which time the fertility-
ik the suitability of the
; been demonstrated. So
lad - was constructed these
%l a very great value—not
ual, but a speculative
ad not only the difficulty
ith the Doukhobors, who
owned the land or ought
ut we had also the diffi-
ing with the peeple who
a very considerable cash
they felt that they would
He, @ thought it was
it itizens of the coman-
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RANTIC TO DIE.
n Fire—English Girl At-
ts to Suicide.

19 -\ series of astonish
t suicide were made by a
med Millicent George,
e villags w!vmm,yfr: at
borthampton.
aster and mristress were
tried to drown herself by
bd in 2 bowl of water, af-
rself naked. In this she
as in a further attempt
selfl with a pieree .of cord.
small knife ,she cut her
she drank a quantify of
I by her mistress as em-
finally carri paraffin
steeped - her bed and
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ever, was stuffed with
mstead of burning, smoul-
smoke issuing from the
it the neighbors to the

rescued from her terri-
pd by the time she had
to safety, the bedroom
t. Despite efforts of the
edrooms were burnt out
was extinguished. The
critical condition in hos-
always been regarded as
ely disposition, and went
hold duties as uswal on
bg. It is. supposed that
ent out of her mind.
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DISTRIBUTION OF IMMIGRANTS.

oi Commons, Hansard Report,
1908,
orn—I notice 1n the auditor
rcport the sum of $92,614
onuses.  This, 1 presume,
he sum the details of which are
on L—24 and 25, for bringing
ants to this country, On I—22
sum of $19.726 under head o
made to various corporations
| associations. Would the ministe;
some explanation of this lattes
ind state why those grants were
hey are apparently made to
tions connected with immigra-
nd are expended in part at leasi
mnigrants  after they reach
How does that explanation
th the grant of $6,000, for inset-
the Quebec and Lake St.
Railway eompany? I notiée that
$20,000 goes to associations in
1ce of Quebee. I understand
Quebee was In the same posi
= Ontario with regard to immigra
¢ents, who arve paid for the loea
immigranis in that provincs
1at reason is the grant of thi-
wrge sum made to associations,
what way would the Quebec
Lake St. John railway get theii

Oliver—I am glad my hon,
nd bhas -asked. this question. W
had several attempts made ip
House, both this session and the
\ s scssion, to make it appea:
was some undue diserimina

the immigration departmen

to securing and distributing

The department of immigra

s interested in securing desirabl.
settle in all parts of the

Its efforts and its expen
directed in the first place

wcing the settler to come, an
next place, to establishing him
to the best advantage

great difierenca between th

I the. present government anc
the late government, was that
government rather confinec

to inducing people to coms

not proceed further to helj

to establish themselves in the
1s parts of the country. . Thi
nment has adopted the poliey o

to secure the establish
is for that reason tha: |

m staff in Winnipeg i

have a commissioner o

tion at Winuipeg, with a larg
expensive staff, an immigratio

[ with a great many appurtenance
different kinds. We have immi
tion agents and immigration hall
many other points throughout tha
miry, and land guides at many
nts \ll this vast expenditure i
ade for the. purpose of locating th
ettler where he desires to settle afte:
I 1as.reached Canada. In the pro
vince: of Quebee we have taken m
interést in placing immigrants by es
taslishing employment agencies in the
difierent counties. The agents worl
on a commission basis, and receive $¢
for each immigrant that they place o1

a 'arm in their respective counties.

Mr. Alcorn—That policy. it seems

no | resulted in the appointment a:

empl t

yment agents of partisan sup
porters of the government who wori
almost solely for the $2 a head, and

tem does not seem to me to b
v successiul. If people of a highe:
indard were employed, such as wi

formerly in my own county, I
nk the results would be very differ-

The results fromm that systen
the county which I have the honot
cpresent have certainly up to the
been anything but satisfac

Oliver—I w not far the mo
discussing t! side of the ques
I was saying that we were mak
certain efforts in Ontario as wel
the west to placé immigrant
satisiactorily arter their arrival. Th
expenditure my hon. friend has quot
I from the auditor general’s report
ng made in Quebee are for
purpose and to the same
are made on a different metho
m that employed in Ontario, just
as the method in Ontario is different
from the method in the prairie west
\ Alcorn—Are there any employ
agents in Québeec paid in th

a ver)
clopment and, in fact, ca:
be considered to be an effec
sure a3 yet, because, as my
triend knows, a large part of th
population of Quebee is of the Frenel
language, and unless there are Frenel
immigrants who come and are avail
anze to-be placed, there is very little o
that to be done. There has Heen little
placing of imnougrants in actual prac
tice in Quebec except in the Englisl
counties. Ve ‘have made vx[N'HllI—
tures in Quebec with a view to hav
ng the nmmmigrants whom we indueed
to coine to the country satisfactorily
pladed in the positions which would
be of advantage to them and to the
country. The payment .to the Lake
St. Jehn railway is one of these pay
ments. The Lake St. John railwas
Is a colonization railway, It give:
communication with points reached by
it in the Lake St. John region whert
there is some agricultural de velopment
and where there is industri: develop
ment of various kinds. It seemed
reasonable that the Lake 8t. John
lway, being especially interestod
in the colonization and de velopment
of that country, should be considered
and dealt with as an active and ef-
fective agent for handling and deal ng
with people desirous of going into tha;
country. There are several sociéties
in. the provinee of Quebee looking to
the development of the hinterland of
that province, and we have made cer-
tain payments to these societies with
the same object of having the immi-
grant on his arrival placed satisiac-
torily so that both he and the coun-
try will be benefited. The payments in
Quebee are for the same purposes as
in Ontario and the west, but they are
made on a different principle because
of the different- econdition of the coun-
try.

Mr. Rleorn—In’ what way do the
Lake St. John railway do the work?
Do they* place immigrants on their
own Jland or how do they distribute
them and find them employment?

Mr. Oliver—7The -" railway eompany
have no grant of land. The unoccu-
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pied land_ in that lecality isowned by
he provincial government. In con-
sideration of this grant the railway
company "gives free transportation
rom Quebec over their railway.

Mr. Aleorn—Are - these French im-
nigrants who are brought in there?
Mr. Oliver—Some are French, but
there are some Belgians and other na-
ionalities as well. Of course, it is
1atural that a settlement in that pro-
ince will attract French immigrants,
sut the settlement is not confined 1o
¢rench. There is a Danish as well as
v Belgian settlement there.

Mr. Alecorn—Do the spciety of col-
mization and repatriation ‘and the
uebec and Lake St. John Coloniza-
ion society deal with the same sec-
ton of country?

Mr. Oliver—In the estimates of the
urrent year we are not asking for
ny money for the Lake St. John
‘olonization eociety. We now confine
ur grants to the railway.

‘ALVATION ARMY IMMIGRATION

House of Commons, Hansard Report,
une 5, 1908,

Mr. Alcorn—What other grants ave
aade to the Salvation Army as a body
a Canada with reference to immigra-
ion work?

Mr, Oliver—We are paying the Sal-
ation Army a special grant thig year
1 consideration of their placing immi-
rants in the four-western provinces.
che Salvation Army sees to the plac-
ng of their immigrants aiter thei
urval in this country. They
wve a very complete and suecessful
‘rganization, and as they have recent-
developed their work very largely
the west we have thought it not
1adyisable to recognize their services
) the extent I have mentioned. West
f Lake Superior we have our own
taff on salary to look after the plac-
1z of immigrants and we do not pay
commission per head as in Ontario,
he Salvation Army also hae its stafi
ad we pay it a lump sum of $7.50 fo
¢ work done in the four western
rovinees
Mr. W. J. Roche (Marquette)—Has
e mnister any information as to th>
waracter of - the immigrants brought
aut by the Salvation Army? The Army
ficers claim they have brought out
uitable immigrants and that none of
iem have become a public charge,
vhereas others declare that the immi-
rants are of an inferior eclass and

Ot

i

suitable to the requirements of
ur count Have any oi the Salva-
ion Army immigrants been. deported
Mr. - Oliver—Considering the large
amber of people who have come out
imder the auspices of the Salvation
rmy the failures are very few. There
)‘v‘*II mstances \\!l“.’" some .[]:l\"'

to be deported, and there ar

e others in whichethe immigrants

t ‘be considered undesirabie, but
dering that thousands have been
rought out by the Army it is safe Yo
ay that generally speaking the Army
mmigrante are perfectly desirable.
Ne have had practically no complaint
vith regard to these immigrants, We
ind the Army a reliable institution
vho take care of the people they bring
ut and if they find they have made)
mistake they are as ready to rectify

i a8 we could expeet them to be.

Mr. W. J. Roche (Marquette)—]
(uite believe that the Salvation Army
ooks ecarefully after the immigrants
wrought out under their auspices. |
wderstand, however, they do not con-
ine their efforts to the agricultural

s

lass and domestic servants for whom
ve pay the DHonus. The Salvation
\rmy take a proportion of their immi-
rants from the cities o ¢hat the gov-
rnment in paying them a lump sum
3 paying for a class of immigrants
ther than those specified in the order
n eouncil,
Mr. Oliver—It is possible {o plde
«uch eonstruction upon the grant, but
] is hard!y 1air because ther
doubt this Salvation Army
wings out a very large proportion o
gricultural pecople. It is true that
hey do not confine their efforts to that
lass, althcugh we confine our bonus
o that class; but the grant we have
nder discussion now is paid to them
reepect oi the work they do in
tributing their immigrants west ol
;ake Superior, and I thing, eve rything
onsidered, they are entitled to the
imount we pay them for that
30 that my hon. friend may claim,
pleases, .that we are indirectly as
isting in bringing out people oth
han the agricuitural elass. We think
hat we may claim in fairness that w
tre not
~OREST RESERVES ALONG
THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

Hansard Report, June 8, 1908.

Mr. M. 8. McCarthy—What new re-
erves have beg n made on the eastern
lope of the Rocky mountains within
he last year? [ saw it astated in the
1ewspapers in the west gupporting the
overnment that the minister of agri
ulture (Mr. Fisher) had said, at a
meeting of the Forestry association
. Montreal, that all the east slope o1
he Rocky mountains irom the nation-
ul boundary to the northern limits of
he country have been set aside as a
orest rescrve, Had the government
nade up its mind as to that?

Mr. Oliver—Thgre must be gome etr-
or somewherz, there has been no suehe
escrvation. there is of course the
Waterton reservation.

Mr. Foster—What is the size of that?

Mr. Otiver—One or two townships.
It is an old reservation set apart many
years ugo, and was neveiewithdrawn
from  the departmental ieservation.
then there is the Bantf park reserva-
tion, and there is also a large reserva-
tion at the Jasper House on. the line
f the Canadian Pacific railway, That
is about tifly miles in length from the
southeast to the northwest, and ex-
tends to the ioothills of the moun-
tains. It will not be as laree as the
Banff park in area, because the Banf
park, in #s northeasterly portion, ex
tends out far beyond the foothills of
the Rockies. The railway will inter-
sect it at about the centre. These are
he only reservations that have been
made on the eastern slope of the Rocky
mounntaing. But at some future time
farther regervations mmay be made.

Appointment of Land Agent.

Mr. Laks—=I would like to ask what
the policy of the minister is in regard
to the filling of vacancies in the dif-

ferent land offices of the Northwest
and in the outside service generally. I
asked him a question the other day
with regard to filling a vacancy at
Edmonton and, from the answer he
gave, I understand he brought a man
in_entirely from the outside, a gen-
tleman who could not possidly have
any knowledge of the details of the
work and who would have to rely
upon the juniors, the men whom he
was going to supersede in that event,
to coach him ‘and make him familiar
with the work that he was going to
do. I do not know whether the same
policy is being carried on in other
parts of the Northwest, but I would
imagine that it is an extremely bad
thing for thié whole outside service
to let men labour under the impression
that no matter how good their work
18, .they have no chance of appoint-
ment .to the best positions going. 1
would like the minister to give us a
general idea of what his policy is-in
regard to promotion in the outside se:
vice,

Mr. Oliver—It is very haird to lay
down a general policy. that would no:
be chiefiy known, like the rules o.
English grammar, by its exceptions,
In the case mentioned, the appoint-
ment was made of a gentleman who
nad hitherto been outside the service
but ‘we believed that by reason of his
oppoertunities he was able to bring
into the service ability and advantages
that no person whom we then had in
the service at that point was able to
bring and we had need of all the men
who might he presumed to be of equai
standing at other points where they
were employed,

I may say generally that while it i
very desirable that employees in the
land offices shall have accurate knowl
edge of the routine of the office and
of the department generally, inasmuch
as they are from day to day in immed-
1ate toucn with the people for whose
onvenience and benefit these offices
'xist, it is even more necessary that
the man at the head of the land olfie
hould have such standing and quali
fication as will be to his advantage in
coming in contact with the public at
large. We may be able to get men
who.are perfectly competent to trans-
et” clerical work, who can keep in
touch with the routine of the offic
and of the department, who are in
theinselves in every way -creditabl
persons, but ‘who lack the knowledge
f matters and things in the world
outside that would enable them to dea
satisfactorily with the general public
ind with the questions between the
department and thc general public
which arisc irom day to day in those
ffices and the settlement of which
juestions is really we main duty of
the land agent. Under these circum-
stances, while we have given due
*onsideration to the possibilities of
promotion from within the service, it
would not be fair to the House or t
the service to let it b2 understood that
the principleé of promotion was ow
‘eading princiuple in providing for the
outeide service. It is absolutely ne
cessary that we should have men in
toueh with outside conditions and we
cannot always depend- upon. meeting
that requirement by promotions irom
the service. A3 occasion arises .wi
have to do the best we can and either
promote or take them from the out-
side as the case may be.

Closing Sub-Land Agencies,

Mr. W. J. Roche (Marguette).—
Why was the sub-agency at Ranch
ville closed?

Mr. Oliver—My hon. friend (Mr. W
J: Roche) asked the question in the
House in the ordinary way, and, if 1
remember well, the anawer was very
much the same as I have given in the
rase of the question put by the. hon
nember for Alberta (Mr. Herron) ex
*ept that in that case the sub-agent
ras not resigned. We -felt that the
ettlement of that part of the country
nad progressed to such an extent tha
t was not necessary to keep up the
sub-agency. There is no doubt that
he ¢ub-agency is a very great eonven
ence Jut we have to draw the lin
omewhere; the House would not justi
v us in establishing sub-agencies
verywhere or in keeping them opel
verywhere they. have been establigh
'd, The sub-land agency is more par
ticularly a convenience in the newly
wettled secti A great deal of the
business to be transacted with the lana
office by old settlers can be transacted
by letter, whereas entry must be mad:
‘L person and the presence of the sub
“ncy enables the entry to be mad:
yr the letter in the viecinity of the
and. So, there is a reason for the
sub-agency in the new territory that
loes not exist in the case of an old-
ottled section.

Mr. W, J. Roche (Marquette).—Ti
the business had fallen off in this sub
igeney, there woud be forece in what
he minister has said. But I am in-
ormzd that more business was done
herz last year than was done the yea
before. I know that the sub-agent
a2as said—I have had no direet com-
nunication with him—that, - judging
by the ‘business of 1907, there was more
ason for maintaining the sub-agency
han ever before. 1t was hardly ne-
essary on the ground of economy to
lose the sub-agency, as the saving
vould be only $26 a month, I have
aad complaints from a number of
Are residents of the distriet coneern-
ng the closing of this office. A sthte-
ment has been rurnished me of the
business of the office in February last.
(HCIA' were siX entries for h()ll]('?‘tl'{l(ln
—proceeds $60—and implements, $15:
bree 1nspections were made; there
was one abandoned homestead, and
there were thirty-two applications fo
patents. I think that this volume of
business would compare favorably with
that of any other sub-ageney in Mani-
toba. Information with reference to
he closing of fhis office has reached
me ag follows: The sub-agent, who in
years gone by, was a very active poli-
tieian, during the last provincial eon-
test remained neutral, Th's did not
please the Liberal candidate—who.was
leteated and who attributed his de-
feat not so much to the efforts of his
political opponents as to the inaectiv-
ity of the sub-agent. And it is no
secret tn that part of the country that
this defeated. candidate takes ecredit
for having had this agent discharged
because oy his inaectivity in the elee
fiona. If the information I have is
correct, the business has not fallen off,
but increased.

Mr. Oliver—I think the committee
will agree that the volume of business
stated by the hon. gentleman (Mr. W.
4. Roche) is hardly sufficient to justify
he maintenance of this office.  And,
4 this was an increase ove. tha: ot
previous months ‘it s pretty good
cvidence that instead of being wrong in
closing the office when we did, i. we
nhad closed it sooner it would have
peén better in the interests of econ-
ymy. It is evident that, once an office
s established, it is difficdit to get it
alosed. There i a certain amodnt of
convenience to the public in having
he office there, and there are always
veople who are oifended and complain
1 it is closed. I do not wonder that
vhere are complaints about the cicsing
of this office any more than about the
closing of the office at Pincher Creek.
1 have no hope o: ever clcsing' a sub-
agent’s office without complaints be-
ng made, and yet I feel that we must

lose these offices from time to time
18 settlement progresses.

Grand Trunk Pacific Townsites.

Mr. Lake—I notice thai a number

f pieces of land have been sold to
he Grand Trunk Paciiie for townsite
yurposes at $1 an acre. Does the min-
ster consider that a proper price?

Mr. Oliver—The land was soid to the
wmesteader at $1 an aere and he sells
o the company for whatever he can
jeL. The Grand Trunk Pacitic of
!ourse runs tnrough lands owned by
rivate individuals and other corpor-
itions as well as through government
«ands, and it is necessary that they

hould not only have stations but con-
seniences 1or the handling of grain
ind cther business in order that they
nay give iull benefit and advantage

o the surreunding country. In plac-
ng their stations where they will be
nost suitable the compamy trequently
s to seleet quarter-sections occu-
vied by homesteaders, The home-
teaders could not sell that land to
he Grand Trunk Pacitic and could
1wt make it into a townsite, and it
unounted to a hold up of the develop-
nent of the town at that particular
lace until he got his patent.

Of course, when he got his patent
1¢ could do as he pleased with it. Un-
circumstances, the railway
ompany, being desirous oi getting
wetion 1or the development - o1 this
town as soon as possible, for the sake
f the business, and ior the sake of
knowing definitely where they were,
lesired to acquire these lands. Now,
o far as the govermment was concern-
'd, the right to the Jand had already
passed, and there was no way by
which the government could recover
its ownership in that quarter-section.
[he homesteader had the right to
qarn the title, and, so far as we knew,
ae would cavn it and would become the
swner. Therefore, it was a mere ques-
ion of allowing the railway company
o get beneficial ac.ion upon the pro-
perty or -delaying that action until
he homesteader earned his patent. In
yrder that action might be had as soen
1s possibie, we sold the land that the
ailway company wanted to purchase
or a towngite to the homesteader, and
1e sold to the railway company for
vhat he could got. I hepe he made a
«ood sale. We allowed him o take
and clsewhere, "It was a fortunate
hing for the homicsteader, and, I say
rankly, 1 do nel régrét giving him
he advantage, for the government lost
nothing and it was not a matter of
aking advantage on the part of the
1omesteader. He was there as a sot-
ler, the railway came and made his
and valuable in spite of him, and 1
{now no reason why he ¢hould not
zet the benefit.

Wheie the railway saw fit to place its
tation upon land still remaining in
he crown, the arrangement is ditfer-
'nt. There we think it_quite fair and
casonable that there should be facili-
ieg for the establishment of a town,
md we sell the land to the company
it $3 an acre, retaining one-guarter
nterest in the proceeds of the sales
that may ba n The reason why
#e prefer to retain an undivided one-
juarter interest is that if we were to
ctain a divided interest the question
i munieipal taxation would necessar-
ly arise, and we have found that o
very difficult and vexing question. It
s a generally established = principle

fer these

hat the government pPays no taxes.
We do*not feel that we would be war-
anted in breaking through that rule
ind payirng taxes on the land when it
Jzcame  part of the municipality.,
Fherefore we concluded that probably
the best way to deal with the matter
was to sell the land to the railway
ompeny at ice and simply retain
in intercst in whatever result might
zome from the inture sales. I think
the transaction is oné that will com-
nend itself to the House and the
*ountry.

Mr. Foster—But if you had braved
the dangers of munuicipal taxation,
rour relation with the railway com-
pany would be that you would have
me-hali the townsite still.

Mr. Oliver—That would be the usuai
iystem of dealing with a railway com-
Poany.

Mr. Foster—Instend oi that, you
keep one-quarter upon which you pay
no taxation. That is, you keep the
municipality out of the taxation.

Mr. Oliver—No, the railway com-
pany owns the land and has to pay
Aaxes.

Mr. Foster—On the whole of it?

Mr. Oliver—Yes. If it were divided
and we held a part, that part of it
would not pay taxes,

Administration of Yukon Estates.

Mr. Foster—Is it also correct that
Mr. Congdon, all the time he ad:
ministered teh estates as public  ad-
ministrator, never really made any
statement with reference to any es-
tate ‘he administered, and that the
department has not a single statement
made by him of a complete estate—of
the transactions from start to finish.

Mr. Oliver—I am not able to answer
definitely. I am under the impres-
sion, however, that, so far as our de-
partment is concerned, my hon. friend
is probably correct. However, I
understand that the case is that the
administrator of an estate—as the
practice was there—was ' under the
direction of the local government, the
Yaukon council. 'We appointed him
and paid his salary, but. as I under-
stand if, his administration was in
acecordance with the laws and ordin-
ances of the Yukon couneil, and it
was understood that his responsibili-

ties were to them and not to us. For;

that reason, the statement that ~he'

would make would naturally be to the
Yukon council, not to us.

Mr. Foster—Is it not true that the
public administrator represented the
Minister of the Interior? If so, sure-
ly the minister here ought to -have
statements of his administration. It
does not seem to me that the bill is
not filled when he is simply left w
the tender mercies of the council
which he himself dominates. Mr.
Congdon is a rather dominatingly-in-
clined man, as shown by his whole
listory. He went out and went in a
good many times, and never - went
back without having an increase in
his salary, a very material increase.
He was a kind of character who
really econtrolled and had a dominat-
ing influence. He was commissioner
some time, and member of the couneil
always. It would be an odd thing to
have the public administrator account-
able to himself as a member of the
eouncil. Is the minister aware whe-
ther he ever made a statement of an
estate he managed as public adminis-
trator—finished statements and duly
audited, before the local government?

Mr. Oliver—No, I am not aware
how the business was transacted bet-
ween himself and the local govern-
ment in that connection. I may say
that T have found the position as it
was, and 1 stated it to mmy hon. friend,
entirely unsatisfactory, for practically
the reasons which he has placed be-
fore the House and because of the
divided responsibility, so to speak.
The responsibility "was not definitely
fixed, either with the Yukon council or
with the government. We, I assume,
took it for granted that the Yukon
Council, having passed laws and ordi-
nances under which the administra-
tion was to be carried on, would see to
it that the laws and ordinances were
properly administered. They, ‘on
the other hand, possibly though that,
as we appointed the administrator and
paid him we were looking after the
matter, I am afraid that, as a re-
sult of the examination made last sum-
mer by Mr. Beddoe—I think the re
port has been brought down—the mat-
ter was not in a condition that was
satisfactory, or, I will go so far as to
say, creditable to any of the .parties
concerned. I propose to cure that
diffieulty for the future. We did cure
it in @ measure when Mr. Senkler was
appointed, by our requiring him to
deposit sureties to the amount of
$10,000. There was a question raised
as to our right to do that, the sup-
nosition being that it was the right
or duty of the Yukon council to do it.
T{"'.‘.‘l‘\:('l‘_ we required the deposit of
the security. And, in the Bill now
befere the House in regard to the
Yukon, we propose to take the respon-
sibility in regard to the administra-
tion of estates, to appoint the ad-
ministrator, to require him to give
security, and, while he administers
the estates subject to the laws and
ordinances of the Yukon council, he
will make an accounting to the re-
presentative of the Auditor General.
That will be more satisfactory. It is
not.that we wish to take from the
rights or responsibilities of”the local
government, but we feel the condi-
tionsg in the past was such that we are
warranted in futuwre; in such an im-
poriant and delicate mdtter, in abso-
lutely fixing the responsibility and
place it entirely on ‘the loeal govern-
ment, but, if we are to assume any
part of it, we want to assume it all.

Mr. TFoster—I am glad to hear the
statement made by the minister. I
assume that, under the new arrange-
ment we shall have what appears to
me to be such a scandal as has been
there for so manyv years, = There is
one other question we ought to have
satisfactorily at rest: Is it not the
intention of the government to  de-
mand from Mr. Congdon an account
of his stewardship? He has been
there, he has administored estates, h«
has acted as guardian for infants and
had had charge of trust matters deal-
ing with the most intimate relations
that the government has with its
wards; and all the time he has been
there, as we have seen, he has mnot
really -finished up an estate so far as
putting in a statement that anybody
could get hold of, properly audited
and shown to be absolutely correct
Does not the minister think that Mr
Congdon should be called upon to
make a full 1eport of every estate he
has had in his  charge, thoroughly
audited, and that the past negli-
gence should be atoned for, at
least by having it as far as can. be
cffected, put in regular shape?
think that is the only thing that et
be done to secure the government
from the imputation of allowing its re-
presentative there to earry on matters
of that kind in a very lax\way. And
I do not think it would be at all im-
proper that Mr. Congdon should . b«
asked to give a thorough and complet
sthtement 6f-every estate that he has
managed and to have that statement
thoroughly audited if it has not al
ready been audited, and made as
plain as it can be made at this late
date.

Mr. Oliver—In this matter of ad
ministration of estates the position is
not satisfactory so far as we have
been able to reach a statement in
regard to them. There is, no doubt,
something to be said in favor. of the
view taken by my hon. friend. The
difficalty that might, or may, arise i
we decide to take such action is that
we may not have the right to call for
the statement. The position may b
taken that I have suggested—I be-
lieve may very well be taken—that
the accounting is not to us, but te
the - local government. It does not
appear that there is any legislation
or any definite delegation of authority
that would put us in a position to ab
solutely demand this accounting.

Mr. Foster—May I ask the minister
is it not the fact that either the gov
ernment here is in a position to de-
mand that accounting or the govern
ment there is in that position?

Mr. Oliver—Precigely. ;

Mr. Foster—Then, as the govern-
ment here practically controls the
government ghere by its appointed
members, there is no difficulty in
the government getting at the matter
I am not stating thiz to make a point
against any one -or anything of tha’
kind; but I think it will be quite too
bad—to say nothing stronger—that the
matter should be left in the position
in which it is. For instance, I have
the right, I believe, to move for a re-
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turn, showing the estates administer-, who had supported him for the post-
ed by the public administrator in the|tion of member of parliament. True,

ikon, and I suppose ' the House|he did not quarrel with those people;
would nass a motion for return of [ But I am bound to say that so far as
hat kind and that we ought to have my chservation went while I
it.  But that will not be necessary if|the Yukon, he was
he minister himself will see that,|using his position as legal adviser to
hrough their own legislation or|advance any one’s political interest.
through their control of the govern-|He seemed to be attending strictly
nent of the Yukon, that statement|to the business he was appointed to
shall be made. T do not know that I do. I am bound to sav that I know
ught to press the minister, because I10f no person whose qualifications are
suppese he has gone as far as he can|better than those of Mr, Congdon.
inder the circumstances. But as re-| Any one who knows him will agree
zards the present legal adviser, whoJthat he is a very brilliant man, with
s receiving the people’s money as an’|a very good knowledge of law. and a
'mployee of the government, is it|most excellent method of expression.
vroper for him to put himself at the|Besides, he is a man of absolutely
acad of a political organization, and|blameless private life,

ight out political campaigns, strike
lown opponents, boost up -his friends,
with all the arts that he can use? The
resent incumbent of that office, Mr.
Senkler, is he disposed to take that
'Ine of conduct? 1f he does and
were in the Yukon, I would never
1im rest. Mr. Congdon was legal
viser, he was commissioner, and
most everything bx turns. always well
vaid for it, and all the time he was
in ardent partisan, continually men-
weing, threatening and cajoling in or-
ler to work up a party interest.
loes not seem to me that immen who ar
»aid by the people’s money and put in
fficial positions should be allowed to!
lo that out there any more than they
vould be here. 1 cannot conceive that
Mr. Senkler waould be a man of that
stamp.

Mr. Oliver—I do not understand
that the hon. gentleman suggests that
Mr. Senkler is taking that course, 1
hink it would be very far from his
character. \s for Mr. Congdon, I
think it is fair to say that in my jude-
ment the hon. gentleman has present-
] the case in a very extreme light.
Mr., Congdon was legal adviser of
the government in the Yukon, and on
the retirement of the Hon. Mr. Ross

was
not in any sense
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from the commissionership, Mr. Cong-
don was promoted to the commission-
srship. There may have been an ‘ ;
interval during which he was not
legal adviser or commissioner, but it

was practically a promotion from Hh\i
position of legal adviser to that com-|
missioner: I. cannot agree that any|
is to be cast upon Mr. Congdon |

o: partisan or political action. whil 1
1e was commissioner. It is true e,
received the commissionership, :m«l}
il

|

hecume a candidate as a supporter of

OF EDMONTON
the government. In the contest Lej

»1s unsuccessiul. There have heen Will be held on June 23, 2¢
grave statements made as to the me-| 25 and 26, 1908. $20.000.00 in
thods in which the political ccAtest |
vas conducted whieh resulted in hh?
lefeat. I am not prepared to say|
~xhether those assertions are correct «r|
not. 3ut 1 have heard no such aszer
tions in regard to his conduet whon he
vas reappointed as legal adviscy
When Mr. MeInnes was commigsioner
U had no knowledge of any political|
wetivity on. his part.  He was acting]
as legal adviser amone the peop!
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