faith.

—The tyranny of tailoms is cemmented on
by the young men of the day. The tyrants
actually demand pay for new overcoats on
delivery.

—No wonder a ship is called *‘ she.”" She
has shifts, stays, an apron, hooks and eyes,

ins, eaps and ribbons, hoods, poppets and a
usband.

—Worshippers who disagree with their
olergymen in Windom, Minn., can walk up
the pulpit stairs and knock him down, but it
costs $5.

—1It is hard times with the butternut trees
in New England. Last year the yield of nuts
was large, bus this season it barely pays for
gathering. ‘

—Edison has taken out 150 patents, but
only 20 are considered by him to be of much
importance. The rest were obtained io give
added security to them.

—Twenty cases of yellow fever, inported
by soldiers returning from Cuba, occured in
Madrid last month; the scourge never
reached that capital before.

—They make up furs without sewing now,
by applying a solution of India' rubber and
benzine with a stiff brush and passing the
material between rollers.

—Two million tickets for the national
lottery in cornection with the Paris Exposi-
tion have already been sold, and the third
million is being rapidly taken up.

—8Salad-dressing, according to a Spanish
proverb : “‘A spendthrift to put in the dil, a
miser to put in the vinegar, a wise man to
pepper and salt a, madman to stir.

—In a paper-mill in Manchester, Conn., is
in use an improved machine, in building
which the maker says that he followed direc-
tions given by the spirit of his dead brother.

“ One minute in the penitentiary,” was the
punishment fixed by & Dallas (Tex.) jury for
the tramp who, having been discharged weak
and hungry from the hospital, stole a citizen’s
breakfass.

—At a recent sitting of a medical congress
in Pisa, one of the doctors present, Parini,
committed suicide immediately after the sub-
ject ** Suicide '’ had been elaborately discussed
by the body.

—A livery-stable keeper of Springfield,
Mass., recently drank all the milk given by a
cow he thought of buying, and refused to take
her, as she could net give as much milk as he
could drink.

—* What do you mean by a handful ?” she
ssked. ‘Itis my firm and deliberate con-
viction,” he replied, * that & hand full is &
hired man intoxicated.” She said he was a
nice dictionary.

—¢ O, woman, woman ?” said Bailie Tor-
rens, of Glasgow, when, on asking a prisoner
why she had stolen a package of candy, she
said, * It was like the forbidden fruit—it
was tempting.”

—A woman hearing a great deal about
+ preserving sutumn leaves’” put up some,
but afterward told a neighbor that they were
not fit o eat, and she might as well have
thrown her sugar away.

§ }—Zurich (Switzerland) has a magnificent
chemical laboratory, presided over by Prof.
Victor Meyer, who although but 30, attracts
students of all nations, and is reckoned . one
of the very ablest men of his eraft.

—In the Court of Chancery at London re-
cently a hotel-keeper sought an injunction to
restrain the eat of his neighbor from mewing,
his dog from barking, his child from erying
and his bell and fog-horn from being rung
and blown.

—“Why,” asks an eminent professor of
linguistic scienice, ‘‘do not the lower animals

?” We never gave the subject very

ose thought, but we suppose it is to avoid

being called on to make addresses of welcome
and after dinner speeches.

—A male bear in a Belgian zoological gar-
den recently got mad with the female com-
panion in his cage, tore her to peices, and was
on the point of becoming & cannibal, when
the corpse was snatched out of the cage. The
quarrel oconrred at their dinner table.

—Suicide is an hereditary disease in many
families in Germany; its frequency is in parts
attributed to the vicious system of intermar-
riage among near relations, many uncles and
nieces, sunts and nephews marrying merely
to keep property or titles in the family.

—Some men in Dundas organized a
string btn(i last week. They have only had

are now talking about an injunection.

—The English language is sadly in want of
a new word to express the exact feeling of a

use in their cottages, wood fires, crocks and
contracted stoves.

—Dusty pedestrian : “I should like a glass
of beer, missis, please——" Landlady:
‘“Hae ye been travelin’ byf '\?” Pedestrian :
‘“No, I've been walkin airteen miles.”
Landlady: ¢Na, na, na nk will ony yin
get here wha’s been plé = #-seekin’ o’ the
Sawbath day !I”"—Punch. '

—A fishery question agitates Yarmouth,
Nova Scotia. The purchasers desire to know
if itis right for the dealer in fish to balast
the salmon with sand in order to make it
weigh more. These frugat toilers of the sea
have evidently being copying the example
uolfx tltle man who filled the jumping frog with

ot.

—The young Duke of Norfolk is ground
landlord of nearly all Sheffield, the home o

xutlery, and has a place calied Sheffield farm

in the neighborhood. In honor of his mar-
riage he gave last week a magnificent ball
there to 600 guests. When the leases fall in,
‘1;(1;) incomie from Sheffield will exceed $1,500,-

—The widow Algoe and her sons, who had
resumed possession of the farm from which
they had been ejected by the late Lord
Leitrim, have been arrested. They made a
desperate resistance, but Capt. Cropping and
his bailiffs broke in the door with crowbars
and overpowered them.

—Last harvest’s tea at Amoy, China, has
been adulterated to an extent beyond prece-
dent with willow leaves. The consuls have
complained to the government which has
issued a proclamation censuring the practice
and offering rewards for the; detection of
offenders.

—There is shortly to be offered for sale by
auction, in London, “a promissory note for
£1,000, payable after the decease of the sur-
vivor of two noblemen now aged respectively
eighty-one and seventy-nine years.” It is
said £10 has been offered privately for it. It
has reference to certain landed estates in Ire-
land.

—To the other attractions of Cyprus, that
original abode of the gods and favourite re-
sort of the dainty Venus, leprosy must now
be added. There is a village of these afflict-
ed wretches near Niscosia, and last year there
were five cases among the Turkish troops in
Larnaca.

—Professor Faraday tested the purity of
water publicly by throwing into it a portion
of a visiting card, which, if the water was im-
pure was soon lost to sight, whereas in good
water it would have been visible as fishes
}munlly are,a long distance below the sur-
ace.

—The rage for exhibitions has now spread
evep to Central Asia. The latest news from
Tashkend states that an agricultural and
industrial exhibition is about to be held
there. Great preparations are being made
for It at Samarcand, and the government has
promised gold and silver medals to the ex-
hibitors as well as honorary kaftans.

—A parent, who claimed the right to edu-
cate his own children, sent the following
communication toa school board in England
recently : ** Jentlemen : I am ata loss to
know why the chool Bord oficer is so desirous
to have my childer educuted. It is my only
wish to make them cholars. There is plenty
of street Arabes to look after without annoy-
ing me 8o much. Yours, and so forth, The
Jentleman Chool Bord.”

—Mr. Robert Brown, a rich Limerick
grocer, left by his will £60 to be expended
on his funeral. Sixteen married men, who
were not to go to their homes between his
death and burial but to remain at his house,
being fed and cared for at his expense, were
to carry his coffin, and his body placed upon
a bier, to the grave, but the parish clergyman
would not sanction the procession, and a
large crowd of sight-seers dispersed in disap-
pointment.

—Germany is, French indemnities not-
withstanding, borrowing, at a time when
prostration of trade prevails. The expendi-
ture after the war was so lavish as to absorb
a large proportion of the French money. The
estimates of the imperial budget for 1871
reached $130,000,000. Germany now stands
ninth on the roll of national indebtedness,
France taking the lead, and England and the
United States following.

—The latest novelty is a  barometer hand-
kerchief.” The design oi.it represents a
man with an umbrella. In fine weather the
umbrella 1s blue, in changeable weather gray,
and in rainy weather white. The secret lies
in printing this design in cholride of cobalt;
but the first washing removes this sensitive
chemical, and destroys the barometric proper-
ties.

—A Paris paper tells a story ofa barber’s
apprentice in Hungary who cut his throat
because agirl would not marry him. He
was taken to the hospital at Ratisbon and
cured. It subsequently proved that the oper-
ation his larynx had undergone had given
him a fine tenor voice, which he improved by
practice, and he has lately been engaged at
the Opera House in Vienna.

—A sleight-of-hand performer, named Wy-
man (not the original Wyman), astonished
the people of Waco by his clever feats. He
did many wonderful things, makirg things
appear and disappear in mysterious ways ;
but his greatest trick was not known until
he had departed. It wasfound that he had
substituted the village landlord’s daughter
for his wife and assistant, eloping
with the former and leaving the latter be-
hind.

—The London Brief says that it is a mis-
take to suppose that India is as trapquil as
she appears on the surface. Those residents
who are uninfluenced by petty bias are al-
most universally of the opinion that it is
merely the opportunity that is wanting for us
to see a repetition of the scenes enacted in
1857. The Mussulman populating are await-
ing their leaders, and the leaders are biding
their time. A Mussulman never forgets, and
never forgives.

—A thorough canvass of Chicago industries
shows that there is labor there for every man
who will work ; but wages are not high. A
factory superintendent says there are some
idle grumblers who would not werk if they
were offered $10 a day. This leads to the in-
quiry :—Have the hard times produced a
class of idle men who hereafter and in pros-
perous times will have become so unused fo
work that habit will preserve them as vaga-
bonds ?

—Algernon, under her window in the ecold
white moonlight, with tender expression
8ays :

“ Tis the la-hastrose o-hof summer,
Le-heft bloo-hooming alo-hone ;
All its lo-huv-lee ! companions
Ah-har fa-deh-hed and go-hone—'
Voice of Pa, from the next window. strained
and cracked like, as though the old gentle-
man didn’t have time to look for his store
teeth : *‘ All right, young man, all right ;
just pin a newspaper over it to save it from
the frost, and we’ll take it in with the rest of
the plants in the morning.”

—Thirty days hath September, if we the al-
manack remember. Then ecomes October,
brown and sere, the month we chills and fever
fear.— [Erratic Enrique. And then Novem-
ber, month of rsins, when one is full of aches
and pains.—Meriden Kecorder. You are all
wrong, although ’tis frue November maketh

the nose quite blue. December comes, with
frosts and snows, and gives us chilblains on
ounr toes.— Brantford Breeze.

And January,

to draw.

—ProBobly no men everstood closer against
! a wall than did the four miners who, working
| in the shaft of & Nevads miae, heard the
| hoisting car break from its fastenings far
| above their heads. They knew that there
] would be just a foot of space between the fall-
ing car and the wall, but they were not so
| sure about their own thickness, and there
| was no time for calculation. They made
themselves a3 flat as possible, and escaped
injury, although the shirt of one was torn
off.

e ————————————————————————————
I with its thaw—no cash on' hand m'hich

—The Italian newspapers call attention to
the prevalence of pellegra, & malady whieh,
! beginning with the skin, impairs the digest-
ion and nervous system, aud becomes h&
In Lombardy, in 1830, there were 20,
peasants attacked by it; in 1856 there were
38,000 : and, though no statistics have since
been published, there are believed to be now
40,000. The disease is produced by the
habitual consumption of the flour of dam-
aged maize, but also by overwork, uncleanli-
ness, and unhealthy dwellings.

—John Conquest married Mrs. Scott in
Vienna, Mich. She believed that she was a
widow, her husband having never returned
from the war. The couple lived together
several years with average happiness. Lately
Scott disclosed himself in the . neighborhood
but did not claim his wife, and it was sup-
posed that he was not mueh grieved by her
marriage to Conquest. One night the Con.
quest house was burned, and the remains of
the couple were found in the ruins, with mur-
derous cuts not obliterated by the fire. Scott
was arrested, but there seems little except
surmise against him.

—The Phare du Littoral records the ar-
rival at Nice of two English collegians who
left London on the velocipedes on August 28,
and made for New Haven, on the Sussex
coast, whence they went to Dieppe. Then
they made a tour right across France and
reached Nice on Sept. 10. They met with a
very kind reception everywhere and were put
to small expense. No accident befel them,
but a frightened horse nearly knocked one of
them aown. Whether they caused accidents
is not recorded. They carried lanterns, but
rarely used them, as they generally got inte
quarters before nightfall.

TrE INcENDIARY PiN.—A young lady of
Chicopee, Mass., met with a very curious ac-
cident the other day, while out walking in the
hot sun. She wore a pin in the shape of a
globe, that lay in such a position as to con-
centrate the sun’s rays upon her clothing.
The result was the burning of a hole two or
three inches acrossin her dress, the first in-
timation she had that anything was out of
the way being her lace collar burning off.

—Augustus drives a great deal these lovely
afternoons. Do you-know,” he said to Eva,
yesterday afternoon, while they were driving
out the Grimsby road, *“ do you know some-
times-er—when these—these soft—kind of
soft—softning influences—you know, these
hazy soft of soft—soft—ur—ah—these kind
of soft—" Presses his hand despairing upon
his brow and looks unutterable autumnal
things.

SWEET SIXTEEN.

As Peter sat at Heaven's gate,
A maiden sought permission

And heggea eof him, if not too late,

To give her free admission,

“ What claim hast thou to enter here?"
He cried with sternest mein,

“ Please sir,” said she,’twixt hope and fear,
“I'm only just sixteen.”

“ Enough!” the hoary guardian said,
Andthe gate wide open threw.
That is the age when every ma
Is girl and angel too !"”

—An educated Chinaman, Kwang Chang
Ling, is wniting letters to California journals,
in which he contradicts many current ideas
about China. He says that the population is
only 100,000,690 or 120,000,000, instead of
450,000,000 ; that the country has reached
the limit of agricultural development; that
the population and prosperity have been de-
creasing since 1761 ; that unless improved
machinery and methods are adopted the
people will not be able to support themselves;
that the wealth of the empire is in the hands
of the few, and that with a diminishing pop-
ulation and increasing wages at home, there
can be no great tide of emigration to this
country. E

—England has lately lost a prodigy of
learning in the person of the Rev. William
Linwood, aged 61, whom Dr. Kennedy, head
master of Shrewsbury Schoel, himself a
famous scholar, dubbed the best schelar of his
in England, and probably one of the best in
the world. When he graduated first class in
classics at Oxford, on being asked what books
he brought up for examination, he replied,
“The whole range of Greek and Latin liter-
ature,” and his pre-eminence was so conspic-
uous that the examiners were reported at the
time to have considered whether, departing
from the rule, they ought not to place his
name, conspicuous and alone, at the head of
the first class. Yet this man never got be-
yond a curacy—he did not tgke the priest's
orders—and for 31 years his*life was passed
in seclusion, devoted to preparing works in
the classics, and latterly to the study of as-
trology.

—In the late fight at Stolan between the
Austrians and Bosnians, the combatants came
to close quarters, the bayonet and yataghan
were used and no quarter was asked ' nor
given. An Austrian stated to the editor of
the Neue Pester Journal that as his regiment
approached the enemy, a Turkish woman was
observed in its ranks, firing with great rapid-
ity. In subsequently fighting hand to hand,
she showed great skill with her yataghan,
distributing blows right and left, and parry-
ing bayonets with surprising quickness and
ability. She at last fell, severely wounded,
and at the close of the struggle, as the am-
Ltulances arrived to collect the sufferers, she
was found pale, blood stained, and apparently
dead. When a doctor felt her pulse, she
opened her eyes, and as ho spoke, withdrew
her hand angrily, and pointed at with the
other the revolver which she had been tight-
ly clutching. It was quickly snatched from
her, as she cried: ‘Get out, you Christian
dogs. I don't want your help. You killed
my husband ; let me die.” She soon after
expired. She was a very handsome young
woman of about 23 years.

—Antoine Aurelie Tournens, the Perigeun
notary, whose sirange fate it was to be for
some years King of the warlike Araucanians
of South America, died a few weeks ago ina
French hospital. He landed in Araucania
utterly ignornant of the language, and must
have had some very extraordinary method in
his madness if, as the Chilian government
averred, he was a lunatic, to have obtained
the influence that he undoubtedly did obtain
over so fine a race as the Araucanians. He
found them fighting among themselves, and
persuaded them to relinquish intertribal con-
tests and make common cause against Chili.
This led 1o his being captured by the Chilians
in 1862. The Government of Chili let him
return to France, where the validity of his
kingship was recognized in a law court. He
returned to Araucania in 1869-70, but was
back in France in 1871, and subsequently
fell into such poverty that he sought a place
as a lamplighter. “Perhaps,” the poor fellow
said, in his last hours, “I was mad. Yet
what fine colonies France has refused.” His
idea was to annexAraucania to France and
be himself viceroy.

—Children tell us as much truth as the
catechism. A grave school inspeector, with a
face which resembled the lengthened line of
misery, was trying to impress some in-
fant minds with awful facts. Sternly looking
into their happy faces he asked with
a voice from the tombs, ** Children, do you
know who loves all men ?” The silence was
oppressive for a minute ; but the conun-
drum must be answered, and one little bit of
humanity in the far-off corner timidly lifted
her head. ** Well, ehild, you will tell the
whole school who loves all men ?” She rose,
stroke the wrinkles out of her pretty white
apron, and answered with a shrill voice, ** All

women, sir.”




