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THESYNDICATESCAPITALSTOCK.

Tus episode of Friday night between
Hon, Wizan MacpovaaLy and Sir Jorx
MacpoxaLD, and the prominence which it
gives to the question of what makes the
capital stock of the syndicate, induce us to
devote a little space to the subject, in
order that our readers may fully under
stand the meaning of the discussion.

The section of the Act constituting the
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On this the question arose as to what
was the * capital actually expended in the
“ construction of the railway” Did it
include the lands? Did it include the
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the hon. {b-thun would desire, the extent

to which the 10 cent. profit
“Mr. M P.-I am delighted to hear

that statement by the leader of the Govern-
ment. It ves one of the moet serious
objections in the minds of some hon. members
on this side of the House, as well as in the
minds of in t thi‘nking people outside,
with respect to contract.

MR. MACDOUGALL'S SPEECH.

Tan speech of Hox. Wi Macpovaans
on Friday night may be said to have con-
cluded the rapidly diminishing doubts of
the public regarding the wisdom of accept-
ing the contract for the Pacific railway
presented by the Government. His mode
of trestment hadthe merit of being realistic
in & high degree. He, above all others,
not excepting the Opposition members,
had made 8 decided effort to obtain the in-
timate opinion of his constituents. He
did not go to his people with cut and dried
resolutions in one pocket, and a cut and
dried speech in the other. He did not
make a pretence of discussion to enable
Lim to condemn, without consideration, a
measure which the le were asked to
meet and discuss. Pfe had taken his con-
stituents into his confidence on the subject
of the contract, had stated his objections,
pointed out the merits of the measure, and
given them to understand that on the
whole he was in favour of the contract,
which provided a meams other than the
employment of Government capital of
constructing a necessarily expensive work.
On each - of the objections concerning
which  the Opposition have made the
strongest = complaints Mr. MacpovcaLL
took . the ini of a practical
and intélligent people. They saw that
the exemptions from taxation of which the
Opposition complained so bitterly were as
a matter of fact of very little consequence
to the country, and of little practical
value to the syndicate. idered as a
means of protecting the syndicate from
posaible exactions of an undue character,
the exempti are of value to them ;
but idered as concessions from the

blic, they are of Jijtle. value, {ndesd.
T it S T

But Mr. Macpoveair's has been
the occasion of an authoritative declara-
tion of ‘s very wmportant character. We
have had ourselves no doubt on thg
real meaning of the terms of the contract
rogarding the capital stock on which the
company would require to earn ten per
cent. before the power of the Governmeut
should be used to control their freight
rates ; but Sir JoiEn  MacpoNaLp's declara-
tion that both the Government and the
syndicate agree on the more favourable
-construction of the contract has given -a
more public and striking importance to
the fact. ;n the oou?f of the debate, in
his = on e contract, Mr,
Bmiwed that if this favour-
able construction could be placed on the
contract, and the capital stock of the com
pany could be held to mean simply the
money they put into the work, a great part
of his objections to the contract would
disappear, We believe that a similar
statement was made by @ir Ricmarp
CarTwriGHT ; but on reference to Hansard
we do not find it reported ¥s it was under-
stood. But Mr, Buaxz will suffice ; and
since the condition which be demanded is
lulﬁll;d,h:eblhn be'gl{laddﬁpknow w%x;t

is objections isappear. e
rh:ltl look with some d of curiosity to
thenext utterances of the hon. gentleman
on the subject to see what objections h
will retain, and what objections he will
abandon.

Meantime; to the mind of the public,
and tothe mind of the Grit party as well
as the general public, the case of the
positi‘rn 4s gome. Mr. MaopovgALL's
stand in the matter has been made on
mature refleetion, after serious efforts to
get at the opinion of the public, and after
hearing every objection that could be made
to the ent. No doubt his speech
will have due weight with all who ocoupy
a similarly untrammelled .political posi-
tion,

> Sr————
A RESUME OF MR BLAKES

RECORD.

Tex years ago Mr. BLaxe could and did
pose with some success as a superior per-
son and & superlatively virtuous politician.
He cannot do it now with the same suc-
cess. He had no record then, buj he has
a record mow. In sporting ce, h

record is

his standing have ever had to account for.
A few of these are fresh in thepopular re-
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but who now contends that the
the North-West are much more
than he ever imagined them to be.
been describing the gentleman who
terises the pro; of the secon
cate as an objectionable one, byt
nevertheless desires to see that obj
able proposal accepted. He 'is an a
lawyer and a clever debater, but his :
for statesmanship and sincerity of p!
is 0 delf“ootiu that the ‘Mﬁn‘:w
accept his professions wi con-
fidence, and the members of the House
hear in his' impassioned declarations ‘the
old undertone of the special pleader in
the Court of Chancery. 7 :
Far be it from us to underrate the caps-
city of the member from West Durhany
serve his country if he would, but we
justified by his record in saying that
not ut:xlizfed either his abilities orl
o] i or i P i
2 e pirate pirgema. fh
who appreciate his | and oratorical
attainments that before he can be entrustad
to govern the country he must learn—as
he ap, not to have learned—how to
con! his own wilful and wayward in-
tellect.
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PROF. HINL'S CHARGES

Tz Ottawa correspondent of the Bos-
ton Herald takes mno stock in the charges
made by Prof. Himvp as to the garbling

and forgerydwhich he says was practised
in making up official statistics for use at
the Fishery Commussion. On the eom-
trary, the Herald’s correspondent, who
evidently writées with a full knowledge of
the case, says that the strictest investiga-
tion reveals the fact that only a few clerical

no importance either way. In dealing
with the Trade and Navigation returns,
Mr. Hivxp makes a series of mistakes
amounting in the aggregate to $207,000.
His assertion that the whale oil" returns
were deliberately omitted from the Cana-
dian returns arose from the fact that the
United States authorities refused to admit
that the whale is a fish. Many. other
blunders into which Mr., Hixp has
been led by undue zeal or mono-
mania are quoted, but perhaps the
most curious is that relating to the
Nova Scotia coal exports, which he treated
of in a recent letter to the New York
Herald. In that communication he draws
the attention of the Governor-General to
the differences which exist between
the Dominion records of the exports of
coal from Nova Scotia to the United States
and the official records of the Nova Scotia
department of mines, which give all the
details and form the basis of revenue. He
goes on to say ** that these differences are
‘¢ very siriking, and the cause must lie at
 Ottawa. or example, the Dominrion
‘“ trade and navigation returns for 1873
‘‘ and 1874 put Nova Scotia exports of coal
‘““ to the United States as amounting to
‘¢ 269,699 tons, and valued at 876.6"3?1,
‘“ whereas the official report of the mines
“ d ment, which gives all details, says
‘“ only 138,335 tons were sent to -the
‘“ United States that year.” The differ-
ence, he says, of 121,364 tons amounts to
nearly one-half the alleged ex

But the fact is, Mr. Hmnp oon-
founded the fiscal with the calen-
dar year, and .compared the Nova
Scotia returns for 1874 with the Dominion
returns for the year ending the 30th June,
1873. ;

Coming back to the fish dgures, the
Herald's correspondent takes up Mr. Hivp’s
most serious charge, viz., that certain
articles were omitted from the import and

xport returns extending over a period ‘of
wenty-five years. This was due to the
fact that the official classification did ‘not
specify the articles named in the years
referred to, and, consequently, the values
of such items were included under other
heads, For instance, in 1879-80 fish and
products of fish are classified into over 40
articles, but, from Confederation in 1867
to 1872, inclusive, they were condensed
under something likeh our or five general
headings. Applying the same reasoning to
the (‘J!;gx:ed S&tme and navig tiongre-
turns for 1869, 1870, and 1871, . Hinp
would find that no mackerel, as well as
several other indispensable descriptions of
fish, were imponerinto the United States
during those years, which is manifestly
absurd, as it is well known that such com-
modities were exported from Canada to the
United States during the years referred to,
and were, of course, imported then and
accountad for under other heads in their
fish statistics.

Mr. Hixp is not worth much powder
and shot, but it is important that the
American new?a.ien which have taken
him by the hand should know what manner
of statistician he is.

CETErm—
THE ONTARIO LEGISLATURB.

It is extremely unfortunate for the in-
terests of Ontario that its Legislature
edcapes proper notice and adequate ecriti-
cism because its sessions are synchronous
with those of the Dominion Parliament.
There is no reason whatever why the Pro-
vincial House should nct be summoned to
meet for the despatch of business at the
middle of November., Were that done,
all the legitimate work of the year might
be accomplished by Christmas, and the
public attention would not be diverted
from local affairs. Year by year, since the
Reform regime began, Ministers have
gradually lapsed in this matter further and
further from the salutary rule laid down
and strictly adhered to by Mr. SaxprieLn
Macpoxarp. No puoblic man was more
vilely abused than he during his tenure of
office ; and yet no one during the fourteen
years of provincial autonomy did so much
to enhance the dignity and stimulate the

From
the hour of his resignation, the credit of
the Assembly has gone down with a
rapidity unexampled” in the annals of
representative government. At - this
moment no one pays the slightest heed to
ittl:.dalgbmﬂom.m use i:hil clear that

vernment rules, not the Legislature.
[nstead of responsible government, . we
have an Assembly called upon to s
the acts of s self-willed bureaucragy.
Mr. Mowar i
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ing about for scme time.

; ion Department,
bonian bog of Ontario, no sign is made.
We repeat that the Mowar Uovernment,
in matters of legislation, acts with gross
prcu tepewmestitives ik ‘berely die

eople’s representatives i
guised ocontempt, and is rapidly bringi
the representative system, so far as Ontario
iy concerned, into serious disrepute,
——

GSTON POLICE MAGIS-

SoMs weeks ago We gave an outline of a
proposed shuffle in connection with the ap-
pointment of a police magistrate for the
city. of Kingston. Some of our Grit con-
temporaries affected to doubt the ex-
actitude of our statements, but these have
been confirmed to the letter. The Whig
admits that the job has been consum-
mated. Mr. Mowar's brother-in-law, Mr.
Jomy Durr, has been made police magis-
trate, Mr. Wwx. Ropmwson, ex-M.P.P.,
being considered too illiterate for the posi-
tion, and Mr. Rosmvson takes Mr. Durr's
place as clerk of the Division Court. It will
Burprise the public to thus learn, on the an-
thority of the Ontario Governiment, that the
position of Division Court clerk in so im-
portant a place as Kingston demands no
educati qualifications from its inoum-
bent, . The whole business is redolent of
corruption and nepotism. It is bad
enough that Mr. Mowar should appoint &
partisan to a place which he is utterly in-
competent to fill, but it -is far worse that
the appoiniment should he made in order
to remove a competitor from the path of
one of his own family.

Perhaps the worst feature of the trans-
action remains to be moted. In order to
make things still more plessant for Mr.

THE

the
relatives to enjoy the
offices. We shall not
the situation. The job is so
t that comment is needless.
part altogether from the moral gon.
mderation involved, the appointments are
ng&u, and will do

THE SOHOOL CURRICULUM.

ON Tuesday afternoon the Assembly dis-
cussed at some length the curriculum in
vogue in the public schools. It is a matter
which comes up regularly every session,
but it cannot be said that its discussion is
attended with much profit. There is a
widespread belief outside the Chamber
that the curriculum is too elaborate. The
Department is always striving to put a
quart of beer into a pint pot—to cram
children with a knowledge of subjecta
which they camnot possibly master. The
result is apparent everywhere. It may be
true that ours is the best school system in
the world ; but it is also true that the edu-

cation imparted under it is largely super-
ficial, - In the debate
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errors, and éven members
:?W% ) standard of education

t subject, but what profit or

is there & paper on hydro-
when the young Farapay clips the
een's coin with  every sentence,
does not know that he s

not too sweeping
say that 75 per cent. o?tho
the common and
in after 'life
were ocompelled to devote so
studies, to the neglect
butto more useful b;anchea
nothing to say against'the curri-
a curriculum, but we do believe
it is too intricate and cumbrous for
i who seldom spend more than
or eight at school, and that it
and superficiality, with a
train of lesser evils.
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THE MUSKOKA DISIRICT.

Tas settlers in the Muskoka and Parry
Sound districts have encountered and
overcome great hardships, and no one will
begrudge them the money the Ontario
Government has spent there during the
past ten or twelve years. The report of
the Commissioner of Public Works for
1880 shows thatupto the 31st December last
nearly $420,000 has teen expended in that
region, chiefly in the building of locks and
bridges and the improvement of rivers.
This does not include any portion of the
sum supk in colonization roads ; taking
that item into account, it is safe to esti-
mate that not less than $600,000
has been spent in the Muskoka
and Parry Sound districts since they were
first opened up for settlement. As has
been said, the settlers in those parts de-
‘serve a helping hand ; and it is to be
hoped that the Government will continue
to treat them with the utmost liberality.
The Ontario and Pacific Junction railway
will soon be under way, and it is of the high-
est importance that the inhabitants should
have easy means of communication with
that Muskoka is destined to become
one of the richest grazing districts in
Ontario, and the construction of the rail-
ni will bring it into direct connection
with the Toronto cattle-yards.

At thesame time, the special attempt to
make it a field for immigrants shouid be
abandoned by the Government. Enormous
sums have been spent in inducing
Old Country people to take adva.m%g
of the free grants. Nearly $17,
was spent on the clearing and log-house
scheme, which, to put it mildly, was a
fizzle. The region cannot compete with
the North-West. Few English or Irish
tenant farmers will care ta go upon a free
grant and spend years in dﬁ‘:&’ it, when
they can buy prairie land y for tho
plough for a song. It will be well, of
course, for the Government’s emigration
bureau in England to keep Muskoka be-
fore the people as a grazing district, but
to try and induce wholesale emigration to
it would be simply throwiltxg money away.
For many years to come the North-West
will be the chosen abode of the British
emigrant to Canada, and Muskoka must
be content to receive only a vzzl-{ small

means

of new arrivals. By
lot Mxh?lAm improve the rivers.and

build roads and bridges ; but it would be
the height of folly.to ocontinue the-large
special expenditure which has been going
on for ten years past.

THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

No ons can allege that the Conservative
Opporition in England has, so far, embar-
rassed the Government in the slightest
degree. ' The leaders, in both Houses, con-
tented themselves with simply criticizing
the course of the Ministry abroad and at
home. Lord BEACONSFIELD, in a vigorous
speech, attacked the course adopted with
regard to Ireland ; but stopped there, and
his oolleagues added nothing to his strio-
tures, On the other hand, the ex-Premier
distinctly offered the assistance of his party
in grappling with the perplexities of a
diffioult erisis. He urged the Government
to proceed with their measures from day
to day, without pause, and promised all
the aid his party could conmistently give
them. The lf&:dator, somewhat ungener-
ously, comp. that Lord BEAcoNsFIELD

not propound any plea of his own re-
e St Tt i Yo oo
on 8 o Q
thing—to Oppoc.xwid assisting the Obatiuet.i(:xe-
ista, and to give a fair consideration to the

state of things in Treland rests with the
Liberal y ; and upon them also rests
the burden of finding a remedy.

"Nothing in the antecedents of the Con-
servative would render any co-opera-
tion in a judicious measure of land reform

ble, When Lord BrAcONSFIELD

the majority of the Lords defeated the
Compensation for Disturbance bill, they
did so on the avowed ground that the
measure was a hasty and ill-considered
one, and that, instead of being a cure, it
sea only a temporary palliative. The
Peers have at least the privilege of reject-
ing & measure which they consider precipi-
tate and unsupported by popular opinion,
Professor Fawoetr, the Postmaster-Gen-
eral, admitted at l&mohester, on the eve
e session, that the Lords threw out

the bill simply under a belief, “ not un-
“ su by the votes of the Commons,
‘ that the Liberal party were not united
‘¢ on the subject, and the country not en-
¢ thusiastic about it.” He further told the
Manchester Radicals that the Lords would
never stand in the way of any really de-
liberate reform of the Irish-land laws to
which the country had made up its mind.

The pnly two obstacles, therefore, in
Mr. GrapsToNg's way are, differences of

inion in his own following, and the
ggitmctive policy of the Leaguers. The
latter will, no doubt, be overcome by some

i t order of the House, analogous to
the erican ‘‘ previous question,” or the
French cléture. The former is a more
serious hindrance. Disguise it as  the
Liberal journals may, there can be no
question about the disagreements rumour-
ed within and - without the €abinet. As
the Saturday Review

the crucial boulder in his
to be hurled out of the
be seen ; at all events, he
$ it is, and an Op-

us.
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UNOONSCIOUS OHRIBTIANITY.
Lasr week we ventured to call attention

ranean in either of the three continents,
would alone suffice to shatter so entirely 4
priori a theory, To account for the con.
cert in ethical teaching between teachers
8o far removed by time and space as
Buppaa and Cgrisris by no means diffi-
cult, so goon as it is admitted that' the
moral commands of the Creator have been
inscribed, from the first, upon the fleshly
tablets of the human  heart, Those who
believe in the universal Fatherhood and
Providence of Gop can readily understand
that in widely remote ages the same truths
will come to the surface in remote regions
and at divers times and in man-
pers. As absolute truth is essen one,
it would have beén ’;u‘prilmg indoed’ if the
devout aspirants of heathenism had not at-
tained to some knowledge of it by earnest
and painful seeking.

it e ot siens oF dhs e

i e first cent isti

era that we find even ‘:zro striking
lelisms in  religious eonception and feeling.
Modern unbelievers are in the habit of
pointing to’ the pure moralisy inculcated
by BeNEmoOA, AvrELIUS, and

PICLETUS, as if their maxims could be an
adequate substitute for the Gospel. Into
that phase of the subject it is not neces-
sary to go, farther than simply to note that
the Roman ethicists had not advanced one
step in theory, nor did they achieve one
permanent triumph in practice, in regener-
ating the race. They all, in common,
wrapt themselves up in the garments of
an esoteric philosophy. From Steicism
and Platonism they had learnad the dig-
nity of virtue, but they had no 1
for universal huma.nity. They felt that
the times were out of joint, lamented
the depravity and social dissolution
around them,{ut. they ocould not touch the
heart of the mischief. Their moral ideal
was high, and at times touched with a pen-
sive spirituality, but it was powerless to
redeem a world lying in wickedness and
sinking in decay. 4

It is sometimes said by Christian apolo-
gists that these men of lofty aims and pure
lives must have borrowed from the religion
they ignored. There 1s no proof that they
ever heard of Christianity as aught but
‘‘ a deadly superstition ” cherished by an
obscure sect of the Jews. At all events, it
is not n to charge them with
plagiarism of the most disingenuous kind.
The springs from which their limpid
morality flowed, in a stream all too thin,
came by philosophy, from the rooted testi-
mony engraved by the Divine hand upon
the consciences of men. t they
thought more deeply, and in ted the
still small voice within more ‘searchingly
than their fellows, was to their everlasting
credit. They had no need to borrow, for
the truth, overlaid with the crust of human
inv:l::.i';m and apostacy, wr within them.

y contributor to the Contemporary
Review selects PLUTARCH as a distinguish-
ed example of ‘‘ unconscious Ohmhm:g:
during the early centuries of our era.
paper is ably wri since, while it takes
no- high- 4heelogi ground, it fully
develops* the 'rezemblances  between: the
Gospel and Prurarom’s ethics. ' There is
no proof that he knew myﬂnnﬁ of
Christianity as a creed, although he lived
down to the reign of Domyrian. His
ethical philosophy was the outcome of deep
and mn pondering upon the signs of
human depravity and helplessness which
were at hand on every side. There was
nothing original in PruTarcE’s admoni-
tions, and yet the pressure of the time had
given to his thoughts a pointed and
crystallized form peculiarly his own. And
m as Miss WepeEWOOD points out, he
no idea of the mighty spiritual revolu-
tion which was even then at work in the ef-
fete Empire of Rome, and in the Greece
where he was born. t we are npw has
been der(ilvoddfmm the spirit of ihtr}!‘lﬁlni-
ty, as it developed " i through the cen-
turies. PLUTABCH held bravely by the let-
ter of duty, but no spark of the Divine
s%irit lent persistent utility to the philoso-
phy to which he clung. The Gospel preach-
ed to the poor would have had no attrac-
tions for him had he known it. ** The arti-
‘“ zan,” he says, ‘‘ only partakes of virtue
‘““so far as he trhku of slavery.” He
was merely a subordinate member of the
body politic, and was ** outside the sphere
of virtue” the moment he himself
as an independent being, responsible to his
Maker alone for the concerns of his soul.
That was noregenerating theory which Pro-
TARCH taught ; the old notions common to
Greeece and Rome about individual subser-
vienoe tainted his views, and made them as
impétent as those of the other post-Chris-
tian moralists. Out of them could, come no
salvation for the mass of men.

And yet Prurarcm’s ethical standard
was an elevated one. No writer has ever
dwelt so lovingly upon the obligations of
kindred, nd although, as might be ex-

ted, he did not estimate woman highly,

e was exceedingly tender in his exhorta-
tions touching conjugal affection. He said
that man was to the woman what the spirit
was to the body, but he was not slow to
enforce the obligations of the spirit to the
body.. Some of his illustrations are strik-
ingly apt in their point and force. He
could teach that evil came from within—
from the heart—and yet he seemed to su;
pose that muorality chiefly consisted in
externals. His_. viriues had almost
always a self- ing character. He
had no notion of a personal ideal
such as had ap in the person of
Carist. Yet he made a being, which he
treated as a person, and tdvuﬁim friends
to obey dictates of philosophy. The
days of/ philosophy had got by that time
inte the sere and yellow leaf. It was an
i solace to the few ; to the seething
mass of humanity a sealed book, brin
neither hope, aid, nor consolation. But
PLomaror had a deep sense of the Divine
justice, and from a contemplation of it he
declared the doctrine of immortality :—
‘ Gop is a pursuer of trifles, if He makes
‘“ 30 much of ‘creatures in whom there is
“ nothing permanent and steadfast, no-
‘‘ thing which resembles hirself, but who
¢ are, as HoMER says, the withennﬁ.dugo
‘“ of the day. or Him to spend care
‘“ on creatures such as these, would be to
“ imitate those who make
‘¢ oyster shells.” . Posthumous
had no charms for him, and he held firmly
that death was only te entry into higher
life. If he could only have heard the
authoritative message of Him who
““ brought life imd immortality to light in
¢“ the e

Mr. Blake declared that the grant of 25,
000,000 acres to the syndicate wonld create
an Ireland in the North-West ; but he thinks

of make
PET e

ens _of-

o : =
: EDITORIAL NOTES.
My, Mackenzié continues to improve. Ho
will not likely take any active partin the
present session by the advice of his phy-
sician. ?

We quite agree with a Barrie contemporary
M)‘:ﬁ.‘g% Cook has :x:l,‘dex rience ip
syndica e raised sev. ingle-handed,
in North Simeoe. T

Mr. Blake claims that _he represents the
wealthy classes of the country, but next elec-
tion we shall see bim posing as the friend of
the masjority—the poor man. course

that time *‘circamstances” will ** have
¢l M’I L

There were giants in the Local Legislature
from 1867 to 1875, sud there are many good
men there {xflth; but on the whole there has
been a sad falling off in the persomnel. The
abolition of dnal
unmixed blessing

The fact that when Mr. Mackenzie offered
- better terms for the construction of the road
than those now agreed upon Sir William P,
Howland and his associates made no bid, is

pretty evidence of the bo, haracte
7 .800dp 4 of the bogus character

representation was not an

The rumour that Mr. Paxton, M.P.P., will
be appointed to the vacant shrievalty in the
county of Ontario is probably correct. If he
has not been a brilliant or over-scrupulous

politician, he has at least been a faithful one,
and deserves his reward.

It will not be good news for the opponents
of the Deceased Wife’s Sister bill in this
country that Mr. Gladstone has pledged him-
self to the promotion of a similar bill in Eng.
land, although holding out no hope in the
ftegent_utnte of public business of immediate

egislation.

It is rumoured that Mr. Pattullo’s petitiox
against the return of Mr. Sutherland fo;
North Oxford will be withdrawn, becaus:
oonnt;rm char;

t disorganizer are being pre;
unting is exciting fun, un%nf
and hunts the huntsman. .

Tiger
e tiger turma

In 3 letter from Hon. Peter Mitchell on the
Hind charges, Sir Albert Smith is called upon
to do simply his duty, viz., to take the
earliest :rportunity of defending his honour
against Mr. Hind’s imputations. Nobody
pute much faith in what Mr. Hind says, bui
that does not warrant Sir Albert’s silence.

The Brantford Telegram avers that there i
in that city a justice of the peace who is un.
able to write his own name. This is a dis-
grace to the province. As the member for
South Brant appears to have nothing toglo ir
his department, he mi%ht open a night-school
:;g.igwehisprowyda ew lessons in penman-

P

United States papers oppose the Capads
Pacific railway scheme with “remarkable
unanimity. QOur opponents are unfortunate,
to say the least, in always having the sym.
patby of those whose interests are naturally
not ’s interests. It was so at the time
of the Pacific scandal, it was so during the
N. P. agitation, and it is so now.

PR Santaiime
The 8t. Mary’s Argus is in a bad way
about the Pattullo-Sutherland election case.
It says that *‘a number of the best known
men in the riding are involved in this matter,
and some dirty revelations will no doubt be
made before the thing is settled.” The ifact
that “ dirty revelations” shonld be made in a
contest between two B:Ihor;nmthin a Reform
riding does not say mu or the purity of
the party. s

If, as the Qlobe argues, no bargain that the
present Parliament makes with the original
syndicate ¢an be binding upon the country, it
follows that no bargain which the present
Parliament makes with any other syndicate
can be binding. Yet Mr. Blake and th
chief organ are in favour of making a i
with the political syndicate organized by Col.
Walker & Co. The mere statement of the
contention exposes its dishonesty.

Like all sensible men, Mr. Scott, M, P. for
Selkirk, has no respect for petitions that are
gotten up to order, and for a purpose. He

says that thousands of signatures could be
obtained to a petition

raying for the execu-
tion of the onourabge gentlemen of the

Opposition. There is no necessity for tikin,

the trouble. Politically, those geatlemeg

onl{ need to be given rope enough and they
ill finish themselves.

The Opposition press persists in saying that
the syndicate is composed of *Sir John's
friends,” There is not a Conservative in the

company so far as we know, a fact which
shows hgnt partisanship was not a factor in
the bargain ; but the members of the new

dicate which the Opposition support are
31“ Reformers with one or two exceptions, a
fact which does not relieve their proposition
from the suspicion that it is a political dodge.

The challenge of the Opposition to the Gov-
ernment that the syndicate agreement should
be submitted to the people is as absurd as the
tender of the second syndicate—each knows
that its offer is impossible of acceptance. But
if a test is deemed advisable, Reformers can-
not do. better than prevail on Sir Richard
Cartwright to SiCk up the gauntlet Mr. Kirk-.
patrick threw the other evening. Both
these gentlemen are Kingstonians, but as
Kingston returned a Reformer in 1878 the
chances are in Sir Richard’s favour.

The Montreal Spectator has not a very
high epinion of syndicate No. 2 : ¢ The new
syndicate for building the Pacifi¢ railway is
in no way a credit to itself nor to the coun-
try. Itsinception was due to the exigency
of the Opposition in the House ; it was in-
tended to en Mr. Bl;‘krg’s polsitxdoln,
and for that purpose the un onably dis-
honest and lﬁ?mderin trick wa; plla_:ed }:)f

tting names of emen on the list who

- never been eoﬁlt.ed. and who at once
denied any complicity in the worse than
questionable business. That stamped it at
once as a mere political device, got up to
make capital out of.”

The Grit members of the Ontario Legisla-
ture are devoting most of their time to the
discussion of the N. P., the boundary ques-
tion, and the railway syndicate. Of course
they have the excuse that there is a dearth of
provincial business, but they have the alter-
native of admitti :

They might as consider the Irish ques-
tion or ﬁe B:; mnnectxofn uf?e:i“:l’ Aas
pertaining to the provinoe of the Fede: .
ministration. In the language of a homely

ive Western'sm, these wordy
gentlemen should not *‘bite off more than
they can chaw.”

The commercial papers take no stock in the
new syndicates The Journal of Commerce

:| says :—~*Whatever may be the - respective

merits of the old and new propositions, it is
clear that the Government, which took the
responsibility of signing the contract with the
firss ayndic:yb. had no option to procure its
ratification by Parhament or to resign office.
We have no desire to impeach the motives of
the subscribers to the new syndicate, but our
conviction is that there are few people in Ca-
nada so credulous as to believe that, if the

uﬁunﬁmw'_ tly obvious that, by

of corruption against the

that fact and %oinz home, -

$0 obtain offers in answer to a formal
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THE ADDRESS,

The debate on the address was rd

Hon, Mr. MORRIS said he ha
with a great deal of pleasure to thd
of the mover and seconder of the
address, as they afforded a
answer %o the cry once made tha
would be unequal to the task of
able men for both the Dominion
Legislatures, He thought it m
that the leader of the @
should charge the Opposition W
hostile to the existence of
Legislatures, for when challenged
any of the Conservative mer
taken such a position, h
statement that Sir John

that after years of sting
and Lower Canada, Si
{avoured a scheme for on

to bring the troubles to
servative policy, finally adopted 2
1o a successtul issnue, was a co
the }vlu\'fll‘ es of the
autonomy ot each being preseiver
had occurred since Conr
that the Comnservativ

to destroy the a

In fact, how could ¢
overburdened as it ah
ness, deal with the local
Columbia, the North-)

and the Maritime Provir
tempt should be made
legislatures of ti

tics  should

In referring

General, |

claimed too muc

ment had done more work
Government. Surely the
overlooked the existence
Imperial Governments,
over, cast a slight upon
ments which had pre

tion. He (Mr. Mc

be ranked at lea

present Ad:

amount of worl omp
acknowledged return of
singular that the trade

been ignored in the speech
ernment should have the good
acknowledge what was conceded
one. In touching upon the propo
alternate sessions, he said he w4
to any scheme of biennial ses
favoured short annual sessions, an
mencement of real business as
House opened. A Parliament
members  would be ample
on the business of the
the more espzcially as, accordi
opinion of the Attorney-General,
was almost exhausted. “Biennid
were still more objectionable than
sessions ; they were not adapted
quirements of the country, and
(:overnment to escape public res
for too long a time.

Mr. YOUNG (Brant) said he d
to make a general reply to the rem
hon. member for East Toronto. 8
boundary clause in the address was
the leader of the Opposition seeme
the clause an interference with . the
Government, but it was a question
the people of this province were 4
terested. The action of the Dom
ernment on the matter was a direc
of the arbitration, and the infers
drawn was that the people of th
could not get justice from the ge
Ottawa. He read the eleve
graph of the speech - with
able surprise, and it appeare

it was not in accordance wi

tio \go%sernment. He looked
paragraph as a ‘‘feeler.” The peg
province were a practical people, b
the Lieut.-Governor open a session
pass supplies he ghought would no
them as 4 wise proceeding. The
no power to adopt biennial session
N. A, Act.) They had the powe
their constitution, but they had|
power to do so as thelaw exists at §
time. Do our requirements call foy
session in two years, and would i
ﬂxblic interest to meet only at such

e did not think that the busij
Legslature wonld be smaller in
than it had been in the past, but
he had was that Legislature in
wonld tend to increase instead off
If they only met once in two years
would have to be prolonged.

Mr. LAUDER considered the
of the word *feeler” applied ta
clause of the address, a most
word, and one which eould be a.i
advantage to other clauses of ti
There was no policy forshadowe
of the clauses save the 11th, and a
of hon. gentlemen opposite, and
member for North Brant, had at#
paragraph, how would the hon. Con
for Public Works; who had vote
clause, like to abandon it, and ho
appreciate the snub he had got? Se
had been made regarding the bound
that one would have supposed 1t
tention of the Dominion Governmd
away the termitory to the west of]

Bay to the States or Russia, or s
grasping power, but he did not
there was anything to be alarmed al
question could be easily settied. Wi
territory concerned in the boundary
part of the Dominion, and d
enjoy the privileges which other
enjoved ? Then, what was there toed
The only argument for hurrying a 3
was, that law was in an unsatisfs
dition. The new territory, if acqui
cause us a great deal of extra e
and unless mcreased revenue could
from timber dues, there was not
vantage to be gained in acquiring
tory. The sixth paragraph,
the Parliament buildings, was a cu
because, while the House had no in
on the subject at all, the paragraph
his Honour for the information giye
the school system, the public “In
sections were most dissatisfied with
ing. It was complained that the s
expensive, while others complained
peated changes in school books, 2
functions and powers of the supe
and inspectors.

Mr. Y admitted that there W
eral feeling of discontent in . the ¢
the increased expense of the schoa
but contended that the people had §
of this matter in their own hands,
be told so.

Mr. CALVIN (Frontenac) intr
subject of the abolitign of taxation
that one-third of the property.in t
is not assessed, and there was o
which a cent could be collected uj
this was what is called Reform, thej
want any reform, All the propertj
he alluded was the property of rich
the podr two-thirds paid the
rich, one-third. He had been up
emption committee, but he had H

jown by men who wished to kee
poorer and the rich richer. Hew

red to assess a ehurch or tomb
ﬁ: was prepared to tax bonds
which paid a heavy income. He
in a bill proposing such a tax; Hi
in his desk of about $40,000,000 e
A house was valuable, and a piece
was valuable as taxable property, b
stock which paid 10 per cent, wei

Before the inception of the Nati
by Sir John Macdonald they had
snd hard times. - He had lived in
Rtates for forty years, and he K
that when the Democrats got
lowered the tariff, and hard tim
stely followed, but when the
same into power they put the ta
the country became prosperons &
.. gelicy which had madc the United




