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{ china, or of pottery, come just big enmough it
hold a tea pot, sugar bowl and eream pitcher and
four cups. Some of the prettiest are the least ex
pensive—a set of bright green pottery, a Japanese
ware, making a most effective dash of color
hur]\‘ll:xh‘w den.
Among silver things the most adorable
o and stands for cups have been ma And
ea strainers come in varied forms, from a silver
copy of old-fashioned tin ones to the prettiest
gible new version of tea balls—a rather flat
with the necessary .perforations taking the
of tiny decorative serolls.
Some women follow the (
ing tea in covered cups—

little
tre

pos

affair
form

thinese custom of serv
-the top looking something
like an inverted saucer. That pretty medallion
ware—Chinese from the very edge of its rim
comes in particularly pretty cups of this type,
handleless, as all true Oriental cups are.

Japanese cups are rather smaller than Chinese
ones, and are often set on a plate to match rather
than on the more anusual saucer. That plate ar
rangement, by the way, is a very comfortable thing
for the tiny sandwich which probably accompanies
the tea.

SWIth Sliced Lemon. as
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Nests of tables are among the luxuries which
make for a world of comiort. They dispose of v
problam aé sethine =23 of mour cup. And teontte
_ e i, WS VOITEE fittle trays pios
at intervals—take nn nractically no room at 1l
are a great neip. 'T'nere’s a new little thing, 100,
made of teakwood, which is really a tiny stand,
with room for only one cup on the top.
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Tea Straipers Come 7y varied Iorips

The Servant Question
Some Suggestions in the Matter
of Recommendations  §

By Mary E. Carter

(Copyright,

g Jzpapese Sel D Pright Greed

you're pressed for gpace—they do take up a lot of
that! They are so perfectly appointed as to be
absolutely luxurious, and the lids fit down after
you're through, hiding every soiled cup and plate
from view until you're ready to wheel the whole
thing away.

Like everything else, they vary in the degree
of Tuxuriousness. The simplest of them have only
one tray, which shifts to the top at the same time
the double lid opens. Others have two or three
layers of trays, each with a place definitely marked,
where it fits into a groove or a ring of metal.

Perhaps trays, for gerving after the English
fashion, are more satisfactory in the long run.
They may be fitted out with a complete little ser-
vice in which everything matches, or in-the tea-
table fashion, with a collection of pieces, each per-
haps having some sentiment or story about it. Trays

1905, by A. S. Barnes & Co.)

HEN sear hing the references of one whose
former employers dare be yond your reach as far
as personal interviews are concerned, it must

then be done by COrre spondence. To avoid
ing the time of whom you write it is a good
plan to prepare a series { '8 h only reqguire
Yes or No in reply for whatever
your correspondent may Vo
ence to any special trait that may have appeared in the
person you are inquiring about. A polite note, writter
upon A separt te sheet, and as brief as courtesy will |
mit, should accompany the questions, along with an
dressed and stamped envelope, all sent under one cover
Reliable intelligence offices keep on file the references
of those who are on their books. Persons applying for o
domestic can have access to the references of any
whom they are congidering. No servant can be re gistered
on their books who has not credentials for honesty and
sobriety, or who has falled to keep an engagement to go
to a place. Scarcely anything glves a good house
wife more trouble than the carelessness
of some other housewlves about” giving
references.
Consclentiousness and kindness should
be united when one writes references
departing gervants. Every good
word possible to be sald with truth
should be said; whatever they do well
should be mentioned. If they, are to-
tally Incapable for the sort of situation
that they are seeking, and you know it,
there should be no hesitation about say-
ing so, if your opinton should be asked.
It im well to rea'ize that one who can-
not get along at all In houses of one
gort may do_very well in. those of a
different kind of management. Open
\ne way, so far as you oad, for servants
to do their best at self-support without
imposing upon any one’'s inexperience or

REre ol 7reces
those

ROM those elaborate tea wagons to the squat-

tiest cheap little tea pots atraight from the

. a wealth of cozy suggestion hovers

about ev rything in the shape of tea things. Those

squatty tea pots express it best of all, perhaps, for

there's utter absence of formality about the

lines, and unconsciously you settle down more com-

fortably your chair when the tea has been put to
steep.

Teq wagons are delightful things to own, unless
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Is $%4.00 a Week Enough ¥

Housewives Continue to Discuss the Question
of Domestic Economy

In the Laundry-~Washday (%actical -

SUD a Down East woman to

washing depends upon wringing.
Clothes should  npever drip when
hung on the line. They dry more
ovenly and quickly and are much
whiter if every drop of water that
can come AWAY is wrung out before
they are pronounced ready for the

treated linen never suspects the out-
rage until she finds it eaten into tiny
holes, as if peppered with birdshot.
There are other laundresses’ allies
and housekeepers’ foes which have
the same effect. They save the mus-
cles of ope class, rasp the sensibili-

wise, she will forecast the morrow’s
duties, so far as to put the “clothes”
(all-embracing term!) in soak over-
night. In one household, at least,
the bulk of this preparatory task is
done on Saturday night, leaving
only the body linen, laid aside on

me,, with energy that was
., almost yicious:

4] hey' washed and L hey’ ironed,
but, as L tell my busband-—ther’s
one thing I won’t never do, and
that is keep a boa’din’ house!”

know ‘what {t 1s. It may be oplum. It is
a room I had rented to A& young man.
Mrs. NEWLY-WED (Chicago).
The smoky smell lingers In carpet, or
in curtains, and In upholstered furni-
ture if there be any in the coom.
up the carpet an

HE “four dollars a week'’ guestion
T continues to agitate the souls of
thrifty and unthrifty housewives.
AS with most feminine disputants, some
of our correspondents infuse 'sO much

personal feeling into their arguments
that it is not always easy to see all sides
of the case through the dust raised by
the wind of speech. The letter given
below is written in a judicial, yet good-
humored strain that commends it to dis-
interested readers,

An Opposite Point of View

I have read and been Interested, amused
and instructed by this Corner since co
to the city. ‘‘The spirit ha
now to answer one Or two questions and
give my opinion on & disputed point about
cost of living in town.

s R, B i indisputable
fact that a porte 20
cents will do
1 say that depends on what they ea
it to my husband, and he sald. ‘I would

board with her!” He would

that much himself In one

so shghtingly of

Now, ceredls and cream

and eggs to ‘‘has breakfast, I find it

takes neatrer $6 than $4 per week for two to

Jive fairly well and put down & little fruit
for winter usge

To a young mother I would say: I you are
feeding a baby artificially, glve it watered
cream instead of milk, and add limewater
and sugar of mailk. The following propor-
tions will do for a month-old baby

Gream, one ecun: boiled water. two cups:
gugar of milk, e tablespoonfuls; lime-
water, one and tablespoonfuls.
Teed regularly every two hours about one-
haif cup. Have two bottles and nipples
and keep scalded and full of water when
not in use.

Now, if, in addition to what 1 have sald,
you will print an answer to ‘‘Bassanio,’’ In
a late issue of your paper, :
not think of paying nearly
come in rent! One-fitth s enough to pay
%o be on the safe side, and at most one-
fourth. a couple of rooms
and do flat In
company
pleasant.
out of &
been able to
“rainy day'
‘‘rafse,’’ A

save a gm
that might come
have

1y .
-4 m doing my
work.

c ne tell me Now to get rid

of & smoky smell in a room? .
1 have tuml{ued with sulphur, afred,

etc., but the smell
on

. crope up
every dowp day, 1 Q'

cieaner.

beat the cus

and sofas, in the open air, and sun them
on fine days. Cigar and pipe smoke has
fine “staying” properties.

An 0ld Recipe for Rheumatism

I have an old reclﬁ <that maybe some one
d 1 would be d

try this the second

Sleep with the poultice

are not cured you will I

am sure, ch better. We have used

this in my husband’s tamily with the very
pest results. NEWCOMER.

Who brings her welcome with her in

the shape of another home-made rem-

edy for some of the ills of flesh and

vone. “H. T. G.,”' himself an Mi D

wisely advises amateur practitioners to

confine their prescriptions to external

applications, leaving the management of
the interfor works to the ‘‘profession.’”

Keeping House on $58,4 Month

s 1 contradict your answer to "KL

in regard to keeping house oh $68 a

.k? I have done it-on less. y hus-

band carned $) last summer and pald 810

We furnished a parlor, dining

room and Kkitchen, combined, and bedroomi,

all in fine quarter sawed oak furniture, We

twice a day and never had to

stint ourselves omn food. I did my own

housework and and am not

ashamed to have President himself
see my cozy Httle home.

Of coyrse, 8 wife must not be extrava-
gant, apd must know how to manage, or it
wouldgbe risky business, ‘but $60 in this city
wouldbe. less than $5) in a smaller town. ¢

A Mrs. C. 8 V

You meant, 1 suppose, to say “fifty
dollars a month’ but “week {8 80
itten 1 dare not alter your

v:ibe fm"irxture dyou de-

twice a day an cozy

home alWAYS tusy for our mh? Pres-
ident should he pass your way, seem
more in keeéping with $60 a week. Let us
hear from you a n, and if you do all
these things on a year, give us a
“tip” or two, that others may do like-

R 2 ) [PIPIL, A toa a8

TUnless T am mistaken in my esti-
mate of the makeup of our Constit-
uency, @ majority of my readers
would reverse the order in which she
set the least desirable branches of
womat's work. :

A wit of the eighteenth century
declared that washday was ingti-
tuted in commemoration of the day
on which Job was born, the date of
which he said—"Tet it perish; let
darkness and the shadow of death
atain it; let it not be joined unto the

1

days of the year:
PBEPABATION

A latter-day writer has given us
gloomy statistics as to the propor-
tion of human life spent in cleans-
ing {h¢ house, clothing and person,
in fouling which the remaining time
}Lag been employed.

Our optimistic Fousewife does not
waste time and lower her spirit-
level im- bemoaning the inexorable
fact that clothes get dirty and must
‘be aleansed. She brings to the tasks
that fall-to Job’s birthday cheerful
philosophy and such knowledge of
the best methods of doing the work
as will achieve satisfactory results
with the least expenditure of time
and labor. :

TLet us reason together to-day con-
cerning some of these.

The best éxcuse I know of for the
appointment of Monday as washday
is that mind and body have been re-
invigorated .by Sunday’s rest and

comparative freedom from worldlyg

cargs, 1 our bausemother be txuly,

‘handful of powdered

Sunday; to be added that evening.

Sort the various & ticles in mak-
ing ready for soaki Put table
and bed linen in separate tubs, and
keep soiled undergarments apart
from both. You will save yourself
much subsequent worry if you would
“treat! . stains before washing.
Fruit, ink, coffee, chocolate and tea
stains may be wet with javelle wa-
ter, or with a weak infusion of chlo-
ride of lime; left in this for five
minutes and then rinsed in pure wa-
ter.. Rub chalk upon grease spots
and butter upon stains left by ma-
chine oil or axle grease, washing out
the butter half an hour later. with
warm suds. When all are ready, put
into the tubs and cover with tepid
water — never hot—but just luke-
warm. If the water be hard, stir a
borax into each
tubful.

On the morrow draw off the soak-
ing water, Wring each article hard;
return cach kind to its respective
tub, and wash in warm suds, made
with plenty of really good soap.
Unless the water be soft, add borax
again. It is perfectly harmless, soft-
ens the water, and tends to whiten
the clothes.

AVOID SODA

Abjure washing soda and all its
works! The average Jaundress is 80
wedded to it that, if it be denied to
her by employers, she will bring sur-
reptitious parcels of the drastic
destroyer into the laundry and add
gecretly. The owmer of the mal-

T
_ Much of the “good color”

ties and deplete the peckets of the
other. Borax is safe and efficient.
One pound (powdered) will soften
twenty gallons of water.

CLEAN AT LAST

When the clothes are elet.n—the
soiled plages rubbed out, and all of
uniform whiteness—rinse in clean,
hot water, and put into & boiler half
filled with tepid water, to which you
have added shredded soap and a ta-
blespoonful of kerosene, stirred in
well before the clothes are put in.
Never forget that boiling water
“gats” dirt, and that dirt will make
the ocontents of your hoiler hope-
lessly dingy. Do not have the boiler
so ful, that the water, in heating,
cannot bubble freely between the
clothes.  Boil gently for an hour, lift
out the wet linen with a wooden
clothes-stick, upon a wooden tray,
or into a clean tub; ag.in half fill
the boiler, as before, and put in &
second supply of olothes. Wash ta-
ble linen first, and, as in soaking, do
not mix it with bed or body linen.
Be scrupulously particular in this
geparation, even after both kinds
seern to be tlean. Now comes the
final rinsing. Have an .abundance
of clean, warm water, souse each ar-
ticle several times, shake hard, twist
with a pair of strong hands, and put
through the wringer. If there are
buttons upon any cle, turn them
inside with a fold or two over them,
that -they may not be broken or
gorn off in the wringer.
of &

Recipe for Kuchen (Reply to

line or bleaching-ground.
Our Talk next week will be upon
Starching, Bluing and Drying.

RECIPES

Cracker Corn: Bread.

Three cups of eornmeal, two cups of
cracker or bread ¢rumbs, two cups of sweet
milk, one cup of sour milk, one teaspoonful
of soda, one tei nful of salt.

Mix, and steal in small bakin powder
cans, greased, for one and one-half bours.
Very nice. M, E. 8.

“Anx-
jous Reader”).

Two compressed yeast cakes, one-half
pint of water, one and one-half pints of
two good-sized cu?s of sugar, two

8, one cup o shortening, one-

one of seedless

largeé lemon,

cup

our, also the

a ce to
is light, turn into the
i1k, into a nice soft

warm m and mix

quantity, so T would
the raised dough and
. let {t rise, bake in
' This is good, even
if kept in a jar or
too dry a place. Always
melted butter be
is put \ when
plain when “{t comes out of the oven.
Mrs, C. E. (Manchester, N. H.)

ad ey
How to Cure Hams.
FHogs should butghered In very
cold weather; the meat to
ze. ham trimmed nice-
3 past
the
Rub &
table- -
side of
-

h.
may be a large
Take a part of

good nature.

It you must discharge a domestic,

never do it in a moment of anger, even

it seem to you justifiabie.
Nao_ matter what the provocation, walt
until you can discharge without any
gign of temper. When parting, b
“nend all that she has done well, and let
her go feeling that she has your besi
wishes.

1f discharging because you are reduc-
ing expenses, oOr about to close your
house, then you owe {t to a good ser-
vant to do all 'in your power to get her
into a desirable situation as soon as
possible. But when a domestic has
roved entirely incompetent, or in any
way really objectionable for a mnice
family, it is very wrong to write her @
reference that may possibly be the
means of misleading others and induce
them to take her into their houses to
their sorrow.

Very objecllnnab\e traits or utter in-
competency are soon discovered, and
fow care anything about a reference
given after a very brief term of 8serv
ice, unless, in that time, the servant
proved herself extraordinarily capable
and was highly recommended by & for-
mer employer. ¢

AN AN AN AT AT PUUSSUBIPT

galt lightly on a
in tight boxes oF
barrels) ; the edges
of the hock,
then resalt,
the hams in salt two
take up the
hams, all
amount of DOW
tying a string aroun s hock.
holes in the ham. Smoke with red
hickory. The fire should he smothered with
wet rotten pine sap wood, When cooked
wash with soap and warm water, and rinse
with cold water. Hams should be boiled
plénty of water, usually
or until done
R. M. (Norfolk, Va.).

glowly and with
about three hours,

Steamed Brown Bread.

One cup of rye meal (not_flour),
of Indlan meal, one cup of Gral
one cup of milk,
one teaspoonful,

sift fl
to mix
molasses and stir 1

turni! into &
mnnﬁom 2




