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Mr. Alcorn—I notice m the auditor 
gene ral's report the sXim o! $92,614 
paid for bonuses. This, I presume, 
i- ihe sum the details of which art 
giv n on I.—24 and 25, for bringing 
immigrants to this country. On L—23 
i> a sum (if $19,725 under head oi 
giants made to various eoiporntion- 
and associations. Would the ministei 
give some explanation of this lattei 
sum, and state why those grants were 
made? They are apparently made to 
associations connected with immigra­
tion. and are expended in part at least 
upon immigrants after, they reach 
< amidn. How does that explanation 
lit with the grant of $6,000. for inst 
anee to the Quebec and Lake St. 
John Railway company? I notice that 
nearly $20,000 goes to associations in 
the province of Quebec. I understand 
that Quebec was in the same posi- 
ti'in as Ontario with regard to immigra 
tiuii agents, who are paid for the loca 
tien of immigrants in that province. 
For what reason is the grant of this 
very large sum made to associations, 
and in «liât way would the Quebec 
mid Lake St. John railway get theii 
giant?

Mr. Oliver—I am glad my hon. 
friend has asked, this question. Wt 
nave had several attempts made ini 
the House, both this session and the 
previous session, to make it appea. 
that there was some undue discrimina 
ti.n: by the immigration departmen 
in respect to securing and distributing 
seniors. The department of immigra 
tmn is interested in securing desirabl. 
p epic to settle in all parts oi thi 
Dominion. Its efforts and its expen 
dilutes are directed in the first place 
in inducing tho settler to come, an< 
in the next place, to establishing him 
in the country to the host advantage 
Tin- one great difference between tin 
policy of the present government ano 
that of the late government, was that 
the late government rather confinée 
its efforts to inducing jicoplc to come 
and did not proceed further to help 
them to establish themselves in tin 
various parts of the country. Thi: 
gi.vi mmeiit has adopted the policy o 
endeavoring to secure tlie establish 
nient of the settler in the country aftei, 
liit, arrival. It is for that reason tha.* 
our immigration staff in Winnipeg i- 
so large. We have a commissioner o 
immigration at Winnipeg, with a iargi 
and expensive staff, an immigration 
hail with a great many appurtenance- 
of different kinds. We have immi 
gration agent# and immigration hall.- 
at many other points throughout tha 
country, and land guides at many 
points. All this vast expenditure i- 
made for the purpose of locating thi 
settler where be desires to settle nfte, 
he lias reached Canada. In the pro 
yinoe ot Quebec we have taken ai 
interest in placing immigrants by es 
tabfishing employment agencies in th. 
different counties. The agents worl 
on a commission basis, and receive $2 
for each immigrant that they place oi 
a -arm in their respective counties.

Mr. Alcorn—That policy it seems tc 
me has resulted in the appointment n> 
employment agents of partisan sup 
porters of the government who work 
almost solely for the $2 a head, and 
the system does not seem to me to b. 
very successful. If people of a highei 
•standard were employed, such as w 
had formerly in my own county, I 
think tile results would be very differ- 
enl. The results from that svsteu. 
in the county which I have the iionoi 

• to represent have certainly up to thi 
present ‘been anything but satisfac­
tory.

.VIr. Oliver—I was not far the mo­
ment discussing that side of the ques 
tion. I was saying that we were mak 
mg certain efforts in Ontario as wel 
as in tile West to place immigrant, 
satisfactorily alter tiieir arrival. Th 
expenditure my lion, friend has quot 
cd from tlie auditor general's report a 
being made in Quebec are for th. 
same purpose and to the same end. 
they are made on a different method 
•rom that employed in Ontario, jusl 
as the method in Ontario is different 
from the method in the prairie west.

Mr. Alcorn—Are there any employ 
ment agents in Québec paid in thi 
samp way?

-Mr. Oliver—Yes, but that is a very 
recent development and, in fact, can 
scarcely be considered to be an effec 
live measure as yet, because, as my 
hon. triend knows, a large part of th". 
population of Quebec is of the French 
language, and unless there arc French 
immigrants who come and are avail 
anie to-be placed, there is very little o 
that to be done. There has been little 
placing of immigrants in actual prac 
tic- in Quebec except in the English 
counties. We -have made expendi­
tures in Quebec with a view to hav 

-mg the immigrants shorn we induced 
to come to the country satisfactorily 
pinoyd in the positions which would 
be of advantage to them and to thi 
country. The payment .to the Lakt 
•S.. John railway- is one of these fiay 
monts. Tin- Luke St. John railway 
is a colonization railway. It gives 
communication with points reached by 
it in the Lake St. John region where 
there is some agricultural development 
and where there is industrial develop- 
ment of various kinds. It. seemed 
reasonable that the Lake St. John 
railway, being especially interested 
m tin- colonization and development 
of that country, should be considered 
and dealt with as an active and ef- 
fectivc agent for handling and dealing 
with people desirous of going into tha. 
country. There are several societies 
in the province of Quebec looking to 
the development qf the hinterland ot 
that province, and we have made cer­
tain payments to thcee societies with 
the same object of having the immi­
grant on his arrival placed satisfac­
torily so that both he and the coun­
try will lie benefited. Tlie payments in 
Quebec are for the same purposes as 
in Ontario and the west, but they are 
mad<; <>n a different principle because 
of tlie different condition of the coun- 
try.

Mr. Alcorn—In what way do the 
Lake St. John railway do the work? 
l)o they* place immigrants on their 
own land or how do they distribute 
them and find them employment?

Mr. Oliver—The railway company- 
have no grant ol land. The unoccu-
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pied land m that locality is owned by 
he provincial government. In con- 

of this grant the railway 
company gives free transportation 
-rom Quebec Over their railway.

Mr. Alcorn—Are these French im- 
iiigrants who are brought in there?

Mr. Oliver—Some are French, but 
there are some Belgians and other nn- 
fonalities as well. Of course, it is 
latural that a settlement in that pro- 
mce will attract French immigrants, 

■)ut the settlement is not confined to 
rrench. There is a Danish as well as 
i Belgian settlement there.

Mr. Alcorn—Do tlie society of coi- 
mization and repatriation and the 
Juebec and Lake St. John Coloniza- 
ion society deal with the same sec- 
ion of country?
Mr. Oliver—In the estimates of the 

urront year we are not asking for 
ny money for the Lake St. John 
-olonization society. We now confine 
-ur grants to the railway.

:alvation army immigration vl<:e'

House of Commons, Hansard Report, 
une 5, 1908.
Mr. Alcorn—What other grants are 

uade to the Salvation Army as a body 
a Canada with reference to immigra- 
ion work?
Afr. Oliver—We are paying the Sal- 

ation Army a special grant this year 
u consideration of their placing immi- 
rants in the tour western provinces. 

The. Salvation Army sees to the plac- 
ng of their immigrants alter their 
irnval in this country. They 
mve a very complete and "successful 
>rganization, and as they have recent- 
y developed their work very largely 
ii the west we have thought it not 
undyisable to recognize their services 
o the extent 1 have mentioned. West 
■f Lake Superior we have our own 
taff on salary to look niter the plac- 
lg of immigrants and we do not pay 

. commission per head as in Ontario. 
"h<- Salvation Army also has its staff 
nd we pay it a lump sum of $7,50 for 
-ic work done in the four western 
rovinees.
Mr. V\. J. Roche (Marquette)—Has 

•ic minister any information as to th? 
.inracter of the immigrants brought 
iut by the Salvation Army? The Army 
fficers claim they have brought out 
uitable immigrants and that none of 
:iem have become a public charge, 
vhereas others declare that the imrui- 
runts arc of an inferior class and 
.ot suitable to the. requirements of 
-nr country. Have any oi tlie Salva- 
ion Army immigrants been deported ?

Mr. Oliver—Considering the large 
■ umber of people who have come out 
■nder tlie auspices of the Salvation 
• rmy the failures are very few. There 
iave been instances where some have 
.ad to be deported, and there are 
onie others in which, the immigrants 
light be considered undesirable, but 

•onsidering that thousands have been 
irought out by tlie Army it is safe to 
ay that generally speaking tlie Army 
mmigrante are perfectly desirable. 
<Ve have had practically no complaint 
•ith regard to these immigrants. We 
ind the Army a reliable institution 
.ho take care of the people they bring 
ut and if they find they have made.

Mr. W. J. Roche (Marquette)—t 
fuite believe that the Solvation Army 
ooks carefully after the immigrants 
nought out under their auspices. I 
understand, however, they do not eon- 
inc their efforts to the agricultural 
■lass and domestic servants for whom 
ve pay the bonus. The Salvation 
trruy take a proportion of their immi- 
rrants from the cities so Jhat the gove­
rnment in paying them u lump sum 
s paying for a class of immigrants 
ithcr than those specified in the order 
n council.

Mr. Oliver—It is possible to plac.: 
.uch construction upon the grflnt, but 
liter all it is hardly lair because there 
s no doubt this Salvation Army 
niiigs out a very large proportion o. 
■giicultural people. It is true that 
hey do not confine their efforts to that 
lass, although we confine our bonui- 
o that class; but tlie grant we have 
;nder discussion now is paid to them 
n respect oi the work they do in 
listributing their immigrants west ol 
,ake Superior, and I tiling, everything 
considered, they are entitled to the 
imount we pay them for that service, 
io that my hon. friend may claim, ii 
ic pleases, that we are indirectly as- 
isting in bringing out people other 
ban the agricultural class. We think 
hat we may claim in fairness that w<- 
ire not.

.-"OREST RESERVES ALONG
THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

Hansard Report, June 8, 1908.
Mr. M. S. McCarthy—What new re­

serves have been made on the eastern 
lope of file Rocky mountains within 
he last year? 1 saw it stated in the 

.icwspapers in tlie west jjupporting the 
government that the minister of agri 
culture (Mr. Fisher) had said, at a 
meeting of the Forestry association 
.11 Montreal, that all tlie east slope ot 
he Rocky mountains lrom the nation- 
tl boundary to the northern limits ol 
he country have been set aside as a 
orest reserve. Had the government 

made up its mind as to that?
Mr. Oliver—Tlyre must be some er- 

.or somewhere, there lias been no sucte 
:enervation. There is or course the 
iVaterton reservation.

Mr. Foster—What is the size of that?
Mr. Oliver—One or two townships. 

It is an old reservation set apart mauy 
/ears ago, and was neve:• withdrawn 
ih>m tne departmental leservation. 
Then there is tin- bantf park reserva­
tion, ami there is also a large reserva­
tion at thu Jasper House an tlie line 
of the Canadian Pacific railway. That 
is about iifty miles in length from the 
southeast U> the northwest, and ex­
tends to the looth ills of the moun­
tains. It will not be as lnrjfe as the 
Banff park in area, because the Bant, 
park, in its northeasterly portion, ex 
tends out far lx-yond the foothills ol 
Hie Rockii-s. Tlie railway will inter­
sect it at about the centre. These an 
.he only reservations that have been 
made on the eastern slope of the Rocky 
mountains. But at some future time 
(prther reservations may be made.

Appointment of Land Agent.
Mr. Lake—*-I would like to ask whet 

the policy of the minister is in regard 
to the filling of vacancies in the dif­

ferent land offices of the Northwest 
and in the outside service generally. I 
asked him a question the other day 
with regard to filling a vacancy at 
Edmonton and, from the answer he 
gave, I understand he brought a man 
in entirely from the outside, a gen­
tleman who could not possibly have 
any knowledge of the details of the 
work and who would have to rely 
upon the juniors, the men whom he 
was going to supersede in that event, 
to coach him and make him familiar 
with the work that he was going to 
do. I do not know whether the same 
policy is being carried on in other 
parts of the Northwest, but I would 
imagine that it is an extremely bad 
thing for the whole outside service 
to let men labour under tlie impression 
that no matter how good their work 
is, they have no chance of appoint­
ment to the best positions going. 1 
would like the minister to give us a 
general idea of what his policy is* in 
regard to promotion in the outside ser

Mr. Oliver—It is very haid to lay 
down a general policy that would no. 
be chiefly known, like -the rules o. 
English grammar, by it# exceptions, 
in the case mentioned, tlie appoint­
ment was made ot a gentleman who 
had hitherto been outside the service 
but we believed that by reason ol his 
opportunities he was able to bring 
into the service ability and advantages 
that no person whom we then had in 
the service at that point was able to 
bring and we had need of all the men 
who might iie presumed to be of equal 
standing at other points where they 
were employed.

I may say generally that while it it 
very desirable that employees in thi 
land offices shall have accurate knowl-. 
edge of the routine of the office and 
of the department generally, inasmuch 
as they are from day to day in immed­
iate touch with tlie people for whose 
convenience and benefit these offices 
exist, it is even more necessary that 
tiie man at the head of the land" office 
diould have such standing and quali 
lication as will be to his advantage in 
coming in contact with tlie public at 
large. We may be able to get men 
who. are perfectly competent to trans­
act clerical work, who can keep it. 
toucli with the routine of the offici 
and of tiie department, who are in 
themselves in every way creditable 
persons, but who lack the knowledge 
of matters and things in the world 
outside that would enable them to dea 
satisfactorily with the general public 
md with tiie questions between the 
department and the general public 
which arise from day to day in those 
offices and the settlement of which 
questions is really me main duty of 
the land agent. Under these circum­
stances, while we have given due 

consideration to the possibilities oi 
promotion from witiiin the service, it 
would not be. fair to the House or ti­
the service to let it b-3 understood that 
the principld of promotion was oui 
leading prineiuple in providing for thi 
outside service. It is absolutely ne 
eessary that we should have men in 
touch with outside conditions and wi 
cannot always depend upon, meeting 
that requirement by promotions irom

. mistake they are as reidy to rectify!,flvjce:1 A.a ?CMfiion alise» 
i ns we could expect them to be. ' i,avc *° do '"e best we can and cithei

promote or take them from the out­
side as the case may be.

Closing Sub-Land Agencies.
Mr. W. J. Roche (Marquette).— 

Why was tlie sub-agency at Ranch 
ville closed?

Mr. Oliver—My hon. friend (Mr. W. 
T; Roche) asked the question in th. 
House in tlie ordinary way, and, if 1 
remember well, the answer was verj 
much the same as I have given in tin 
case ol the question put by the . hon 
neniber for Alberta (Mr. Herron) ex 
eept that in that case the sub-agent 
has not resigned. We felt that thi 
settlement of that part of the countrx 
iiad progressed to such an extent tha 
it. was not necessary to keep up the 
sub-agency. There is no doubt that 
he sub-agency is a very great conven 

ience. But we have to draw the jint 
omewhrre; the House would not justi 

.y us in establishing sub-agencies 
everywhere or in keeping them opet 
■verywhere they have been establish­
'd. The sub-land agency is more par 
ticularly a convenience in the newly 
-ettled sections. A great deal ol tlif 
business to be transacted with the lanu 
office by old settlers can he transacted 
by letter, whereas entry must be inad< 
'i person and tlie presence of the sub

Vncy enables the entry to be mod, 
by tlie letter in the vicinity of thi 
and. So, there is a reason for the 

'ub-ogenev in the new territory that 
does not exist in tlie ease of an old- 
settled section.

Mr. W. J. Roche (Marquette).—Ii 
tiie business lied fallen off in this sul) 
tgency, there woud be force in what 
he minister has said. But 1 am iu- 

lOrm.-d that more business was done 
here last year than was done tlie ycai 

before. I know that-las said—1 have had no* direc^com- ol deoli,,R with a railwny com-
.uunication with him—that, judging 
by the business of 1907, there was more 
reason lor maintaining the sub-agency 
-hail ever before. It- was hardly ne­
cessary on tlie ground of economy to 
close the sub-agency, a-s the saving 
.vould be only $25 a month, I have 
‘led complaints from a number oi 
-he residents of the district cuncprn- 
ng the closing of this office. A state­

ment has been lUinished me of the 
business of the office in February last, 
there were six entries for homesteads 
—proceeds $60—and implements, $15; 
-lirec inspections were made; there 
was one abandoned homestead, and 
there were thirty-two applications foi 
patents. I think that this volume of 
business would compare favorably with 
that of any other sub-ugeucy in Mani­
toba. Information with reference to 
lie closing of this office has reached 

me as follows: The sub-agent, who in 
years gone by, was a very active poli­
tician, during the last provincial con­
test remained neutral. This did not 
please tlie Liberal candidate—who wùs 
deteated and who attributed his de­
feat not so much to the efforts of his 
political opponents as to the inactiv­
ity ot the eub-agent. And it is no 
secret hi that part of the country that 
this defeated candidate takes credit 
for having had this agent discharged 
because oi1 his inactivity in the elec 
fions. If the information I have is 
correct, the business has not fallen off, 
but increased.
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Mr. Oliver—I think tlie committee 

will agree that the volume of business 
stated by the hon. gentleman (Mr. W. 
J. Roche; is hardly sufficient to justify 
he maintenance of this office. And, 

.-i this was an increase ove. tha: ot 
previous months it is pretty good 
evidence that instead of being wrong in 
closing the office when we did, i. we 
nad closed it sooner it would have 
oeen better in the interests of econ­
omy. It is evident that, once an office 
s established, it is difficult to get it 

olosed. There is a certain amoAnt of 
convenience to the public in having 
■ he office there, and there are always 
people who are oifended and complain 
.1 it is closed. I do not wonder that 
-here are complaints about Jhe -closing 
of this office any more than about the 
closing of the office at Fincher Creek, 
i have no hope Oi ever closing- a sub- 
agent's office without complaints be- 
ng made, arid yet I feci that we must 
-lose these offices from time to time 
is settlement progresses.

Grand Trunk Pacific Townsites.
Mr. Lake—I notice that a number 

>f pieces of land have been sold to 
he Grand Trunk Pacific for townsite 

purposes at $1 an acre. Does the min­
ster consider that a proper price?

Mr. Oliver—The land was sold to the 
lomesteader at $1 an acre and he sells, 
.o the company tor whatever he can 
,et. Tlie Grand Trunk Paciiic of 
course runs through lands owned by 
private individual# and other corpor- 
itions as well as through government 
.ands, and it is necessary that they 
ihould not only iiave stations but con- 
/cnienceg tor the handling of grain 
md other business in order that they 

■nay give lull benefit and advantage 
o the surrounding country. In piac- 
ng their stations where they will be 
cost suitable tlie company frequently 
ms to select quarter-sections occu­

pied by homesteaders. Tlie honie- 
teaders could not sell that land to 
lie Grand Trunk Pacific and could 
lot make it into a townsite, and it 
(mounted to a hold up of tlie develop- 
nent of tlie town at that particular 
place until he got iiis patejit.

Of course, when lie got his patent 
■to could do as he pleased with it. Un- 
ler these circumstances, the railway 
company, being desirous of getting 
action lor the development ot this 
town as soon as possible, for the sake 
if the business, and for the sake of 

knowing definitely where they were, 
desired to acquire these lands. Now, 
,o far as the government was concern­
ed, the right to tile land had already 
passed, and there was no way by 
which the government could recover 
its ownership in that quarter-section. 
The homesteader had the right to 
■am the title, and, so fur as we knew, 

ae would earti it and would become the

that reason, the statement that he' 
would make would naturally be to the 
Yukon council, not to us. I

Mr. Foster—Is it not true that the! 
public administrator represented the 
Minister of the Interior? If so, sure­
ly the minister here ought to have 
statements of his administration. It I 
does not seem to me that the bill is 
not filled when he is simply left to' 
the tender mercies of the" council 
which he himself dominates. Mr. 
Congdon is a rather dominatingly-in- 
elined man, as shown by his whole 
history. He went out and went in a 
good many times, and never went 
back without having an increase in 
his salary, a very material increase. 
He was a kind of character who 
really controlled and had a dominat­
ing influence. He was commissioner 
some time, and member of the council 
always. It would be an odd thing to 
have the public administrator account­
able to himself as a member of the. 
council. Is the minister aware whe­
ther he ever made a statement of an 
estate he managed as public adminis­
trator—finished statements and duly 
audited, before the local government?

Mr. Oliver—No, I am not aware 
how the business was transacted bet­
ween himself and the local govern­
ment in that connection. I may say 
that I have found the position as it 
was, and I stated it to my hon. friend, 
entirely unsatisfactory, for practically 
tho reasons which he has placed be­
fore the House and because of the 
divided responsibility, so to speak. 
The responsibility was not definitely 
fixed, either with the Yukon council or 
with the government. We. I assume, 
took it for granted that the Yukon 
Council, having passed laws and ordi­
nances under which tlie administra­
tion was to be carried on, would see to 
it that tlie laws and ordinances were 
jiroperly administered. They, ‘on 
the other hand, possibly though that, 
as we appointed tlie administrator and 
paid him we were looking after the 
matter. I am afraid that, as a re­
sult of the examination made last sum­
mer by Mr. Reddoe—I think the re­
port has been brought down—the mat­
ter was not in a condition that was 
satisfactory, or, f will go so far as to 
say, creditable to any of the parties 
concerned. I propose to cure that 
difficulty for the future. We did cure 
it in a measure when Mr. Senkler was 
appointed, by our requiring him to 
deposit sureties to the amount of 
$10,000. There was a question raised 
as to our right to do that, the sup­
position being that it was the right 
or duty of the Yukon council to do it. 
However, we required tlie deposit of 
the security. And, in the Rill now 
before the House in regard to the 
Yukon, we propose to take the respon-
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nvner. Therefore, it was « niere ques- Libility in regard to the administra- 
.ion of allowing the railway company 
o get beneficial ac.ion upon the pro­

perty or delaying that action until 
.he homesteader earned his patent. In 
order that action might be had as soon 
is possible, we sold the land that the 
railway company? wanted to purchase 
or a townsite to the homesteader, and 
ie sold to the railway company lor 
■vhat he could gdj. I hepe he made a 
mod sale. We Allowed him to take 
.and elsewhere. It was a fortunate 
•liing for the homesteader, and, 1 say 
rankly, 1 do uffy legrét giving him 

.he advantage, for the government lost 
nothing and it was not a matter of 
aking advantage on the part ol tlie.

.lomesteader. He was there a.-, a set- 
ler, tlie railway camé and made his 
and valuable in spite of him, and I 
(now no reason why he eh mild not 
get the benefit.

Where the railway saw fit to place its 
station upon land still remaining in 
he crown, the arrangement ie diifer- 
■nt. There we think it quite, fair and 
easonab'.e that there should be facili- 
ies for the establishment of a town, 
nid We sell the land to the company 
it $3 an acre, retaining one-quarter 
nterest in the proceeds of the sales 

that may be made. The reason why 
ve prefer to retain an undivided one- 
quarter interest is that if we were to 
«■tain a divided interest the question 
a municipal taxation would necessar­
ily arise, and we have found that a 
(cry difficult and vexing question. It 
is a generally established principle 
hat the government pays no taxes.
We do'not feel that we would be war- 
anted in breaking through that rule 
ind paying taxes on the land when it 
became part of the municipality.
Therefore wo concluded that probably 
the best way to deal with the matter 
was to sell the land to the railway 
company at a price and simply retain 
in interest in whatever result might 
:ome from the future sale*. I think 
the transaction is one that will com­
mend itself to the House and the 
country.

Mr. Foster—But if you had braved 
the dangers, of munuici-pal taxation,
(our relation with the railway com­
pany would be that you would have 
one-half the townsite still.

Mr. Oliver—That would be t'he usual
pany.

Mr. Foster—Instead of that, you 
keep one-quarter upon which you pay 
no taxation. That is, you keep the 
municipality out of the taxation.

Mr. Oliver—No, tlie railway com­
pany owns the land and has to pay 
.axes.

Mr. Foster—On the whole of it?
Mr. Oliver—Yes. If it were divided 

and we held a part, that part of it 
would not pa.v taxes.

Administration of Yukon Estates.
Mr. F'oster—Is it also correct that 

Mr. Congdon, all tlie time he ad­
ministered teh estates as public ad­
ministrator, never really made any 
statement with reference to any es­
tate -he administered, and that the 
department has not a single statement 
made by him of a complete estate—of 
the transactions from start to finish.

Mr. Oliver—I am not able to answer 
definitely. I am under the impres­
sion, however, that, so far as our de­
partment is concerned, my lion., friend 
is probably correct. However, I 
understànd that the case is that the 
administrator of an estate—as the 
practice was there—was under the 
direction of the local government, the 
Yukon council. We appointed him 
and paid his salary, but. as I under­
stand it, his administration was in 
accordance with the laws and ordin­
ances <if the Yukon council, and itf
was understood that, his responaibili-'in which it is. For instance, I haw 
ties were to them and not to us. For: the right, I believe, to move for a ra­

tion of estates, to appoint the nd 
ministrator, to require him to give 
security, and, while he administers 
the estates subject, to the laws and 
ordinances of the Yukon council, lie 
will make an accounting to the re­
presentative of the Auditor General. 
That will be more satisfactory. It is 
not that we wish to take from the 
rights or responsibilities of'the local 
government, but we feel the condi­
tions in the past was such that we are 
warranted in future; in such an im­
portant and delicate matter, in abso­
lutely fixing tlie responsibility and 
place it entirely on the local- govern­
ment, but, if we are to assume any 
part of it, we want to assume it nil.

Mr. Foster—I am glad to hear the 
statement made by tlie minister. 1 
assume that, under the new arrange­
ment we shall have what appears to 
me to be sucli a scandal as has been 
there for so many years, There is 
one other question we ought to have 
satisfactorily at rest : Is it not the 
intention of the government to de­
mand from Mr. Congdon an account 
of his stewardship? He lias been 
there, he has administ"red estates, in 
has acted as guardian for infants and 
had had charge of trust matters deal­
ing with the most intimate relations 
that the government has with its 
wards; and all the time he has been 
there, as we have seen, he has not 
really finished up an estate so far as 
putting in a statement that anybody 
could get hold of, properly audited 
and shown to be absolutely correct. 
Does not the minister think that Mr. 
Congdon should be called upon to 
make a full report of every estate he 
lias had in his charge, thoroughly 
audited, and that the past negli­
gence should be atoned for, at 
least by having it as far as can be 
effected, put in regular shape? I 
think that is the only tiling that ear 
be done to secure the government 
from the imputation of allowing its re­
presentative there to carry on matters 
of that kind in a very laxywajr And 
I do not think it would be at all im­
proper that Mr. Congdon should. be 
asked to give a thorough and complet; 
sthtement <5f every estate, that he has 
managed and to have that statement 
thoroughly audited if it lias not al 
ready been audited, and made as' 
plain as it can be made at. this late 
date.

Mr. Oliver—In this matter of ad 
ministration of estates the position is 
not satisfactory so far as we have 
been able to reach a statement in 
regard to them. There is,- no doubt, 
something to be said in favor of the 
view taken by my hon. friend. The 
difficulty that might, or may, arise i" 
we decide to take such action is that 
we may not. have the right to call foi 
the statement. The position may br 
taken that I have suggested—I be­
lieve may very well be taken—that 
the accounting is not to us, but to 
the local government. It does not 
appear that there is any legislation 
or any definite delegation of authority 
that would put us in a position to ab 
solutcly demand this accounting.

Mr. Foster—May I ask the minister 
is it not the fact that either tlie gov 
ernment here is in a position to de­
mand that accounting or the govern- 
ment there is in that position? '

Mr. Oliver—Precisely.
Mr. Foster—Then, as the govern­

ment here practically controls the 
government #fcere bv its appointed 
members, there is no difficulty ie 
the government getting at the matter 
I am not stating this to make a point 
against any one or anything of tha' 
kind ; but I think it will be quite too 
bad—to say nothing stronger—that, the 
matter should be left in the position
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turn, showing the estates administer­
ed by the public administrator in the 
Yukon, and I suppose * the House 
would pass a motion for a return of 
that kind and that we ought to have 
it. But that will not be necessary if 
'he minister himself will see that, 
through their own legislation or 
through their control of the govern­
ment of the Yukon, that statement 
(hall bo made. I do not know that 1 
ought to press the minister, because I 
suppose he has gone as far as he can 
under the circumstances. But as re­
gards the present legal adviser, who 
is receiving the people’s money as an* 
employee of the government, is it 
oropev for him to put himself at the 
head ,pf a political organization, and 
ight out political campaigns, strike 
down opponents, boost up -bis friends, 
with all the arts that he can use? The 
present incumbent of that office, Mr. 
Senkler, is he disposed to take that 
line of conduct? If he does and 1 
were in the Yukon, I would never let 
him rest. Mr. Congdon was-legal ad­
viser, he was commissioner, ami al­
most everything by turns, always well 
paid for it, and all the time he was 
un ardent partisan, continually men­
acing, threatening and cajoling in or­
der to work up a party interest. It 
loes not seem to me that men who are 
paid by the people’s money and put in 
iffieial positions should be allowed to 
lo that out there any more than they 
would be here. 1 cannot conceive that 
Mr. Senkler wquld be a man of that 
stamp. v

Mr. Oliver—I do not understand 
that the hon. gentleman suggests that 
Mr. Senkler is taking that course, 1 
Viink it would be very far from his 

character. As for Mr. Congdon, I 
think it is fair to say that in my judg­
ment the hon. gentleman has present- 
-<l the case in a very extreme light. 
Mr., Congdon was legal adviser of 
the government in the Yukon, and on 
the retirement of the Hon. Mr. Ross 
from the commissionership, Mr. Cong­
don was promoted to the commission- 
srship. There may have been an 
interval during which he was not 
legal adviser or commissioner, but it 
was practically a promotion from the 
position ot legal adviser to that com­
missioner. I cannot agree that any 
slur is to be cast upon Mr. Congdon 
lor partisan or political action while 
he was commissioner. It is true he 
received the commissionership, and 
hrcaine a candidate as a supporter of 
the government. In the contest l e 
.vis unsuccessful. There have been 
grave statements made ns to the me­
thods in which the political ci.Xtcst 
vas conducted which resulted in his 
defeat. I am not prepared to say 
whether those assertions are correct - r 
not. But I have heard no such assoi­
rions in regard to his conduct when he 
vas reappointed as legal advise^ 
When Mr. Mclnnes was commissionef 
l had no knowledge ol any political 
activity on -his part. He was acting 
as legal adviser among the people

who had supported him. for the posi­
tion of member of parliament. True, 
he did not quarrel with those people! 
But i am bound to snv that so far as 
my observation went while I was in 
Ihe t liken, he was not in any sense 
using his position as legal adviser to 
advance any one's political interest. 
He seemed to be attending strictly 
to the business lie was appointed to 
do. I am bound to sav that I know 
of no person whose qualifications are 
better than those of Mr. Congdon. 
.Any one who knows him will agree 
tliat lie is a very brilliant man, with 
a very good knowledge of law, and a 
most excellent method of expression. 
Besides, he is a man of absolutely 
blameless private life.
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