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THE CROW'S NEST CHARTER.

Several of our contemporaries have

tevoted their -« ditorial columns recently

to pointing out the incalculable injury

inflicted on the reputation of the Dom

+ infon by reckless and unmeasured vitu-

peration of public men It has bec

n
urged with justice that if our leading
half as bad

the Opposition

tatesnien and officials were

15 they are painted by

press, we should be nothing better than a

country of thieves and liars. This is a
singular feature of Canadian public life
nd one which cannot be too strongly
leprecated

Amonyg the public men who have fallen
under this castigation, has re-
Hon
Attorney-

of

not one

ceived a fuller measure than the

Joseph Martin, the

of

present

(eneral the Province ; and the

mntless erormities of which it was pre-
licted he was capable, and would assur
dly accomplish, perhaps the most signif
the repeal of the land

cant was to be

rant conveyed in what is known a

The Crow's Nest Charter.”” The confi-
dent supporters of this policy of confisce
tion, and their name is legion—from dis- |
ippointed “ bummers ' down to discred- |

ted

cason and out of season, to ** walk round

* penny-a-liners,""—never ceased, in |

the walls* blowing their trumpets and
foretelling the certain destruction of this
iece of 1

egislation. But while they were

lling the air with denunciations and

turning everything to ** wind,” the im-
portant works authorized by that charter
cre being pushed forward with an en-
¢y and thoroughness which have earned
general commendation, until the Province
already reaping the benefit of railway
communication through a rapidly devel-
oping country in the south west, and
plentiful and cheap supplies of coal and |
coke for smelting and general purposes. [
In the face of these achievements, so |
fraught with importance to the Province,
there were not wanting some who be-
licved that the Attorney-General had it
1 his mind to repeal the land grant which
rmed the basis of this enterprise, and |

to launch out into a policy of confiscation
have discredited its auther

the

hich would

11 the whole Dominion in eyes

every fair-minded man, as well as

unming up the source of supplies for
e future development of the Province. |

that Minister

the

We never believed
uld be

onsibilities of

any

found in Canada with re-

office on his shoulders
v ho would inaugurate such an immiorald

Jlicy, least of all a man who had stood
Ligh in the esteem of his party and who,

andoning the sphere of his carlier lab-

ws, had re-entered public life to make
or himself a high and honourable posi-
tion in the West ; and the result shows
hat our confidence was fully justified,
for in spite of the clamour of a few parti-
ans, and their exultation when it 1 ecame |
that the Attorney-General

kuown was

progress

ning to woo hier favors,

| even though it be in his own party ; and

| to come,

about to introduce a Bill repealing the

land grants to ‘' certain railways,’” the|
result speedily proved that the “wreckers”
had counted without their host, for when
the Bill was read a first time the honour- |
able gentleman set all doubts at rest h_\':
declaring that *it was not intended to|
tinterfere with any company which had |
*acted under the charters granted, Thvi
Crow’s Nest and Kootenay Lake Rail-
“way Cotnpany had been the British Col-
* umbia Southern originally, and when |
*the Bill reactied the cotnmittee stage,
* Ite would ask that the section, as it re- |
‘ferred to that charter, should be left |

*out.” No other course was to be ex-
pected from an honourable man or from
a Government charged with the public
interests of the country. Any other |
action would have set back the clock of
in British Columbia at least

twenty vears, and that just 4t a time
when the magnificent resources of the
Province are being recognized and the
shyest of all suitors—capital—is begin-

The Attorney-

[ General is to be congratulated on the firm

stand he has made against a *‘cabal” |

among the many acts of his public career |
there is not one upon which, in the years
he

satisfaction

will look back with more

than his resistance to this
policy of confiscation and his mainten-
¥ |

ance of the best traditions of the British
Constitution in its regard for the rights |
of

ment of just obligations,

property and the honourable fulfil-

WE are pleased to note that the appeal
for a school building at Fernie has at last
been recognized by the insection of \\\U‘
thousand dollars in the estimates, but
our satisfaction is considerably discounted
by disappointment at the smallness of the
grant, and at the total absence of any |
provision for a teaching staff. True, there \
is what may be called a lump sum set |
apart for this purpose to cover contingen- |
cies in the Provinee, but like the grant [
for a building, it is totally inadequate.
We have at the moment one hundred and

sixteen children of school age and it is

practically certain that before the close of
the year there will be from two hundred
and forty to three hundred. To provide |
will

thousand dollars and

suitable accommodation for these

cost at least five
means that the small sum now set apart
can only build a section and will have to

be supplemented at a very early date.

Jut the most serious omission is \\'ilh‘ =

respect to the teaching staff. Are our|
children to run about the streets for the |
next three or four months while all !hcj
preliminaries for building a school are |
being arranged? They have done too |
much of this already, and with at k»u\l;
one suitable building available there is |
We

urge the immediate election of school |

not the slightest excuse for delay.

trustees and that intimation of their ap-
pointment be made to the government,
together with the strongest possible repre-
sentation as to the necessities of the case.
This work must, in the interests of thc‘
town, go ahead at once, and if the gO\'~]‘
ernment cannot be aroused by ordinary |
means to a sense of their respousibility, |
we must take the law into our own hands.
Cranbrook, with twenty-six school chil-l
dren, has a vote for building and teach- |
ing staff. Tort Steele, with less than mn-(

hundred, has, unasked for, an assistant

| teacher appointed in addition to the or- |

dinary staff. Why not Fernie? t
|
{
|

WE announced a few weeks ago the

| and other dangerous dise

vince. This large list is due to an altera-
tion in the qualification of voters miade
during the receirt session of Parliament
reducing the time limit to six months’
restdence in Bfitish Columbia, and two
months in the town, and in the case of

Fernie has the effect of bringing our list

up to 3% in July instead of Decetuber, |

This places Fernie far ahead of any other
town in East Kootenay, as Fort Steele,
the next in population, only claims 180
that

present we have more than the two put

voters, and Cranbrook 100, so uf
together, and in view of the large works
projected here during this year it is pro-
bable that by the *end of the year our
Tist of qualified voters will reach eight or
ten hundred.

We

about the relative importance of Fernie

have not hitherto said one word

and the other towns in ﬁ(ln\ Koofertay,
but now that a reliable census by an inde-
pendent committee composed of men of
all parties and shades of opinion has
proved that we have a resident population
of 1,500 and a voters' list of 3co, we
The

Let the Government of British

venture to make two suggestions.
first is:
Columbia turn an attentive ear to the
supplications of a town that can support
its opinions by a solid vote of 300; and
the second is like wito it—let Fort Steele
and Cranbrook cease their internecine
strife and join forces with Fernie in the
interests of East Kootenay as a whole.
In this way they can secure a strong ally
in any matter of general interest to

country, and by accepting a flag of truce

a close and reserve their energies fora

| worthier purpose.

It seems as if there will always remain
differences of opinion regarding the util-
ity of vaccination. Drs, D. C. Maclaren
and A,
pe sainst the proposal in

regard to compulsory vaccination in the

hists, protest

following letter :

has aroused the periodic frenzy for vacci-

nation, and as we are constantly being |

asked for advice on the subject we wish
to state publicly that we definitely oppese

vaccination, and desire to warn the intel- |

ligent public against it for the following
reasons: (1

pox its boas

As a safeguard against small
ed powers are utterly delus-
iv

Quackenbush, two Ottawa homeo- |

**The fear of small-pox

; (2) it is elways attended with seri- |
ous risks to life and health, from the con- |

Another
Cold Snap....

And well it is to be prepared for it.
Our stock of Men's and Women's

Underwear is still complete. . .

White Wool Blankets, Grey Blankets,
Comforters, Caps, Overshoes, ...

. « « Overcoats, Pea Jackets,
And all kinds Ready-Made Clothing, equal in many respects
to Custom-Made Garment.

Our Grocery Stock Cloibé Pl

Potatoes First-Class and Not Frost Bitten.

We have a big stock of T'in, Granite and Hardware, If
you want a good, cheap Cooking Stove or Steel Range, we
can please you.

MR. COPELAND is now prepared to put up Eave-
Troughs at moderate prices, also receiving all kinds of Gal-
vanized and Iron Pipe for waterworks.

Give us a trial.
is Clean, Fresh and wel}

assorted.

Miners’ Special Lamps, Dinner Pails and Tea Flasks
made to order on short notice, or anything else in this line.

We are bound to please you in any of the numerous lines
we have in stock.

- CROWS NEST TRADING (0.

will bring their war of extermination to

| —— -
| FpA3BBIBIBIBIBIIIIIIIBIAN

*ROYAL HOTEL.!

n
Fernie, B.C.

Victoria Avenue,

Strictly First-Class Liquors and Cigars.
»  Everything New and First-Class.

o o
o
o

> Special Attention given to Travelers.

W. W. TUTTLE, Proprietor. VY,
SECEEEECEETEEEEECETEEEEEL”

> 3233333333

stant danger of transmitting tuberculosis |

of all statements guaranteeing the purity
of the vaccine furnished, it is inconceiv-
able how any such putrid matter can ever
be considered pure.”

For i .. s
quisite

Toilets

... Don’t Forget

Cox & Wilmot

THE FERNIE DRUG CO.

Just reccived a full line of Toilet Powders |

and Creams.
Rimmel’s Vinegar.
Richsecker’s
Cologne.....
Holmes’ Frostitta.

formation of a committee to canvas lhc+

town and neighborhood in order to :\sccr-!

tain what persons were entitled to be put |

upon the voters’ list for the Province. |
¢ |
We understan 1 that the committee have |

about completed their investigation and |
that the report will be ready in a few |

|
In the are able to,
|

days. meantime we

foreshadow the result and feel sure that
it will be with a measure of surprise z!ml!

|
gratification that our citizens will learn |

that by July next over 300 persons now |
entitled to |

represent re-|

resident in this town will be

vote. Of these about

75
movals from other parts of the Province |
—the remainder becoming British Colum- |

bians for the first time and constitute an |

| addition to the voting power of the Pro- |

Royer & Gollet’s
and Seeley’s
Perfumes...

Also a nice line of
Soaps, including Violette, Heliotrope,

Sweet Lavender, Clematis, Pear's Cuti-

cura,

all hours of day and night.
Staple

Stationety
Victoria Avenue, - - FERNIE, B.C.

A ot §
(3) inspite

— | Paid-up Capital,

Physicians’ Prescriptions compounded |
A full line of |

THE CANADIAN BANK

| ....GO TO....
L. COMMER&EQO.M\ Howard

1,000,000 |

Rest, = = = =

| DIRECTORS—HON. €E0. A. Cox,
| RoBT. KILGOUR,

| Jas. Crathern, Esq. W. B. Hamil
Matthew Leggat, Esq Z

& Hayes

For Close Prices on...
Dry Goods,
Groceries,
Hats, Caps,
Etc., Etc.

Old Town, - FERNIE, B.C

The Fernie
Dining Palace _

J. H. ERVI

ton,
¥

B. E. WALKER, * J. H. PLUMMER,

| General Manager. Ass't Gen’'l Manager. |
| A. H. Ireland, Inspector. M. Morris, Ass't Insp'r. |

Branches of the Bank in Canada.
ONTARIO :

| Barrie
elleville.

| Berlin.

| Blenheim
Brantford.
Cayuga.

| Chatham

| Collingwood

Dresden.

Dundas.

Dunnville.

Hamilton.
London
Orangeville
Ottawa.

Paris

{Parkhill

Peterboro,

Port Perry.

St. Catharines.

Strathroy.
‘Foronto.

Woodstock.
HRITISH COLUMBIA:
Atlin, Cranbrook, Fernie, Greenwood, Vancouver
QUE
Montre

ALASKA: MANITOBA: YUKON DISTRICT:
agway. Winnipeg. Dawson City.
In the United States.
CHiCcaGO. NEW ORLEANS.
Bankers in Great Britain,
Tue BANK OF ss:uLx..\.\'n.
Correspondents.
| INDIA, CHINA AND JAPAN—Chartered Bank
| of India, Australia and China.
W ZEALAND—The Union
a, Lin 1
1k of Afri
Standard Bank of South Afr
ICO—Banco de Londres y M
RMUDA—Bank of Bermuda, Hamilton
ST INDIE Bank of Nova Scotia
ston, Jamaica Colonigl Bank and Br
NEW  YORK—American
| Bank.
| CHICAGO—North-Westers National Bauvk,

NEW YORK.

LoNDON.

mited. The s Proprietor.

Limited
ico.

5 All the Delicacies of the Season.
Meals at Al Hours.

Exchange National
FERNIE, B.C.
DEPARTMENT.—Deposits of §1.00 and |

ald
received and current rates of interest ‘ AVhe 1 . ys (]
'H Maker, E
Loans negotiated and Notes discounted and a arness a er’ tc
General Banking Business transacted, s i,

T.R.BILLETT, MANAGER. | :
| All Kinds of Harness made to

W.R. ROSS. H.W.HERCHMEF{.‘l Order.

ROSS & HERCHMER, |

Barristers, Soligitors, Notary Public.

Baker Avenue,

FERNIE BRANCH. ‘

mts of Corporations, Merchants and In- |
received on favorable terms. |

|

|

|

| A

| dividua

s - 1 Savr

beautiful "loilet | upwa

| allowed.
Draft

issued |

1

Money Orders and Letters of Credit
able in all parts of the world.

Repairing a Specialty.
Qld Town, - - Fernie

b




