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A MOST SERIOUS QUESTION.

Reports which are being received
daily from the creeks indicate plainly
that the scarcity of water is prov.ing
a serious drawback to mining opera-
tions. As far as our information ex-
tends there is not a créek in the en-
tire district but what is affected to
a greater or less extent. In numer-
ous instances preparations for sum-
mer work have heen postponed or en-
tirely abandoned owing to the fact
that no water is available for sluic-
ing purposes. '

Claims which under proper con-
ditions would be employing in the
aggregate hundreds of men are lying
idle on account of the low stage of
water in the creeks.

The situation has become sufficient-
ly serious” to command the attention
of the entire community. The com-
mercial and property interests of
Dawson are invglved in the prosper-
ity of the mining industry. The pulse

u}f'tude responds automatically to |

the conditions which prevail on the
creeks. When the mines are working
steadily and giving employment to
their full quota of men business in
this city is correspondingly brisk and
vice versa—~when work s slack bus-
iness is dull, ¢

It, therefore, from no otheér motive
than self-interest, every possible aid
should be extended from this city in
accomplishing a  satisfactory solu-
tion of this most momentous prob-

The Nugget believes that.-mo plan
involving private monopoly of the
water supply of the district will be
in any respect ncceptable. The hold
which such & monopoly would be
given over the individual claim own-
ets of the district would be altogeth-
or too strong, as witness the pro-
visiony- contemplated in the Tread-
gold grant. No advantage would ge-
_erue to the mining industry from any
such arrangement. Dependence upon

~ a corporation seeking nothing but the

. promotion of its own interests would
- simply mean that the cost of water
~ to the miner would be kept at the
very highest possible figure.
The plan suggested of a w%ﬂr sys-
tem instatied under government di-
rection and with charges for service
. fixed as low as would be consistent
. with first cost and expense of oper-
ation, commends itsell as being near-
* gr a practicable solution of the sit-
uation than any other idea thus far
advanced. :
* The additional indirect revenues
which would accrue to the govern-
ment as the result of the establish-
ment of a water system
lines suggested would make fhe
vestment a profitable one
government standpoint. An immed-
" iate impetus would result tothe min-
ing industry which would be reflect-
ed in the government’s receipts from
Yoyalty, lieenses, renewals, customs
and all other sources ol federal rev-
It s _obvious that in essaying the
accomplishment of an undertaking so

will present. themselves. The history
- ol this country has proven conclus-
ively, however, that when the people

4 Chinanien

“vast in its scope, many difficulties

stand together for the attainment of

‘water situation on the creeks
. received at this office and
published in due time. It is

prehensive and reliable information is
absolutely necessary as a stepping
stone in the direction of interesting
the iévemnmnt in the question. When
it is clearly shown to how  great an
extent the scarcity of water aflects
the mining industry and all lines of
trade which are dependent wpon it,
reasonable hope may be felt that the
government will interest itself in the
matter.

For the attainment of this purpose,
therefore, the Nugget extends an in-
vitation to all who may be interest-
ed in or have knowledge of the facts
surrounding - the ~situation to make
use of the columns of this paper for
the purpose of letting their views be
known to the public,
Continued discussion the

will in

Parties who have recently returned
from the Miller and Glacier creek
country report the road to those dis-
tricts to be in many places practic-

treme difficulty in ‘making the trip
while transportation by teams is im-
possible. Dawson is losing a consid-
erable volume of trade by reason of
this condition, The natural source
of supply for all that country is this
city but until the roads are in good
condition the volume of traffic is cer-
tain to remain small. - The opportun-
ity which lies before Dawsen of be-
coming the trade center for the near-
by American mining district should
not be allowed to pass by. The bus-
iness can be brought to this city'very
readily il proper trai‘.port&tion fac-
ilities are furnished. Otherwise it
will .be lost. '

The water guestion will grow and
increase in importance as time
elapses. To make the vast deposits’
of low grade dirt which cover thous-
ands of acres of virgin territory
available, cheap water for sluicing
must be furnished. The claims whete
pans of $100 were the regulation
thing are pretty well worked out.
The future of the country rests large-
ly in the profitable development of
ground of moderate richness. The
key to the situation rests almost en-
tirely in a successful solusion of the
water guestion. 7

T T  E

The present summer will determine
to some extent at least what is to
be expected from the guarte resour-
ces of the camp. Several properties
will be opened up and a practical
demonstration made of the valua-
tions carriedl as well of the extent of
the ledges which it is believed have
been located. The knowledge that
one quartz mine has been placed up-
on a paying basis will attract all
the capital in this direction that the
country requires. . The average capi-
talist is like the traditional Missouri-
an, but when he is once shown, he is
usually willing to do his part,

- R RN
The citizens of Whitehorse ‘have es-
tablished o very wise precedent in
turning back a band of Chinamen
{who were headed in this direction.
are not wanted cin this
country and the sooner that fact is
clearly understood the better it will
be for all parties concerned. It would
be a first class idea to have the facts
in connection with the Whitehorse
episode published broadcast over the
coast.  Knowledge of what they
would be likely to encounter will
doubtless. deter” ‘the celestials - from:
making 'anything like a determined
effort to invade the Yukon.

g e

lﬁrtm Van Buren, the cleverest

{ed States, always said that he pre-
ferved walking & hundred miles  to
writing a letter. There is a point
contained in Van Buren's philosophy
| which local politicians might follow
with advantage—particularly when it
comes to writing letters which may
alterwards be produced in court.

e
Brother Beddoe seems to find much
satisfaction in~ the knowledge that
filteen electors are sufficient to nom-
inate a man for parliament.
=S

hibit genuine simmering symptoms.
In the not distant future it may
: k- ]
Just as a soft answer ‘tu
away wrath so does a soft govern:

jment berth suppress opposition.

end produce results. ‘

ally impassible. Pack horses find ex- |

politician ever produced in the Unit- p

The political pot has begun to ex-|

be

EACH MUST
PAY COSTS

New Order in Council
Received

Parties in Litigation before the
Gold Commsssioner Must
Pay for Resurveys.

Gold Commissioner Senkler yester-
day received a new order in council
which may haye a tendency to deter
many people from rushing into need-
less litigation. Under the new rul-
ing parties dissatisfied with a survey
and applying for another must put up
each one-hall the costs of such re-
survey. The order in council in full
is as follows :

"“Whereas section 75 of the regula-
tions for the disposal of quartz min-
ing claims on Dominion lands in
Manitoba, ' the Northwest territory
and the Yukon territory, made and
established by order in council dated
21st March, 1898, as amended by sub-
sequent orders in council, provides as
i follows :

“I{ the mining recorder or gold
commissioner decides that it is ne-
cessary to a proper decision of the
matter in issue to have an investiga-
tion on the ground, or in cases 'of
disputed boundaries or measurements
to employ a Dominion land surveyor
to measure or survey the land in
question, the expense of the inspec-
tion or remeasurement or re-survey,
as the case may be, shall be borne by
the litigants, who shall pay into the
hands of the mining recorder or gold
commissioner in equal parts, such
sum as he may think sufficient for
the same before it takes place ; oth-
erwise it shall not proceed and the
party who refuses to pay such sum
shall be adjudged in default. The said
mining recorder or gold commission-
er ‘shall subsequently decide in what
proportion the said expense should be
borne by the parties respectively and
the surplussage, if any, shall then be
returned to the parties, as he may
rorder ; b ;

“And whereas, the question has
been raised as to whether or not this
section may be acted wupon in the
case of placer mining claims, and it
is deemed advisable to settle this
question : ;

‘“Therefore the governor.general in
council is pleased to order and doth
order that the ordinance governing
the hearing and decision of disputes
in relation to mining claims in the
Yukon territory made by the gover-
nor general in council on the 18th
day of March, 1801, shall be and the

thereto section 756 above guoted of
the regulations for the dis of
quartz mining claims on Do) n
lands in Manitoba, the . Northwest
territories and the Yuken territory.”
Capt. Baker Dead. ;

New Westminster, June 21. — The
death of Richard H. Baker, one oi
the best known and, most popular
captains on the Fraser river, occur-
red last night, severe hemorrhages
following typhoid fever. Deceased was
56 years old and leaves a widow, two
sons and a daughtei, He was a na-
tive of Dartmouth, Devonshire, - and
came here thirty years ago aboard
H.M.S. Zealous. Since then he had
commanded several of the river
steamers, and more than any one else
built up the business on the ‘south
arm of the river. For -the last three
years he had captained the C. P. N.
Co.'s steamer Transfer, having pre-
viously sold out his large interest in

was a member of the Workmen and
Oddfellows, which latter body - will
conduct the funeral tomorrow aiter-
noon,

Clarke Case Still on

The case of Jospeh Andyew Clarke,
charged by Edward O’Donnell with
the misappropriation of $1135, was
called on preliminary hearing yester-
ay afternoon before Police Magis-
trate Wroughton and is still on trial
this afternoon, having been adjourned
1 yesterday until 2 p.m. today.
number of witnesses have been ex-
“there is a likelihood

bearing will be completed
this evening, otherwise it will be
continued umtil Saturday, tomorrow
‘being observed by the courts as a

.
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For New Uoods
~Mr. J. P. McLennan ieaves ior the

of
stock of goods. He will visit the
principal eastern markets before re-
turning. *

"Kelly & Co., Leading Druggists.

same is hereby amended by adding

4#the memory
have

People will tell you that the days
of romance are gone, never to.re-
turn ; but my strange experience in
Venice, in the winter season of 1894,
changed my opinion on the subject
once and for all,

I had at that time a business com-
mission in the larger towns of Italy
and from Verona I was going on to
Venice., In my compartment was a
young Italian—a rather nasty look-
ing fellow, clad in a curious green
traveling cloak. We did not speak to
ome-gnother, and as it was very cold,
1 curled myself up in my corner and
went to sleep, wishing inwardly that
I had had the forethought to bring a
{nice warm overcoat with me like
that of my companion.

When 1 awoke we were apparently
nearing Venice, and I was the only
joccupant of the carriage. Where the
1talian had got out I did not know,
but, curiously enough, he had left his
cloak behind him. It was a new pag-
ment, warmly lined, and I slipped it
over my shoulders, 'intending to hand
it over to the officials at Venice.
Ten minutes Jater the train steamed
into the station, and I tumbled out
to look after my luggage. There were
a good many people in the train, and
in my eagerness ] quite forgot that
I was wearing a cloak which did not
{ belong to me, and which I ought to
hand over forthwith to the lost pro-
perty office. :

Outside the station there were the
usual ecrowds of pérsuasive gondoliers
{plying for hire, and the whole scene
{was one of bustle and confusion. It
| was now late at night, and the lights
jof the station, reflected in the inky
| black water, had a weirdly pictur-
|esque eflect. Presently a gondolier
écame toward me, gave me a search-
ing glance which took me in from
head to foot, and then inquired, with
a courtly bow, if he might have the
Honor of taking the signor to his
hotel. T signified my assent, and in
a few moments my belongings and
mysell were more or less ‘snugly
stowed away. With a few strokes my
gondolier drew clear of the crowd at
the station, and we were presently
gliding down the broad hosom of the
Grand Canal. .

The night was cold, and there was
& kind of damp frostiness in the bit-
ing wind which sighed across the la-
goon. Instinctively I drew my cloak
closely around me, and them-tealized
with a jerk that I had quite forgot-
ten to deliver it to the railway of-
fictals. ‘“How forgetiud of me,” I
thought. ‘‘But, never mind ! 1 will
send a messenger from the hotel with
it tomorrow morning."

The anciesit palazzo, now turned in-
to a plebeian hotel, at which I had
engaged rooms, was situated on a
side canal some little distance from
the Grand Canal, and we were pre-
sently threading a maze of narrow
waterways, lit only by twinkling
lamps which threw straggling . lines
of light across the inky water. Ev-
erything was absolutely quiet, for
Venice is indeed a silent city when
night falls on the scene. Occasional-
ly, but very rarely, a gondola would
cross our path, and every now and
then there came the monotonous
chant of my gondolier, as we neared
a point where the cbnal branched off.
“Sa sta!'” he would chant, as we
turned to the right ; “‘sa premi !’ as
we dived into some devious water-
way to the left ; while il we were
keeping straight on, ‘‘lungo eh !”"
rolled across the water from his
lips.

It seemed to me that we were tak-
ing rather a long time. to reach the
hotel, but as I had not been in Ven-
ice before, I did not like to say any-
thing. Presently, however, the gon-
dola ran alongsideé a sort ol decayed
stone quay, above which towered a
closely shuttered house, evidently of
Lconsiderable antiguity. =~ .. .

“Surely this is not the Hotel
- 77 T cried, in surprise ; ‘‘it looks
more like a dungeon.” ; )

The gondolier bowed low. *‘It is
not, signor,” be said ; ‘“‘the hotel is
down the passage on the left, and I
will do myself the pleasure of con-
ducting your excellency thither.”

He stepped off the gondola, tossed
a loop of rope over a stone projec-
tion, and me toward a narrow

I bad not noticed. At
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. Inwardiy ,
friendly Italian merchant at Verona
who had recommended me to such a
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In Hands of the Mafia

houses surged into my brain until I
felt sick with terror.

Presently 1 was laid down, none
too gently, on a bench. Then came
the shutting of a door, and silence. 1
tried to rise to my feet, but during
the brief period I had been carried
along my captors had contrived to
bind me, so that I now found it im-
possible to move. My thoughts at
this time were none too pleasant. I
realized that if I never left my pris-
on alive no one would be very much
the wiser, and the reflection did not
make me feel any more comfortable.

I was not left to myself for long.
Presently I heard footsteps close to
me, the cover over my head was torn
off, my footstraps removed, and I
was led from the room by a wierd-
looking figure in a mask and hood.
He bore an uncomfertable resem-
blance to a member of the Spanish
Inquisition. \

We emerged into a brilliantly light-
ed room, filled to overflowing with
men, all clad in the same somber
garb of mask and hood. As my
gaoler drew me in a kind of muffled
roar went up from the assembly and
those nearest to me shook their fists
in my face. Suddenly a tall man at
the far end of the room moved to-
ward me, the others making way for
him respectiully.

For a moment, he gazed earnestly
into my face. Then he turned angrily
to my gaoler. ‘‘What, in the name of
heaven, does this mean 7"’ he hissed.
‘““You have brought the wrong man!’’

Instantly consternation reigned in
‘the room, and everybody crowded
round to examine me, while the gaol-
er tried to explain things. Up to this
moment I had been more or less in a
dream — the rapidity with which
events succeeded one another had
confused me—but now I found my
tongue.

“I do not know what is the mean-
ing of the outrage to which I have
been subjected,”’ I said, “‘but if you
have any doubts as to my identity I
may tell you at once that T am an
Englishman, Charles Raymond by
name, and I have come from Verona
today. I have papers in my pockets
to prove it.”” ¥

The leader heard me out, then he
beckoned to me to follow him. Me-
chanically I obeyed, and he led me
into a small ante-room. Then' he
turned to me. “Sir,”’ he said, in
most excellent English, “‘we owe you
a profound apology, and also an ex-
planation. But, first of all, will you
tell us how it is that you are wear-
ing that green cioak 7'

In a few words I explained how I
came to be possessed of the coat.

The eyes behind the mask smiled.
“Yes,” he said, “‘I see now how the
whole thing has happened: We were
on the lookout for a member of our
society—a member who has violated
his commands. He was known only
1o, the members of our inner circle,
but our humble instruments were
told to look out for a man in a green
cloak and to bring him hither. 1
much regret that you should have
been the victim of so unfortunate a
mistake. It is a pity, too, that the
traitor has temporarily escaped us ;
he-must have received 3 warning. At
what point did you say he left the
train 1"’

and he nodded gravely. “It is of lit-
tle moment,”” he said, ‘‘the scoundrel
will not get far.” ‘

“And now,” confinued my myster-
ious interlocutor, ‘‘I can see you are
eaten up with curiosity as to whe
and what we are. Is it not so? 1
thought so !  But, unfortunately, I
am not at liberty to tell you any-
thing. I want you nmow to give me
your solemn promise, on your honor
as an Englishman, to say nothing to
any person in Venice of your adven-
ture of tomight. I know you Eng-
lish; and I know that if you pass
your word.you will keep it. Having-
given me this promise, you shall be
conveyed to your hotel without de-
lay, and we shall be bappy - to re-
compense you for the inconvenience
we have caused you." :

The politeness of the man—he was
evidently a gentleman to his finger-
tips—~fascinated me, and I gave my
parole quite willingly. Forthwith,
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I told him as nearly as possible,"

promise, I told him nothing,
tumbled off to bed as saon as
sible. As I was undressing an
lope fell out of my side pocket, and,
on picking it up, I found enciosed
Italian bank notes to the value of
250 lire—roughly £10. There was
ndthing else in, the envelope, and I
could only surmise that the money
had been slipped into my pocket by
way of compensation for my weird
adventure.

One thing more. Two days later 1
was chatting with a merchant in his
office close to the Rialto when my
eye caught a paragraph in an Italian
paper on his desk. It was very brief.
It simply recounted how a man, un-
known, who had been arrested ior
vagrancy, had been found stabbed to
the heart in the jail at Verona. The
dagger with which he had heen killed
bore an inscription which showed be-
yond a doubt that the deed was the
work of the dreaded Mafia.

The merchant saw the paragraph
and shuddered. ‘‘Fancy being killed

and
Pog-

enve-

even in a prison cell,”’ he said. ‘“No
one can escape the Mafia !’
And I shuddered with him. — The

Traveler.

BIG DEAL IN
REAL ESTATE

Harry . Hershberg Buys
of Wm. McPhee

The First Avenue Property Now
Occupied by  Palmer
Brothers.

Yesterday money w d
deed signed which conveyed \fror
William McPhee to Harry [Hershberg

that centrally “located an valuaple
First avenue property which ong
been occupied by Palmer Bros. as a
wholesale and retail grocery store
meat market. :

The price paid by Mr. Hershberg
for the property is not stated, neith-
er is it stipulated in the deed, which
names only the nominal sum of §10
as having changed hands in connec-
tion with the big deal.

Mr. Hershberg \Stated yesterday
evening that he 1l get possession
of his newly wﬂreﬂ property in
time to have “WE»thoroughly over-
hauled ugd repaired and ready for
him to occupy with his popular Seat-
tle Clothing Store by the first of
September. He will py the en-
tire property which is “feet front
by 100 feet in depth. By the time
the building is occupied by the popu-
lar clothiers it will be the finest,
most commodious and tastily ar-
ranged store in Dawson:

Palmer Bros. have not yet _an-
nounced their intentions but as their
business is a very large one there is
no doubt but that it will be con-
tinued in new quarters and on a
more extensive scale than ever. It
is reported that they will erect a
ieicaniile building on Third avenue
‘which thoroughfare is rapidly com-
ing to the front as the business cen-
ter of Dawson.

¥ Allman’s Bum Lamps.
Some time ago Edward Kershaw
performed certain labor for Joseph
Allman, the bathhouse proprietor,
and last night when they went to
settle they indulged in a fist fight.
Both were in court this morning, the
color of Allman’s right optic being
such as would cause a Georgia camp-
meeting to look like a freshly Tallen
snow flake or a dark tight to go
'way back and sit down. There was
only -evidence of one blow landing
but that it was of the pile driving,

doubt.

One man swore the other struck

sort of pull Dick, pull Devil affair.
As there was no corroborative evi-
dence, both charges were dismissed.

Verdict l; Sweeney.

sensa-

battering ram variety there was no
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