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Evidence of
Hon. W, F, Conker.

Taken by Commission of Enquiry 
on Salt and Fish Transactions.

Feb. 10, 1922.
WILLIAM F. COJJKER.—Sworn and 

Examined by Summers, K.C. 
q.—You are Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries?

A.—Yes.
Q.—How long have you been Minis

ter of Marine and Fisheries?
A.—Since November 1919.
Q.—Did you receive any instruc

tions from the Government respecting 
the purchase of salt for the year 1920?

A.—With regard to salt 1920. This 
matter was up before Council on Sev
eral occasions for the spring of that 
year 1920 and Council decided to 
leave the matter of salt arrangement 
with the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries and I have a letter here 
from the Deputy Colonial Secretary 
dated 30 April 1920, which I now 
read:

“Dear Mr. Coaker,—At the last 
meeting of the Executive Council, it 
was decided to authorize you to meet 
the Salt Importers, and to consider 
the question of providing a similar 
guarantee with regard to the import
ation of salt as has been given in pre
vious years. This is simply to bring 
the matter to your mind.

Yours Sincerely,
ARTHUR MEWS,
Deputy Colonial Secretary.” 

Hon. W. F. Coaker,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
(Letter put in marked W.F.C.l).
Q.—Did you get any other communi

cation from the Government in con
nection with the purchase of salt?

A.—I don't think we had any other. 
There were no other instructions ex
cept those given at Council meetings 
and contained in this letter.

Q.—What did you do?
A.—The Department arranged with 

the usual Salt Importers about the 
supply and price of salt fot that 
spring. I have some correspondence 
here dealing with that.

The situation in June was no salt 
supply for July or August; none had 
been ordered by importers. If the 
fishery had turned out fair no salt 
would have been available for July 
and August. Consulted importers ; no
thing definite was arranged outside 
of the fact that all agreed that there 
was a necessity for the importation 
of a cargo of salt for the summer sup
ply. No one agreed to undertake to 
bring in salt for summer supply. The 
salt importers thought a part cargo 
would be wanted at St. John's. At 
that time it was impossible to obtain 
salt in the world anywhere; there was 
no salt available except at Cadiz and 
in Portugal. At Cadiz there was a 
strike on and steamers were hung up. 
We were told that no salt could be ob
tained from there until late in sum
mer. In Portugal we eventually secur
ed a load for the steamer “Everest.” 
That came here to the salt importers. 
Other salt ports were tried, but there 
was no salt available to purchase any
where.

Mr. Barr was in London. We got in 
touch with Mr. Barr asking him if he 
could find out in London it there was 
any salt available that we might se
cure at any price. Mr. Barr eventually 
obtained the offer of a steamer load 
of salt from Hamburg, and arrange
ments were made by the Fisheries 
Department to purchase this steamer 
load of salt from Hamburg. At that 
time I was north, and I received a 
telegram from Mr. Hutchings which 
I now read:
June 14th. 1920.
Hon. W. F. Coaker,

The salt was ordered by the Govern
ment In order to make sure that salt 
supply would be available. It was or-^ 
dered and paid for by the Government. :

Q,—What arrangement was made 
with the T.P.TJ. Trading Company?

A.—There was no arrangement ex
cept that they would have to store 
as much as would be required to be 
taken out. As President of the 
F.P.U. I knew there was no rupplÿ of 
salt north, and I knew there was 
some in St. John's. When we ar
ranged for the steamer to go to Port 
Union we arranged for part of the 
cargo to be taken out at Port Union 
and the balance to be taken out at 
St. John’s. There was no fish in 
June and very little fish was caught 
in July and the whole cargo of salt 
had to be stored because . no one 

That cargo arrived. in

passenger ow train 
“Telegrams received tms morning.

"From Hawes, London salt, nothing 
“available Spain before about begin- 
"ning of August subject to fine wea- 
"ther continuing. From Barr care 
"Ceoilhawes London can, secure from j wanted it.
“Hamburg prompt shipment four to jU]y but I cannot give you the date, 
“five thousand tone rough fishery salt The amount of the cargo was 4,000 
“same quality as shipped Norwegian tons. It has all been disposed of 
"Fisheries apparently equal Cadiz 68 long ago. The salt that remained 
“shillings 6 pence GIF, St. John's NF. j there this spring was taken charge 
"subject to immediate reply by wire 0f by the Shipping Department and 
"think I shall be able to obtain far- the F.P.U. Trading Co. purchased 
“ther quantities it required. Hutch-1 what they required from the Ship- 
“ings.” fping Department.

(Message put in marked W.F.C.2)
Apparently I replied to that en 

route from the north. There is a mes
sage here from Whitbourne. I might 
have been coming in on the train. 
"Whitbourne NF. June 14th. 1920.

To Barr care Cecilhawes London.
“Close for cargo Hamburg salt 

“about four to five thousand tons at 
"sixty eight and six GIF Port Union 
“government account steamer to draw 
“not over twenty three feet rush load
ing confirm giving particulars. Coak- 
"er."—(Message put in marked W.F. 
C.3.)
Message from Barr:
“London, June 21, Coaker, St. John’s

“Quality represented suitable for 
“fish and described as rough fishery 
"But we cannot undertake responsibil
ity. Will endeavour obtain smaller 
"steamer as only steamer now in view 
“cannot load before end of month and 
“may carry 6000 tons on draft 23 ft. 
“Barr.”—(Put in marked W.F.C.4.)

I must have sent him a message 
and asked him to undertake the res
ponsibility of guaranteeing the salt 
suitable. “Before end of month” would 
be end of June.
Barr replied:

“London, June 22, 1920. Coaker St. 
John’s.

“Arranged steamer Jacksonville to 
"load 4000 tons salt 25th June avail- 
“able Port Union. Please confirm and 
“please open a credit in our favour 
“for £13700 London. Cannot goon with 
“loading until have opened a credit.” 
—(W.F.C.5.)

We were discussing having part 
discharged at Port Union and part 
discharged at St. John’s.
Message.from me:
“To Barr, care Batteeloled, London,

“June 25th, 1920.
"Arranged credit Bank of Montreal 

“there yesterday thirteen thousand 
“seven hundred pounds presume you 
"notified arrange steamer load im- 
“medlately Port Union. Coaker.”—(W. 
F.C.6.)

As regards the credit here; I would 
make arrangements with the Depart 
ment of Finance to have the money 
transferred through the Bank of Mon 
treal.

Q.—What connection had the trade 
with the transaction here?
» A.—The trade had no definite ar
rangement. They would say they would 
take the salt it It was desirable when 
it would arrive, but there was no sort 
of arrangement between us. The salt 
when it came, a portion of it would 
be landed at St. John’s and a portion 
would be landed at Port Union. They 
refused absolutely to order the salt, 
and there was no other salt importers. 
They thought if the fishery was bad 
that the salt they had coming from 
London by the “Digby” and by the 
“Sachem” would be enough to get over 
the difficulty, but they made no de
finite ararngement to take the salt.
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SUMMERS* K.C.:
q.—And the Trading Co. made no 

profit out of this?
A.—We paid the Government the 

same price for the salt taken last 
year as the Government sold to other 
purchasers.

Q.—Of course you -aved the freight 
in getting it down from St; John’s?

A.—Yes. The price of the salt was 
fixed by the Shipping Department. 
MR. WINTER:

Q.—Did Templeman take any of 
the salt the first year—1920?

A.—Yes, a small quantity, I think 
for the Labrador.

Q.—Did he account to the Govern
ment for that?

A.—No, he had that from the Trad
ing Co. through Mr. Russell.

(To be Continued.)

Mr. Winter: Q.—And the salt was 
stored for on account of the Govern
ment?

A.—Yes, and if there had been a 
good fishery in June, July and Au
gust all that sr.lt would have been 
consumed and paid for and the Gov
ernment would not have lost any 
money, because they would have got 
back what it cost them. The F.P.U.
Trading Co. made no charge for stor
ing the salt at Port Union and was 
credited nothing on account for 
storage.

Q.—Was the price of the salt 
credited up to the Government as you 
took it each month?

A.—What we took in 1920 as we 
took it we credited it up to the Gov
ernment account and paid for it, I 
think at 94.00. The salt cost a little 
over 84.00. I don’t think we charged 
anything for landing the salt Of 
course landing it over the ship’s side 
is paid for by the ship, but we cart
ed and stored it—I think there were
1100 hhds. sold during 1920 which we ! rected so as you can eat favorite 
paid for. The balance of the . salt ; foods without fear. Large case costs 
then went over to the Department of on,y few cents at drug store. Mil- 
Shipping, and whatever was done Mr. ‘ liona helped annually.
Russell arranged with the Minister, ~—~-----. , , „ . „ .
of Shipping regarding: it j The only Eyesight Specialist

Q.-Did this cargo turn out as in-1 Pam«* Trapnell doing business 
voiced’ I m Newfoundland to-day is

I KARL S. TRAPNELL, 307 Wat
er Street (upstairs, next door to 

, Kodak Store).—Janie,tt

Indigestion, Gas, 
or Bad Stomach 

Take “Diapepsin”
“Pape’s Diapepsin” has proven it

self the surest relief for Indigestion, 
Gases, Flatulence, Heartburn, Sour
ness, Fermentation or Stomach Dis
tress caused by acidity. A few tab
lets give almost immediate stomach 
relief and shortly the stomach is cor*

Owing to Messrs. Libby, McNeill & Libby 
having decided to reduce the price of their Con
densed Milk, I am able to dffer the following low 
price on above.

1-lb. Tins Full Cream 
Condensed Milk

15 cents.
Ex S. S. Sachem :

56 Boxes New Zealand Butler, 
10 Kegs Almeria Grapes.

C. P. EAGAN,
2 Stores:

Duckworth Street & Queen's Read

A.—There was a shortage in the 
landing. There were 14,000 hhds. 
landed at Port Union. That is what I 
the whole cargo turned out. She had j 
4,000 tons. It was heavy salt and i 
would average 3% hhds. to the ton. ’ 
There Were 14,000 hhds. taken out of 
store less 170 hhds. which was the | 
less. The salt was remarkably solid, j 
That quality was never used in this ’ 
country before. It was rock salt 
ground, and when we were taking it 
out we were amazed to find that it 
was solid, and we had to dynamite It. 
The fact that it went in and became 
so hard and the dynamite breaking 
it up I think accounted for its turn
ing out so well 
the steamer that brought out the 
cargo of salt was the Tuckahoe, and 
it was the steamer that was charter
ed by Barr. There is some corres
pondence from Jobs to show that the 
trade knpw this cargo has been ar
ranged for. (Reads letter of June 
10th.)

The salt importers knew all about 
this importation of salt and knew all 
about Barr’s message. There would 
not have been any salt available in 
Newfoundland for July and August 
had this cargo not been ordered, be
cause there had been none ordered 
by the large firms wh oimport salt.

Lady Scott to Wed.
ENGAGEMENT OF WIDOW OF FAM- 

OCS EXPLORER.

Lady Scott, widow of the famous 
Antarctic explorer,.is to marry again.

Her engagement to Mr. Hilt in 
Young, D.S.O., M.P. for Norwich, 
who is Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury, is announced.

At the moment when news of ihe 
Antarctic disaster in 1912 came to 

I think the name of hand Lady Scott was waiting in Nov/

Q.—Have you furnished account 
sales to the Government?

A.—To the Shipping Department. 
All that we have had has been paid 
for long ago. As far as I can gather 
there was a loss of about $2.00 a hhd. 
on that salt, about 26 to 28 thousand 
dollars. Mr. Hutchings can furnish 
that information.

Q.—Did you try when the salt came 
out to dispose of the surplus over and 
above what you thought you would 
want for your requirements.

A.—Every effort was made. We 
tried to get the trade here to take a 
portion of the cargo before it was 
discharged. Our correspondence was 
with Mr. Job.

Q.—If you used the salt you credit
ed it up at the market price?

A.—Yes. t 1

Zealand to welcome her husband cn 
his return to civilisation.

Commander Hilton Young has a 
splendid war record. He was oae of 
the officers on the Vindictive when 
she took part in flic Zeebrugge en
terprise, and during the operations he 
was severely woutded, and thought 
himself fortunate to escape with the 
loss of an arm only.

He also served with the British 
Mission in Serbia, while for “great 
initiative, gallantry end dash when In 
command of an armoured train lur
ing operations at Archangel,” he was I 
awarded the D.S.O.

Lady Scott, also, did good 
work in munitions production.

Be up-to-date. Make 
your house more com
fortable.

Panel your rooms with 
Beaver Board.

About $30.00 worth of 
Beaver Board will do the 
walls and ceilings of your 
best room.

Beaver Board is good 
enough for your best 
room and cheap enough 
for your kitchen.

Less Than $3500 Worth of Beaver Board will do Your Main Hallway and Stair Cast

Look for this Brands

BEAVER
QUALITY

On the Board Yon Buy.

COLIN CAMPBELL, Ltd., Importers oi Beaver Board
feh22,w,th,s

Children Control
a Church.

A church controlled by children 
who perform every office except that 
of preacher, has been attended with 
marked success at Staincliffe, near 
Leeds. Boys act as sidesmen, war
dens, and bell ringers, and girls as 
organist and choir. The choristers 
wear white veils. The girls also read 
the lessons and take charge of the 
collections. The south aisle of the 
church has been fitted with special 
pews and a small altar for commun
ion. Services are held every Sunday 
morning before the ordinary service. 
The new development has proved 
more attractive than the ordinary 
Sunday School sessions.

fiat MRS. STEWARTS Home 
Made Bread.—octis.emo

Vast Ecclesiastical 
Treasure Disappears.

JEWELS AND ".SACRED VESSELS 
REPLACED BY FAKES.

Sergiyevo, Russia. (By Associated 
Press.)—The $300,000,000 treasury of 
the Cathedral of the Trinity Monastry 
of St. Sergius has disappeared. Red 
soldiers now use as a barracks the 
buildings of what was once regarded 
as the righest and most famous con- 
as the richest and most famous con
vent of all the Russians, save possi
bly that at Kiev. There are but five 
monks left in the monastry. Fifteen 
others have removed a mile and a 
half distant to the Church of Geth- 
semane, at Chernigovskaya (Mother, 
of God), where they have founded an 
humble commune and till the soil. 
The other monks who lived at this 
vast religious mecca, to which yearly

came 100,000 pilgrims , have been 
scattered.
POSSESSED MIRACULOUS POWERS 

There are but few pilgrims now to 
pray before the Ikon of St. Sergius, 
the miraculous powers of which was t 
supposed by Russians to have saved 
the monastery from destruction by 
the French army of invasion in 1812. 
The very jewels of the open silver 
sarcophagus of St. Sergius have been 
removed or replaced with false ones, 
it is claimed. Many of the vast treas
ures of church vessels, mitres and 
crozlers, made of solid gold and in
laid with precious stones of immense 
value, are missing. It is claimed that 
the loot from the monastery equalled 
in value the treasures of gold and 
silver and stones of SL Peter’s in 
Rome. The monks remaining at the 
monastery show the churches to the 
few visitors. The monastery Is class
ed as a national Soviet museum. No 
service Is held within the celebrated

churches. This city, which in I 
days permitted neither Jews I 
diers to camp or dwell here, i 
full of both. Many of the big I 
chant stores were burned in I 
1920, as in other cities of R“> 
part of a counter-revolutionari^ 
ment. At the same time porti 
the lofty outer walls, built i*i 
Middle Ages to defend the ffl* 
were damaged.

For Spanish Inf
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Ailments.

“REG’LAR FELLERS” (Copyright 1921 by George Matthew Adams—Trade Mark Registered U. S. Patent Office) By Gene Byrnd
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About Nine Dollars Worth of Beaver Board will Cover the Ceiling of Yonr Dining Room.!
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