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Land Value Taxation in Canada

THE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDLE

A Review of the Situation in Various
Canadian Piovinces

RITERS and speakers connect
od with the sorld-wide mave
ment for the taration of lgnd
values constantly mfer W
Canada. agd particularly Mani
toba, ¢ an svample of the prosperity
which the application of the theories
of Heary George will being to any com
mupity shich sdopted them. Yet fow
people know what progreds the move
ment s really making in this country

Even the majority of the beneficiaries
of this system of taration are. as it were
enlerinining an amgel unavares. It
sale Lo predict. however. that the farmens
of Manitoba and Alberta would streanous
Iy resist any sttempt to make them pay
taves gpon their improvements. It W
in the west that the movement has made
the prealest progress. in the eastern
provioces farmers, as well a8 town'olk
still pay tases upon their improvements
A strong movement in favor of the reform
has lately been started by the Single
Tar Amociation of Ostarie

Over 900 municipalition, includiae the
cithes of Mtawa, Torente, Windeor
Chatham, Loadon and Port William,
have signed a petition to the proviacisl
legislature for power to tar i mprovement
values al & lower rate than land values
The Montreal Lesgue for the Tasation
of Land Values is also working for the
adoption of this system in the city of
Montreal and the province of Quebec
Our friends in the east would do well
to t by the experience of the peagle
of Saskatchewan and to beware of lmit-
ations

In ten municipalities in the province
of Saskatchewan the plan of raising oll
loesl revenues by the tasstion of land
values was adopted and gave entire
smtisfaction, to all bet land speculators
A joker had, however, been inserted in
the law limiting the amount that counld
be raised from this source to four cents
on the dollar

In places with large needs and small
land values suflicient revenue conld not
be raised, owing to the four cent limit

Moral: Reware of the joker

In Alberta taxable property is divided
into three classes

First, Rural property; second, Village
property. third. Town or City property

Land is the only property assessed ynder
the first class, anel l‘o‘: rate of taxation
is levied at so much per acre without
repard to-the value of the land

This, it will be observed, is & tax on
land area, not on land value, & very im-

that distinction. especially from the
armers’ View point

Village Assessments

Village assessments are based upon
the ®alue of the real and personal property
within the village, but in the case of
the improvement taces there is a providon
made whereby the Council of ang village
may obtain permission from the Govern-
ment Lo base their assessments on the
value of land exclusive of the improve.
ments thereon by presenting a petition
signed by two-thirds of the ratepayers
of the village. This latter system of
sssessment is in use in many of the
villages throughout the province. It is
found to work out in a very salisfactory
manner, and the number of villages using
this system is continually increasing.

This is the real thing—The taxation of
all land values, exclusive of all improve.
ments, which gives satisfaction to all
honest men wherever Fdopled.

The system of assessment in vogue
in most of the towns and cities is assess.
ment according to the actual value of
the land exclusive of the improvements
thereon, and there is no assessment
of personal property. This system of
assessment commends itsell to the people
of the province as a fair method of tax-
ation, and all cities which have lately
received chartérs of incorperation are
using it in preference to the system
whereby assessment is levied on both real
and personal property. This taxation of
land is supplemented by a Business Tax,
and L mall degree by an Income Tax.

Business taxes and income taxes always
tend to nullify the good effects of land
value taxation.

In the foregoing statements about
Alberta it is only fair to add that I have
guute-l largely from a paper read by

ir John Perrie, the commissioner for
that provipce, to the International Tax

Amociation, st Toreate. in October, 1908
Manitoba Tavation

Ia Masitoba the system of erempting
improavements from (s
municipalities bhas oliained for over
30 years The law requires the land te
be assessed ot e full value, but under
assesaments prevall and much injustice
oceurs through the lasity of the ssemsors
and the apathy of the people In the
towns and oities of this proviece the
groeval practice is 1o tax everything in
sight. Thes it will be seen. that the
rural districts are more advanced in
this matter than the whan districis

It would be eveeedingly diflcult to
convince the prople of Manitoba and Al
berta that the exemption of his improve.
ments from tasstion s hurting the
farmer; yet this is one of the pet ob
jections—usually put forth by land
speculators —to land value tass ia
other countries. In Csnadian towns and
cities some progress has been made alee

In Alberia improvements are usually
exempt  from tasalion but frontage
taven, licenses, tases on fSoor space,
and income Laves, Are common

Another exemplification of the old
proverb that the children of darkness are
wiser than the ehildren of lght

The increase in lansdl value is enormous-
Iy grealer and quicker in towms and
cities than in rural districts. and where
the enrcams s there will the engles be
gathered together

Speculators’ Attitude

Land speculators flock “to the towms
and cities and these gentlemen are very
actively interested in keeping tazation
from falling wpon land values Esemp-
tions are ancther source of injw
In Winnipeg property valued at $23.405.-
S0 is exempt from taxation The total
value of property assessed for lazalion
is §I07.807.500. Thus, about one-ffth
of the assessable property escapes tavation
Last year the commission which was
app doted Lo inguire into the system of
tatation in Winnipeg recommended that
land should be assessed at its full value
and buildings at twothirds of thelr
value: also that the land owned by
churches should be tasved according to
its value, the buildiags to remain evempt
No sction has yet been laken by the
legislature upon the commissioners’ report

In British Columbia the towns of
Nanaimo and Oak Hay esempt all im-
provements frém taxation. Vancouver
assgeses buildings at twenty-fve per cent
of their value, and the town of Nelson
levies a tax of 43 mills on land values and
1 mill on improvements

This briefl review of the situation
shows that the people of western Canada
are almost unconsciously adopling the
theories of social reform advocated by
Hanry George and set forth in the follow-
ing terse passage in “Progress and
Poverty.”

“What 1. therefore. propose as the
simple, yet sovereign remedy, whicl will
raise wages, increase the earnings of
capital, extirpate panperism, abolish
poverty, give remunerative employment
to whoever wished it, afford free scope
to human powers, lessen crime, elevate
morals, and/ taste, and intelligence,
purify goverfiment and carry civilization
to yet nobler heights, is—to appropriate
rent by taxation.

“We may put the proposition in a
practical form by proposing—To abelish
all taxation save that on land values.”

We have started timidly toward the
goal he so clearly pointed out. We are
upon the right road, it is now only a
matler of keeping on. The greatest
curse from which Canada suffers today
is land speculation.

Speculation in timber-land, coal-land,
oil-land, agricultural-land, city and sub-
urban land, mineral deposits and fishing
rights.

Too much of the wealth we produce
finds its way into the pockets of politicians
and speculating monopolists. Wealth is

s in rend

like manure, no good unless it is spread. |

Vast accumulations of wealth are like
dung hills. The latter corrupt the

physical atmosphere, the former corrupt |
1

the moral atmosphere.

Free literature upon land value taxa-
tion can be had from F. J. Dixon, secre-
tary of the Manitoba League for the Taxa-
tion of Land Values. 260 Ellen Street,
Winnipeg, Manitoba
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Ship direct to he

Mullins Tanning & Mfg. Co., Ltd.

WINNIPEG, and get TOP MARKET PRICES.
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Cook Patent Self-holding End Clevis

" e N .

e " WP ey - \ TO PUT On reom pace

wmtan ¥ Wit TREL Oy

PSS P W@ e

WNITLE TRLL AND TuRM

MALLEABLE IRON
NOYI FTaVITIVIN

f‘ CANNOT FALL OUT UNTIL TUuRNE

TOWARDS WAGON

SELLING AGENTS WANTED

Samp'e Post-paid 50¢. W. RUTT, 501 McGreevy Block.
Address Correspondence to Post Office Box, 175, Winnipeg

SEND YOUR NAME
for our CATALOGUE

Selecting Field
Roots for Se-d

Seed Guide for the Western Grower
Compiled by a Western Agriculturist

This entirely new and beautifully illustrated Catalogue of STEELE BRIGGS
should be in the hands of enrf Westerner. It isa reliable PILOT to the
s

lanter, guiding from the shoals of unsuitable varieties and steering to BEST
RESULTS FROM GARDEN AND FIELD CROPS. Send your mame
or & copy.

Steele Briggs Seed Co., Winnipeg, Canada
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