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Ottawa, April 25.~—In the bHl passed
by the house of commons at the close
~of last week, granting a charter to the
Bt. Lawrence = Power’ Transmission
company, the federal government ex-
tends to the eastern part of Ontario
or what may be termed the St. Law-

rence cqunties the benefits the west- |

ern- portion of the peninsula enjoys
“from the Ontario government's hydro-
electric scheme, in the deing whereof,
‘' somewhat anomalous situation was
presented to the country:
‘The undertaking of thé Ontario gov-
. ernment’ to carry electric power to the
inland centers by a system of trans-
miulon lines ' extending as far from
> hn séat of power at Niagara Falls as
“lelectric ‘power rcan be economically
"transmitted, will it is universaliy rec-
- bgnized, prove \a distinct benefit to the
peninsula, -Yet when: a scheme pre-
. kbented itself wheréby' the greater pert
“#f not the whole of the.eastern section
*bonstituting the St. Lawrence eounties
®might  be permitted to enjoy' similar
benellts, the country was treated to
" the spectacle of those members of the
~house whose political catechism corres<
 ponds with that of the Ontario gov-
§ ernment, opposing - the proposal - and
¢ doing: their utmost to defeat it.
The St. Lawrence Power Transmis-
;. tion bill was not & government meas-
‘ ure, but as there appeared no lkeli-
hood of the Ontarlo government tak-
! ing steps to extend to the eastern side
© of the province. the advantages to be

derl\zed from a distribution of electri-{:

= eal current which it had accorded fhe
* west, a8 many points in the east stood
. in need of some darrangément of . the
_.kind and. as provision had already
been made for the ‘generation of such
. power, the proposal of the transmis-
} sfon comipany appealed strongly to the
_memberq of the -government individ-
‘hally and to the members of the Lib<
_eral /mMajority in the house as well
A ‘charter had aiready been granted
' to a'company to generate powér, as in-
' timated, « on: the St. Lawrence river,
but that company had no power or
. authority to carry its current into the
“* Interior by“means of transmission lines,
é, In consequent investmeént iIn.a very
,« large and very important semi-publie

®

© utility was retarded; and a section of;

" country very much ifrneed. of electris
i cal power. wasg-: being denled the prie
. vilege of having it.

Therefore, as said,  the proposal of

% the transmission - company, made.an-
" appeal to the majority part¥ in the
house, Singularly enough, as it struck

O many mluds—fhey were | probably

——

ment “of  Ontario had come to he re-
garded as representing probably the

clated,

cumptmys bill turned mainly wpon ani
objection to what was. characterized
as a wanton destruction of a great na-
tural beauty, as was urgéd would re-
sult from the censtruction of a dam

miner objections raised, such ‘as the
probabillity . that the power company
anight see fit to sell itg current across
the ‘river in the States, etc. In relatfon

1to. these matters he opposiion dig not

have a.monopoly of objection as the
friends of the .Dbill recognized the
points wherein there might be weak-
ness in the original measure’ and ¢o~
operated in amendments to cure them.

rgcuuou.»'butmsetwme preserva- |
tion o(ﬁio natural beauty ‘of & bit

, as againut a very large and |
t utility; one
interests of a large and important n&

'} ition of countryy they held, could not |

ho ied ‘on any” ground..

¢ Lpani’s bill manifested” among Liberal]

\
scheme of the Congservative govem-‘

. The opposition of the traﬂlmlsstori

at the Long Sault rapids. There wére

with regard to the transmiesion com-

mmbers which gave to the various
debates the semblance of the bill beig
a m\'ernment ‘measure ‘while the w-
" position to it on the other side would
frave seemed to have indicated the
gamé thing, 3although there .was - no
gecagion for division on party lines,
‘Asguredly it Was an anomalous sit-
‘pation; the TJdberal members on one
gide;, championing a principle whith
& Conservative government had pro-
‘nounced good. but which was opponed’
unanimously by Conservative membars .
in the. federal house. The clrcum-;
stances afforded another striking con-:
trast ‘between the policieg of the two
parties as represented by the house .
membership, theé one not being' abeveé
promoting a policy notwithstanding it
had its inception in the wther, Ki
found to be a good thing for the people !
while the other is capable of opposing!
the extension” of a large benefit to the!
country for seemingly no better par-
pose than to play at politics. 3

"Suping” With Caruso

[}

L (An “Ex-Super,” in Harper's Weekly.);

i wBdck of the throne we waited with'
palpitating hearts for our ‘“debut” in
opera. - Our . attention was attracted

~ by -the entrance of the great Caruso,

accompanied by - his yalet, carrying a
towel, .a glass of water, and an atom-
izer. ~Then he began to “oil up.” He
“honked” the rubber ' bulb on the
atomizeér, and spraved his throat and.
nose - repeatediy.. Then, “E—eh” ‘e
snorted. *“Ay—ah, é—e" a8 he tried.
his vhice. After this a gargle. His

“Tattendant gave him'a small vial, which,

he, tucked away in his bosom. Surely, |
we ‘fhought,” he must be Teady now.l
\‘but ‘no—one -more gargle, and. then
| dipping his fingers into the glass of
I water, he molstened his nostrils. i

#Now; geritlemen, réady!” . “One—

wo—three.” commanded the stage di- }
tector and we boosted Radames' chair;

best policy' that gov ernment has emmr‘ with its preclousload on to our should-

ers.
/" Jim iooked ‘at ‘me and I looked at}
iJim. It ‘was appailingly heavy, and|
we two were getting all the weight;
some- of the other “supes” were. either
undersized, or were ducking under the
burden; but we sallied forth, shakmg
and trembling in our knees.

Caruso pounded on the floor of the':
chair with his staff, and we halfed.!
The king then rose on his throne and
sang a few words of welcome. Another
tap of the staff and we brought the
hero down, slowly: one—two—three.|
Again - lifting the ponderous but mow |
empty chair to our shoulders,

invalving the/
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we | “Ofl up.” Even while the act is in prog-
marched off the stage. Then .grabbing ress, and he turns in despair after hay-
Amonasro (Scoptl). by the arms we lng Amniers thrust . upon  him as a

concerned, though in full sight of the
ballet and the“Supers.”. Then, turning
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But the principle invelved, the mem-
bers of the majority party held to be
good and so general 'was this feeling
ampng;. the .members; opqthe. Liberal

again, hé is Radames, singing as fer-
thundred telephone poles, the property

'vently: o ek rone of the Manitoba government, were de-
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