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The Maiden’s Choice.

ir, THE LAIRD OF BIRKENCLEUCH

A Tale of the Covenanters.

*Ah, my boy oined his wise and judi-
cious companion, ‘ you are young and there-
fore impatient, and in \'oul‘ impatienge you
fret because of evil doers. Fretnot’; Msscss
your soul in patience; right shall ‘in duc
time prevail.

‘And must we do nulhing to caunse it to
revail ¥’ asked Walter Are the people |
only to groan bencath the yoke ? Are 6:‘ to |
take no active measures to frec (ln-nmfus
from it ¥’

*1 said pot that, rc‘ﬂienl M. Gordon, *God
helps those who help themsclves, aud His
mulnm ig given only to those who labour

wit. But so far as [ can see, the time has
not come for action of the kind you allude
A\ precipitate resistance would ouly render
things worse. Be comforted with this, that |
such treatment as we are now re ving will

] to bring on the hour of justifiable and

peful conflict.’

I am glad you admit the principle
armed [resistance,” exclaimed tee youth
*And J| would to God the haur for it was |
come, for then I'should throw myself heart
and soul into the struggle.
oppressors sword in hand !’

“Aud. the .personification of them, in the 1y
per-on of Charlie Allan—is it not $0?' in-
qmred the minister, with a gwile

Walter coloured. ‘I will mot deny,’ he
ansered, . that when resistance is <pnk«|l of,
my l!mugth turn to him. And is this ndt
natural  Iave not our present injuries come
through him? And \] arion. Think w h.x'
fear and anxiety she must \w now enduring
Think hew unprotc she how

*Hush,” said Mr. ( AL A BRtkoh
voi ‘This is o quarter iu which I am val

e, but I have committed her to God's |
car Do you th2 same, and believe that
our trust in Him will not be misplaced.”

Thus pas the day nnh(h captive
their prison m whigh
wasto usher in the

b

of

Oh, to mect our

CHAPTER X1,
Night had again set in, moon,
! , but nearly full-orbed,
avens, and made the lands
her soft silyery light, ()n [
solitary part of the road, about two miles
from Birkencleuch, Jamie Tamson,, the cad-
ger, slowly wended his way on the back of
his pony, perched; as was his wont, between
the creels which depended from ‘each sidc
his beast, and as usual he was beguiling the
ted:um of his lonely travel by crooning one
of the old Scotch ballads. - A good tefapered,
vleasant, placid-hearted man was Jamie
Ie was liked by everybody, for he was al-
ways in an cven genial mood, and was seldom
or never known to be ungey,. He was plways
obliging, quiet, inoffensive, and slow to ex-
press strong opiniops of any kind, Those |
who did not know him very well might take |
him to be & man of feeble mind and no.great
intelligence, but this estimate of him was n'
very migiaken ong. He-was intelligent far
beyond ‘agjithing he manifested, quiat fub
keen in §ig observations, and possedsad.of |
more than an ordinary share of shrewdness |
and sense, He had feelings, too, ﬁlrnn;u |
and deeper than most people imagined, and
cherished opinions and \vmpnnnu which he
did not express on every occasion. Thus, in
the troublous times which had come upon
Scotland he avoided taking an extreme posi-
tion. He thought it the best policy to avoid |
giving open offence to the powers that were;
and thus he passed to and fro through the
country unmolested, and even unsuspected
by the soldiery who had been let loose to
stamp out_the disaffection which had been
sroduced by the foreible infroduction of
ipiscopacy. The troopers in the neighbour
hood looked upon him as a harmless, good-
natared being, who took no part in the |
doings of the Covenanters, and, as he had al-
ways o blythe, pleasant word to say when he
met any  of them, they forbore molesting
him, as they did most of the people who
came in their way
Jamie wus not so indifferent to their
ings as they ~\x'>pr)se<| is sympa-
v most decidedly with the covenant-
and b g ald ot openly espouse
» which his heart supported, he never.
tunity” of giving assista
d and oppre
of course do cretly and st
were it to become knmm to the troop:
he aided the rebels, the immunity he enjoy
ed would at once terminate, and with that
both the power to serve them and to preserve
Lis own means of livlihood. sing to and
a8 he did, and mixing frequently with the
rs, he often obtained information of |
great unpurnnm to the sufferers, and by
timely hints, warnings, and cautions, enabl-
ed them to escape suferings which woyd |
otherwise haye fallen upon them.

Sometimes the more ardent and zealous ..f
the Covenanters cansured him for thps con-
cealing his trueg princi
evil things :g-mn% ;‘:;r hislukewarmness
—all which railing accusations Jamie met
with his unfailing goodbumour, and had gen-
crally an answer peftinent enough to return.
He saw no reason for rumning his worldly in-
terests by an ostentatious display of Coven
unting uul thmhng it better, ns he express-
ed it, to “jook and let the jaw gang
and when reminded that this was bowi m,_ tlw
knee to Baal, he excused himself by instanc-
ing the conduct of Naaman, who bowed hi
self down in the ho of l(:lumuu, and w
allowed t do 0 by God's own prophe
This was parrying the thrust with a -kill
which nonplu i his mentors, and it wa
done with a smiling plcsinnluuhs whic! hcum
bined with the reply to put them to tempor-
ary silence—a result all the more easy 0}
complishment that they were conscious of |
the benefits arising from his ostensible neu-
trality. ‘

TO BE NTINUED.
e

KrLLING OF GAME.—The Perth Cour-
ir has the following:—On Friday last, \
two Americans arrived in Almonte with |
a cargo of forty-two splundld deer, captu-
red in the back townshipe in the rear of
Pembroke. These parties had not been
in Almonte fifteen m?nutos when a con
stable served them both with a sammons
to appear before James Rosamond, Esq.,
for an infraction of the laws—having deer
in their possession after the 14th of Jan- ‘
uary. They were fined $30 and costs,
and a confiscation of the deer. Th
have given notice of an appeal from (ln-‘
magistrate’'s decision, but we do not be- |
lieve they will make much by such a|
course, as, we are satisfied that the Quar-
ter Sessions will sustain the action of Mr. |
Rosamond. The deer were sold on Tues-
day last by auction in Almonte. If the |
appeal is carried into effect, the whole
gamelaws will be properly ventilated,
and the suit will prove highly interesting |

) the people in general.  These Ameri-
cans were m'rved perfectly right, and we
hope it will prove a warning hereafter to
all who are disposed to violate a law made
solely for the protection of the noble |
game, with which our forests abound. |

CorxierreiT Biuus,—The Toronto 7el |
egraph says that counterfeit Bank of |
Montrcal five-dollar bills are i circulation |
in that city. They are easily detected,
by the absence of {he motto around (hc
shicld on the left corner of u.c note. |
They are-dated « August 1st, 1864, |
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Guelph Markets.
MERCURY OFFICE, GUELPHL |
January 29, 1808, §
The market hdg been quite active all
through the week, and prpduce continues to
pour in steadily. Fall.wheat is better sup-
gllbdjﬂn uow “then it hag been at any time
uring the season. On Friday last there
were about 2,000 busliels brought in, and'the
deliveries ench day may be set down at be-
tween 1,000 and 2,000 bushels. The price
has undergone no change, but remains steady
at §1 75 to 1 =0. Spring wheat is abund- |
antly supplied, and has fallen in price slight
ly. It was even lower in the course of the |
weck thanit is now. At present the highest
price,.ip bills, is §1 5», which is less by two
| cents thau the amonut paid the #4me day
last week. (,'Oats have taken a run Wpwiirds.
The supplgis but m.nlernm and th orﬂml
very keel We saw oné load of

t mor “l? around'which the bers
rming. One bid the owner 64 cents, in
it was finally sold at 66 cents, ‘half
Peas are but very hittle changed
price or quantity. In barley there |

|
|
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