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My Bible.
BT REV. R. HOTT. 

Bible!—Blessed Bible !
Tressa re of the besrt !

Wh.t .weet consolation 
Doth thy page impart !

In the fiercest trial,
In the deepest grief,

Strength, and hope, and comfort, 
In each holy leaf.

Bible,—let me clasp thre,
Anchor of the soul !

When the storm i« raging, - 
When the water, roll,

When the frowning heavens 
Darken every star.

And no hopeful beacon 
Olimmereth afar,

Be my refuge, Bible !
Then be thou my stay,

Guide me on life’» billow.
Light the dreary way.

Tell me of the morrow.
When a sun shall rise,

That shall glow forever.
In unclouded skies,

Tell me of that heaven 
In the rlimrs above.

Where the hnrk rides safely 
In a sea of lore.

Bible !—let me deep thee !
Chronicle divine.

Of a win Id"# redemption,
Of a Saviour, mine !

Wisdom for the simpli’,
Riches for the poor,

Hope for the desponding.
For the sick, a cure.

Rest for all the weary,
Ransom for the slave,

Courage for the fearful,
Life beyond the grave !

Bible !—Blessed Bible !
Treasure of the heart,

What sweet consolation 
Doth thy page impart !—

Ln the fiercest trial,
In the deepest grief,

Strength, and hope, and comfort, 
In each holy leaf.

Giving Made Easy.
BY REV. JOHN* TODD, D. D.

Those upon whom we most depend for the real 
charities of the church, are not those who are na
turally generous. They are the men who naturally 
lore money, and to whom giving is not easy. This 
desire for property makes them economical, sav
ing and industrious. Every tendency of their 
■store and life is to retain and keep what they 
acquire. And yet another principle may and 
doe* oome in. that of love to Christ, and that of 
conscience, which opens the heart and the purse, 
and makes it easy to become benevolent. The 
stronger man comes in and spoils the goods. 
Let no one think, then, because he is naturally 
covetous, be can never learn to be “a cheerful 
giver,” and give easy. Now for a few bints.

Don't feel that you must he sure you are doing 
for worthy objects—when you give.

It would be easier to give if we knew that 
every one whom we benefiited was worthy, or 
would be thankful, or would make a good use of 
our benefaction. But it is not on this principle 
thawChrist teaches us to act. Among the five 
thousand whom he fed with a miracle, were there 
not many who were unworthy ? Nay, so far 
from making a good use of it, they perverted it, 
and wanted to make him a king, so that they 
might be fed on miracles, and live without work. 
—And when he says, •• the poor ye have always 
with you,” does he mean to teach that these poor 
WÜ! always be worthy—be deserving—be thank
ful ? We are to give as God gives us air, and 
water, and light, and space—not to the just and 
thankful only, but to the evil and unthankful.— 
What if, in some cases, they do abuse what you 
give, it is not your property they abuse, it is 
Christ’s. You have given it to him. Did not 
our Saviour work miracles for the nine who re
turned not to give thanks, and doubtless for mul
titudes who would and did scorn him—or cer
tainly never did thank him ? Don't worry, as 
to what becomes of your money, after it has gone 
out of your hands, it may go directly into Bi
bles, or it may make boxea to put Bibles in. It 
«say feed the missionary who is preaching sal
vation, and it may go into the coffin that encloses 
his body. It may be used the most economically 
possible, and it may be wasted. That is no con
cern of yours. You are not accountable after 
you have given to such objects as your conscv 
en ce approves.

2. Set apart statedly a certain part of your 
income for Christ.

I am not to say how much you must give. The 
Bible don't say, It says, “give full measure, 
pressed down, running over,” “ give without 
grudging,” God loveth a cheerful giver." “ Let 
every one of you set apart—as^God bath pros
pered him.” Freely ye have received, freely 
give.” “ He that aoweth bountifully «hall reap 
bountifully." But after all, it is left to your con
science to soy how much each one is to give. 
But the point I wish to urge is, that every one 
have a drawer, or a box, devoted solely to charity 
money. Whenever you hove money come in, 
Whether it be from Bank stock, from shipping 
or from trading, from the farm, or for the eggs 
you sell, ask at once, conscientiously, bow much 
of that belongs to Christ ? Whatever it be, at 
enc* put it in hie box ! There now ! It is no 
longer yours !—Don’t touch it spy more than you 
would borrow bread from the Communion Table 
—till the time comes to band it over to bis cause 
You will find it easy to give after you Bave once 

‘ put it in the box.—This plan I have tried with 
great success, it cultivates the conscience, it 
cherishes self-denial, and it enables you to give 
without grudging. And unless you do this, or 
something like it, you will be surprised, on ac
curate calculation to find how little you really 
give in the course of*îhe year !
'I must insist upon it that every man will great

ly over-estimate his good deed*, unless be keep 
an accurate account of them. Laying aside sta 
tedly, or, whenever you have money come in. 
and conscientiously too, will make it all plain 
and easy. Toe charity call comes round (you 
wonder how it can come so soon again ;) and

you don't have to contrive how to raise the 
money, nor hew little it will do to give. The 
money is ready to the box. Hand it over free
ly, and trot that the box will be filled again. Be 
rare and pot into the box till you fed it—feel 
that you must go without this nr that—feel that 
it is really a sacrifice,—* With such sacrifices 
aa cotta at self-denial “ God it well pleated.” 
None others are seen flees.

3, One to Christ and look to him for the re
ward.

My leaden may btoeh for my old Puritan no
tions, and think me " behind the age,” when 1 
solemnly want my generation, that a vast amount 
now going under the name of charity is not cher 
ity. I fear it is a stench before the Lord. What 
kind of giving to Christ is it when you pass your 
money into the fair, into the rsffie, into th 
“ charity ball,” into “ the private theatrical," and 
expect and demand that you get the worth of 
your money, in sight-seeing, in the raffle, in the 
dance or in the amusement ? You buy amuse
ments, and you have them. You seek your re
ward in those ways, and you have it ; but you 
must not expect Christ will reckon it as charity. 
* Freely ye have received, freely give—hoping 
for nothing again.” It will be «aid we raise vast
ly more money in this way. So we do. But 
mala porta, mala dilabuntar. Does it have the 
blessing of God coming down on the giver, and 
on the receiver, as if given to Christ ? “ Chari-
idee” raised in these ways may he investments, 
and you may get the worth of your money : but 
it is a misnomer to call them charities. And 
yet, are not multitudes congratulating themselves 
on their hopes of a great reward hereafter, because 
they give money by the handful in this way. It 
that only is charity which is given .out of love and 
regard to the Saviour, how much charity have we 
going up with our prayers ? It may be you give 
from patriotism—love for our country. I am 
glad of it. I rejoice in it ; but why must you have 
your pay down in amusements, and ruffles, and 
theatres, and dances ? Why can’t you trust 
Christ for at least a part of your reward ?

4. If you would have giving easy, give cheer- 
fully.

1 have an impression that » kiss which ;our 
little child runs to give you is far sweeter than 
one given you because you sternly cominfn:’ 
it And does not our Saviour so esteem it? 
“ God loveth a cheerful giver.” Does he love 
any other giver ? If you shrug your shoulders 
and scowl, every time you are called upon for 
charity, you do not give cheerfully.—Give grudg
ingly, and you loee it all. Y'ou have nothing 
but pain in giving, and you will have no reward 
hereafter. You would not grudge to give the 
Saviour a meal of victuals, or a warm garment, 
or to carry him off eight or ten miles to preach, 
would you P You would not grudge to wash and 
bind up the wounds of Paul and Silas, bleeding 
from scourging would you ? Then why not 
meet every call that humanity makes, as Christ 
did—promptly and cheerfully. “ 1 will come and 
heal him.” What I mean is, that you ihould 
cultivate the habit of giving cheerfully, and- it 
will then be easier every time. Try being a col
lector one year, and see how you will find some 
all ready, handing to you cheei fully, wishing it 
were more, thanking you for calling, while oth
ers look and act aa if you had come to rob them, 
and they must buy off with aa small a sum as 
they possibly can. You feel that the hill of Zion 
whieh you are raking has become a fern pasture.

My dear brother and sister in Christ, 1 beg you 
not to sit for the picture of “ the covetous roan, 
whom the Lord abhorreth.” The pen ol inspi
ration bath written but few texts more fearful 
than that

Self-Conceit.
Let no man think more highly of himself than ho 

ought ts think.—Romans xil, 3.
What a vast alteration would take place in 

society if this' reasonable rule were to be attend
ed to ! If every one were to fall into his pro
per place in self-estimation, (as he must eventu
ally do in the estimation of others,) how mauy 
mistakes, how much (notification, would be pre
vented ! For it is in every sense true, that “ he 
that exalteth himself shall be abased.” They 
who value themselves on any account too highly, 
will certainly receive that mortifying re quest from 
one and another, “ Friend, go down lower.” 
How wise, then, how secure are they who vo
luntarily take the lowest room !

He that is down need fea: no fall.
But it requires yedrs and experience to know 

ouselves : hence it is that self-conceit is the fault 
of youth ; while we look for true modesty among 
the wise, the learned, and the venerable.

How much better would it be to learn our 
own insignificance by observation and reflection, 
than to have it discovered to us by our friends 
and neighbors ! Yet it often requires very broad 
hint» from those around us before we even begin 
to suspect that we had rated ourselves too high
ly ; and sometimes even this will not do ; rather 
than suppose themselves mistaken, some will 
imagine all the world to bo so, and conclude that 
their merits are overlooked.

In most things, the more we can help our
selves the better ; and he that would have his 
business done must do it himself ; but here it is 
just the reverse. If we set but one step toward 
our own exaltation, we shall assuredly" have to 
take two or three downward for our pains. To 
deserve esteem is in our power, but if we claim 
it we cease to deserve, and shall certainly for
feit it.

Young people, at the period when they are 
acquiring knowledge, are very liable to self-con
ceit i and thus, by their own folly, defeat the 
great purpose of instruction ; which is not to 
make them vain, but irise. They are apt to for
get that knowledge is not for show, but for use ; 
and that the deaire to exhibit what they know 
is invariably a proof of their acquirements being 
superficial.

Besides, like most other faults, self-conceit is 
no solitary failing, but ever brings many more 
in its train. They who are very desirous to 
shir* themselves, are always envious of the at
tainments of others ; and, like llie weed in the 
fable, will be ingenious in discovering defects in 
those who are more accomplished than them
selves. The vain have no rest unless I hey are 
uppermost, and more conspicuous than all around 
them. i.The most interesting pursuits cannot 
render retirement agreeable; concealment to 
them is wretchedness.

There is no generous sentiment, no amiable 
disposition, no warm affection but is chilled and

S ighted by the secret influence of self-conceit ; 
and perhaps there ere sons who more frequently 
or more effectually transgress the spirit of that 
great commandment of the law—“to love our 
neighbor as ourselves,” than the vais. How 
many are there who, while they would tremble 
at the Idea of defrauding a companion of any 
part of her property, will not temple to use a 
a thousand little artifices to rival and supplant 
her In the opinion of others ! thus endeavoring 
to rob her of that which she probably value* 
much more.

iWe are three things which tho** wbt^ere 
conscious of * tendency to eelf-coneeit would do 
well to remember.

First -That this fault is always moat appar
ent in persons of mean minds and superficial 
acquirements ; a conceited person never can be
come great.

Secondly—That however they may «appose 
this weskr.es» to be concealed within their own 
bosoms, there is no fault that it really so con
spicuous, or that is more impossible to bide from 
the eyes of others.

Thirdly—That it is highly offensive in the 
sight of God, and wholly inimical to moral and 
religious improvement.

Is there any gaudy weed who would fain be
come a sterling flower ? Let such be assured 
that this wish, if prompted by right motives end 
followed up by sincere endeavor*, will not be in 
vain. But let it be remembered that such a 
change can never be effected by merely adopting 
the colors and affecting the attitudes of one. 
This would be but to become an artificial flower 
at best, srithout the grace and fragrance of na
ture. Be rot, then, eatnfied with imitation 

hich, after all, is more laborious and difficult 
than aiming at reality.—Jane Taylor.

Religions Papers.
There are but few laymen in the church who 

do not patronize the secular end political press. 
But more than one half of the membership of 
our churches do not take a weekly religious pa
per. The secular is taken on the score of econo
my. It coats less than the religious paper. The 
matter of Christian principle and duty, with re
ference to themselves and their families, does 
not con e into their ideas of economy. One of 
two things must he inferred—either the secular 
journal is the more congenial companion, or the 
man’s religion is of a very small type. Within 
my own sphere of observation are three cl as see 
of professing Christians. One class are readers 
as well aa patrons of some weekly religious jour
nal. Another class is composed of those who art 
not able to pay for a weekly religious paper. A 
third dies is composed of those who have the 
means, but lack the disposition—too smell end 
penurious to provide for themselves or families 
the nutriment of religious growth. The second 
class has but few in number. The third class is 
larger than either.

Their relative worthy in the church and to the 
church is plain to be s#en- Upon the first else* 
devolves almost the entire work of the whole. 
Were it not for the first one, church meetings 
would be such only in name ; benevolence, a 
principle revealed but not practised, end frith 
dead for lack of works. Such religions econo
mists rent the cheapest pewe, if any—subscribe 
the smallest sums, if any, for the gospel at home 

.broad—take the cheapest paper without re
ference to its real value—attend the fewest meet
ings—do the least praying—are the least reliable 
and furnish more grumbling than all others put 
together.—New York Evangelist.

which fall from their master’s table r He than 
set silent for a minute; sod looked towards the 
farmer. But as the roagh man made no mo
tion, Mr. Moffat repeated the verse, and while 
he did so, fixed hie dark «ye full upon his host. 
StiH the «ran. Ml eUeat, rad did sot mam to be 
moved. A third time therefore Mr. Moffat, 
turned toward him, sad looking him full to the 
face, repeated the words “ yet the dogs eat of 
the crumbs which fell from their matter’s table/ 
At once the firmer roared oat, " Stop t I can 
stand it no longer !" sad then added, “ Cell to 
the Hottentot* ! Call to the Hottentots !”

In e short time the large room was filled with 
each a congregation as every Missionary desires 
to see, end such ea Mr. Moffat delighted to ad- 

i. They were poor, and neglected, and ig
norent, end «inftil, end lest ; just those that the 
Lord Jesus Christ came to seek and te save. 
That was a strange sight, and, had some of oar 
readers seen it, they would have both smiled end 
wept it what they raw. Seated upon the floor 
of that greet room, or leaning against the well, 
these poor creature* stared, and grinned, and 
wondered. Never before bed they been gather
ed into that greet room to be addressed as mor
tal beings, end invited to enter the way to hea
ven. Whet Mr. Moffat «aid to them we cannot 
tell yoe, more than this, that he tried to explain 
as plainly as he eould, whet they must do to be 
saved.

On the following morning the Missionary 
srent on his journey, and it was a long time be
fore he hid occasion to travel that road again. 
At length duty celled him there, and as he drew 
near to the farm-house where he had formerly 
lodged, be saw a Hottentot woman working in 
a field close by. Suddenly she ceased to work, 
and stood looking earnestly toward him. Then 
she threw down her hoe, ran to the spot where 
he was, flung herself upon the ground, claspecf 
his knees, and begin to weep end sob, and, at 
the same time, to express her thankfulness and 
joy. Mr. Moffat wee surprised. He could not 
tell what all thil meant, and for a time the poor 
woman was too much excited to tell him. At 
length she became more calm, and then she 
called to his remembrance the service he had 
held in her master's bouse, and told him that 
•he end her husband were among the ignorant 
Hottentot* to whom he then preached, that the 
word of God bed entered their hearts, and that 
from that day they bad been walking together 
in the path to heaven.

The Hottentots and the Dogs.
Many of our readers know that the Hotten

tots of Souih Africa were formerly very badly 
treated by some of the Dutch farmers, who held 
them as slaves, or employed them as laborers. 
At that time there were no schools for the old or 
young among them, and, except the Missiona
ries, but few cared for their souls. Indeed, 
many thought, or pretended to think, that a 
Hottentot had no soul; that he was little, if 
anything, better than the brutes that perish, 
Mr. Moffat once met with a striking instance of 
ibis. He wus travelling in South Africa, when 
towards evening, he went to the house of a 
Hutch farmer and asked for a night's lodging, 
litis rt quest was granted, and he at once made 
himself .t home with the stranger. After a short 
tune the farmer and his wife learned that thetr 
visitor was a minister, and, as the Dutch pro
fess some respect for the form, at least of godli
ness, Mr. Moffat proposed to bold a religious 
service with the family. To this the farmer 
agreed, and the preparations for it were soon 
made. A great Dutch Bible with heavy brass 
clasps, and which, it is feared, was not often 
opened, was placed upon the top of a long table 
in a very large room, and a lighted candle by 
which to read iu Mr. Moffat took hi* seat be
fore the Bible, with the farmer on his right hand, 
aod the farmer’s wife on his left. Below them, 
on both sides of the table, were grown up sons 
and daughters and other members of the family. 
All seemed now to be ready, and everybody ex
pected that Mr. Moffat would begin. But he 
was not satisfied. lie knew that, besides those 
who sat before him, there many Hottentot la
borers on the farm, who never heard the name 
of Jesus, and to whom he was resolved, if pos
sible, to preach the Gospel of salvation. But 
how to get tnetn into the room he did not quite 
know, lie resolved, however, to try. So, in
stead of beginning to read the Bible, he leaned 
forward, and seemed as if he was straining bit 
eyes to see something in the distant and dark 
parts of the room. After a little the farmer no
ticed this movement, and asked Mr. Moffat what 
be was looking for. “ O !” said the Missionary, 
•« I was only looking for the Hottentots.” In a 
moment a frown gathered upon the farmer’s 
brow, his lip curled as if to show his contempt, 
and then, in a loud, rough, harsh tone, he said : 
“ Hottentots, is it, you want ? Hottentots ! 
Call in the dogs! Call in the dogs!” This 
would have upset some men, but Mr. Moffat was 
prepared for it, as he knew well that many, like 
this farmer, thought that Ministers might just 
as well preach to dogs as Hottentots. With 
out, therefore, using any arguments of his own, 
he opened the Bible at the fifteenth chapter of 
Matthew, and read, with as much force and so
lemnity as he could, the twenty-seventh verse 
I* Truth, Lord : yet (ht dogs eat of the crumb*

Biot in China.
Rev. C. R. Martin, one of the principal suf

ferers, gives the following account of it :
I came home from the Ming Kang about seven 

o’clock in the evening. The mob then were 
pulling down Wolfe's Chapel Mrs. Martin had 
heard what the mob were doing, end had sent 
the Coolie after me, fearing something had hap
pened to me. Tea wee waiting, but J did not 
feel like eating. I tried to be composed, and 
shoe quiet Mrs. Martin's fears. I was soon 
called to the door by some one, I think Easy 
end was told that the mob threatened to oome 
and pull down my house. I told my boye not 
to let Mrs. Martin hear this, end raid there was 
no danger of the mob arming. Mrs. Martin 
proposed that we have prayers and go to bed.
I read a psalm end prayed, but did not dars to 
manifest thst I feared an attack. After prayers 
word came again that the mob were coming. 1 
went beck to the bed-room end found Mrs. Mar
tin preparing for bed. Both the children were 
sleeping, unconscious of their father’s anxiety. 
But I must now tell Mrs. Martin of what I feared, 
end persuade her to keep up e while longer. 
She, seeing my fears, now began to be afraid, 
end proceeded to gather up the children’s clothes 
and pat them in a satchel, while I went to the 
back part of the house end made * hole through 
the wall leading into the court of a Tamest tem
ple, so thst here we might make our exist in 

the mob broke into the house. 1 bed no 
sooner done ibis, yes, while in the act, I heard 
the mob coming up the bill, with fearful impre
cations and the vilest language on their tongues. 
The next moment stones and missiles came bang
ing against the veranda blinds in rapid succes
sion. In ten minutes they had broken down the 
large yard-gate, end rushing into the yard com
menced smashing in the glass doors and win
dows of my house. While the mob were thus 
making an entrance into my house, I was getting 
my wife end still sleeping babes out by » secret 
way, which was no easy work. From the open
ing 1 had made in the wall to the ground below 
was some ten or fifteen leeU The light I had 
was dim, and there was fear of losing that. How 
to get down was (Se question. I first jumped 
down, then looking about found an old Chinese 
rickety table. This I placed for one step. Look
ing further I espied an old form or seat, which I 
placed on top of the table. I then took the 
children from their mother’s arms one at a time, 
wrapped up in bed-clothes, and placed them on 
the ground. I then helped Mrs. Martin down 
with some difficulty, but safely. I then went 
and spoke to the priests, who appeared more 
frightened than myself, and aeked if they would 
show me to a private room with my family aod 
the little clothing I had brought. They readily 
acceded to my request, and told us we need not 
fear, aa no one would look for us thete. Having 
secreted my own family I next went to look alter 
Mrs. Smith, but found she had already gone to 
a neighboring Chinese house. AU this while I 
could hear the mob furiously at work in my 
house. It was yell end smash, end smash and 
yell. They cried " find the huang kiangs, ex
pose them, violate them,” and roch like. After 
they had been at their work ol destruction end 
plunder for an interval of e half or three quar
ters of an hour, the back district magistrate came 
and drove the mob ewey, but left no one to watch 
the premise*. As soon as the mob had dispersed 
1 took e lantern and went beck to my own house, 
end found *U the parlor doors end windows 
broken to pieces, and everything gone or de
stroyed, and the same in the dining-room, and 
many articles gone from the guest-room. Find
ing quiet again restored, 1 got my family back 
again into the aleeptrg-roomi. The children 
slept on. I was too much overcome to do any
thing, with a deep gashing gratitude to God that 
he had raved eU our lives. The spoiling of my 
goods I cared not for ; if ell had gone no matter, 
so long aa life and health were secure. But 
while my soul iras filled with praise I heard noises 
in the street ; it sounded as if the mob wee re
turning again. I told Mrs. Martin I thought 
tiny were coming, and we began to make ready

to leave the bout_ again. It did aot rasa p 
sible for me to get my family down that steep 
again ; my strength was gone. I preyed for 
strength, end resolved to do it But soon the 
sounds died away, end we lay down with our 
clothes onto get a little slumber, bo* every little 
sound would alarm afresh, and drive sleep from 
our eyelid1, and so we waited with trembling 
anxiety till morning should come aod we could 
leave the city. I have thus briefly written our 
own experience. When I compare it with whet 
the native Christian» suffered at East-street I 
f-el I had better keep silence. Oar trials cannot 
he compared with theirs. Thera life trials will, 
I hope, make us better, and prepare ua for a 
more glorious inheritance hereafter.”

General
The Lecturer and Preacher.

A BEL CRD THE LECTURES.
Even so far back as this, ere find the «souri

ais for an eetimtee of the function of the preach
er as compared with that of the lecturer. Let 
Abelard represent the lecturer—and he we* t 
lecturer of shorn no modern platform speaker 
can be ashamed. Let Savonarola represent the 
preacher—and he was a preacher with whom 
the noblest modern prophet will deem it an ho
nor to be compared. Abelard was the model 
speaker of the platform, the ideal talker to the 
peopl- on popular themes. His mind was abund
antly stored with the knowledge needful to his 
celling. He was e close, vigorous, intense 
thinker, an affluent and brilliant orator. Of 
himself, he said that he preferred the strife of 
disputations to the trophies of war ; and he car
ried iu his disputation the spirit of conquest that 
marks the warrior. He talked for victory. Hie 
object was to get the popular applause. To 
compass that object he strained hie wonderful 
faculties to the utmost. All Pari* was moved 
to hear him, and the people from the adjacent 
dietricU crowded to hie school From distant 
lends the multitude came over the vague end 
difficult roads, braving the danger* and toils of 
the journey. Even Rome sent her children to 
hear him. In the later periods of hie career, 
when in outcast from the great cities and from 
the society of well-reputed men, he repaired to 
the solitary places, end making a stone hie plat
form, spoke to ai many as his fame for misfor
tune, for eloquence, genius might attract The 
crowd followed him to hia retirement The 
caves around were made lodgings, y The hill
sides and fields were covered with booths and 
huts. A colony grew about the speaker. The 
enthusiasm was prodigious ; but it was enthusi
asm of the intellect The heart was not moved, 
nor wee the conscience quickened or the life re
formed. The themes dealt srith were the mat
ters of philosophy which exercised the subtile 
wit of the time, questions in metaphysics end 
theology. He gave notice to the inarticulate 
doubt of the age. He brought to wlf-eoneci- 
ousnese the dumb, brooding, restless reason 
which was beginning to have a sense of it* owe 
rights, end was beginning to feel out for itself 
the dim and perilous rosy which led through old 
credulity into the field of independent truth. 
One of the most popular of our modern lectur
ers, whose fame is as great now on the ehore* of 
the Pacific aa it was formerly on the shores of 
the Atlantic, spoke in all our great cities to 
overflowing and delighted audiences on “ Sub
stance and Show.” Substance and show was 
also the topic on which Abelard dilated in 
Paris, and on the ground afterward hallowed by 
the Chapel of the Paraclete. His masterly pow
ers of analysis, his daring speculation, hia bril
liant development and antithesis, his skillful 
combinations and generalizing*, hie charm of 
diction and intense fervor of mental excitement, 
carried people away si effectually as they have 
done since. But the joy which Abelard felt and 
imparted was joy of the brain. He bad no pur
pose to bless the poor, to comfort the afflicted, 
to reclaim the erring, to recover the lost The 
despot did not fear him. The worldling did not 
quail before him. The wicked neither fell at 
his feet in penitence or gnashed at him in rage. 
Hu was persecuted si a rationalist, not as a re
former. He was banished on account of hie al
leged infidelity to the creed, not on account of 
hie unquestionable fidelity to conscience. True, 
in hie years of sadness, when hit spirit was 
softened by suffering and chastened by a sense 
of quiet, be sternly rebuked the lax and lasci
vious morals of the monks with whom be sought 
refuge ; but this was an incidental passage in 
bis career. The spirit of moral rebuke did aot 
animate any more his public discourses nor en
ter as an element into hia public designs. To 
the last he ta,ked for victory in the realm ot 
thought, not for sway in the realm of virtue. 
All honor to the bold thinker end undaunted 
speaker—the founder of philosophy in the Mid
dle Age, the prince of rationalism, the superb 
talker, through whose tongue the dormant intel
lect of the generation found swift and copions 
utterance. But a sigh for his shame and sin ; a 
tear for his memory. He did what was in him 
to do ; and he did no more, because with such 
power as he had no more was to be done. 
Greater demanded greater endowment

SAVORAkULA THE BREACHES.

And here comes Savonarola, lbs preacher, to 
do that greeter work. He employe the rams in
struments—the human speech, the face, the eye, 
the gesture, the majestic force of presence—but 
employe them them to what different effect be
cause using them with what different purpose. 
There was a genuine prophet of the soul We 
are concerned with him now «imply as a preacher, 
end therefore we shell ray nothing about hia life, 
u we said nothing about the life of Abelard. 
The direction, point power of the worl is the 
thing which concerns us ; end by hie words 1m 
shall be judged. Hear him : he is inveighing 
against the corruptions of Rome :

Whet is Babylon but Rome ? Babylon 
confusion. There ia not in the world greater 
oonfueionof crimes and all sorts of iniquity show 
at Rome. Since they have mads it e dwelling 
for harlots, God will made it * stable for swine 
and horses.

The pillars of the Church ere east down to the 
earth, and evangelical doctrine is heard no more. 
The gold of the temple ie gone ; the true divine 
wisdom which enlightens and gladdens the heart. 
The roof of the Church has fallen in. In the 
storm and the whirlwind are swept away the de
vout priest» and princes who adorn the bride of 
Jesus. The binding lime and mortar fail

his pomp end worldly ends, end the sin of the 
devil’s children is doubled t for they pride them 
wives in their deed, end boast that they have 
«rade broad the wry of the Christian life. Con
ing end swearing take with them the piece of 
manly courage. Prodigality they esteem libe
rality ; fraud upon their neighbor, laudable pru
dence ; self-revenge, honor ; ostentation, virtue. 
In the primitive Church the chalices were of 
weed, rad the prelates ot gold t ia ear days the 
Chilian an of gold end the prelates of wood. 
A greet prelate of this stamp once showed to 
Sl Thom** Aquinas a huge wrab-btain full of 
ducat*, and said, “ See here, Master Thomas, 
the Church can no more say, with St- Peter.
‘ Silver and gold have I none.’ ” “ Tree,' re» 
ponded Thomas ; •' but neither can «he say,1 Is 
the name of Jesus Christ, Kind up and walk.’ ”

This man had no wonderful arts of oratory ; 
but be drew the people to him by the heart
strings, and held them by the conscience till t hey 
heard all he had to say. The cloister of San 
Marco, when he first preached, was so beset by 
the thronging multitude, that the vast doors ol 
the Flonntine cathedral irere thrown open, and 
the voie* of the preacher rang through its im
mense specs*. The entranced crowd covered 
the floor, hung black on every patch end coigns 
of vantage, end sent back from thousands cl 
burning eyes the glances which flashed from the 
orbe of the impassioned prophet. His appeei 
is ewer to first principles. He lays hit long Ijp. 
ger on the golden rule, and mikes it the mea
sure of all practice in Church and in State, ia 
private end in public affairs. Florence is virtu
ally ruled from the pulpit of the Duomo. The 
word of God, quick, powerful, and sharper than 
a two-edged sword, clove the Prince of the World 
from crown to breast-bone, end sent his vicious 
imps trooping from the city. Savonarola was a 
•mall, spare men ; but he had back of him the 
moral force of humanity. As the soft candle 
penetrate* the two-inch plank like an iron ball 
when driven by the force of gunpowder, as the 
viewless air compressed by the whining cannon- 
shot prostrates the man, as the wad from a rifle- 
barrel does the work of the bullet, so this frsil 
voice, propelled by the force cf a great convic
tion, fell like * thunder-stone on priest and 
prince ; even on princes like Loremo the Mag
nificent, end on priests like Alexander VI. This 
prophet is greater than the extent Church. lie 
ia greet as the extent Christendom.

Loremo tries to silence him by princely con
descensions ; hut he retorts, “ The good dog 
always barks in order to defend hie master’s 
house, and if a robber offer him a hone or the 
like, he pushes it aside, and barks on." The 
Pope condemn» hie conduct, and cites him to 
Rome.

“ If the commanda of superiors contend with 
the divine decrees,” thunders the preacher, “ no 
one is bound by the letter to observe the former ; 
nay, in that case, the observance would lie sin. 
Should the Church command anything against 
the law of love, then ray 1, Thou art not the 
Roman Church, nor a shepherd of it, but a 
men, and dost err......................................

“ If this power of the Church be indeed de
structive or ruinous, it is no eccieeiraticsl, but * 
hellish power of Satan. I tell you when they 
maintain concubines, catamites, and roblirri, en
deavor to hinder the Christian life, it is a devilish 
power that we must resist. I defend the Romish 
Church end the Christian doctrine against that 
hellish power of Satan.”

There was a torch to carry into those cham
bers of imagery where the elder* were bowing 
before profane idols. As if it did not flame high 
enough, or throw it beams ovsr a wide enough 
•pec*, the elders seitsd it, end lifted it up on a 
scaffold, and piled fagots around it, and made a 
flame which lit up all Italy and Germany and 
France. For two hundred years Florence re
membered the martyrdom of Savonarola. The 
Church that rejected him was glad to take him 
back victorious in death. A Dominican opposed 
him ; the Dominican order asked for him an 
admission among the saints. A pope txcommu- 
niceted him ; a pope favored his canonization. 
Michel Angelo spread his inspiration over the 
walls of Six tine Chapel Rifaelle honored him 
with a place in hie most famous fresco, among 
the gr. at doctors of the Church. Luther gave 
him rank with the holy witnesses ot reform, 
humanity gives him a place among its benefac
tors.—Christian Examiner.

Take warning,then, and have nothing to do with 
the theatre» Avoid it as one of the avenues to 
the broad road which leedeth to destruction. 
Run not with the multitude to do evil Be not 
thrown off your guard, and enticed to sin, by be
ing directed to some who have never been injur
ed by such amusements. Would it be any 
inducement to you to venture near a laxoretto, to 
he pointed to some person who had breathed an 
Atmosphere tainted with the plague without re
ceiving the infection ? * * * The most vir
tuous and moral cannot, I am sure, escape all 
harm. Even they must have their mental purity 
injured, and thetr imagination corrupted : they 
most acquire a greater and greater utstaate for 
religion, and irreverence towards God : but to 
young ;ieopie, and to young men especially, the 
dang -r is greater than 1 can describe ; to them 
ike doors ol the theatre are as the jaws of the 
devouring boa.—Hannah More.

Uliuistmal

Bev. Dr. Caird on Novel Beading.
It ia a painful pathos to a sentimental youth 

to pass from sighing with Romeo to serving out 
tea and sugar to old women over a counter,— 
from fancying himself a knight in black mail, 
crushing like » storm on bis rival on the lists, arm 
shouting “ Dcedecbado to the resue !"’ to feeling 
himself s junior clerk or a man of business whose 
highest function is to be familiar with the price 
of pig iron, the tare on tallow, or the drawback 
on rum and molasses. It is amazingly more easy 
for a languid, feeble-minded, fine lady to be el 
the morning eu a sofa, in a flutter of slum sen ti

nt, over the preternatural amiabilities and 
laek-a-daiaical sorrows of Paul Dombey or Little 
Nell, than to get up and teach her own real live 
child to spell b, u, double f, buff ; just as in the 
same way, if we descend from the drawing room 
to the kitchen, Betty the cook or Mary the house
maid, thee* days of the march of intellect, deems 
it most aggravating to their feelings to be torn 
away by the summons of the bell from the love 
of that fascinating bkndit chief, or to be lorced by 
an approaching tup to shove the •• Corsltir.e 
Bride," or “ The sorrows of a Forsaken One,'1 
under s duster end begin to clean knives and 
scour sauce-pans.—Lecture to QUugow Y. it. C. 
Association.

From the Northwestern Christum Advocate.

Classical Study among Young 
Ministers.

Many a minister has felt obliged to enter on 
hia work without the benefit of classical attain
ments. They teel their wants, and would often 
resolve to set aside a portion of each Jay for the 
study of the classics and the Hebrew language, 
if only they could have the proper books and 
occasional instruction. Some among them have 
an aptitude for such studies, and can perhaps 
succeed quite well without a teacher. To such 
l would make the following suggestion* «u to 
books :

L The Latin Language. No one can pro
perly estimate the value of good attainment * in 
this. Get Andrews* Latin Lessons ; masier this 
first. It contains the elements of Etymology 
and Syntax with exercises, copious reading les
sons, and a sufficient lexicon. The numbers to 
sections are made to correspond with the sec
tions on the same subject in tfie larger Grammy 
preparing the student to become easily acquaint
ed with that when he comes to it, which is the 
next book in order, with Hanson’s Preparatory 
Latin Prose Book. This contains a good pact 
respectively of Sallust, Ctcnar, and Cicero, with 
copious notes, and a lexicon. These three books 
make a sufficient apparatus with which the young 
minister can obtain a useful amount of this no
ble 5 language. More than this, if thoroughly 
studied would, of course, be much better. Bqt 
a complete mastery of these will help one most 
materially to understand better our own lan
guage and furnish besides invaluable discipline.

11. Greek. Get HarknesP First Greek Book, 
then Owen’s Xenophon’s Anabasis (latest edi
tion), with Hadley’s Greek Grammar, and Lid
dell and Scott’s Lexicon. Follow up the course 
laid down in these with great thoroughness, then 
read Homer’s 1 Iliad and the New Testament j 
carefully observing how the language of the Tes
tament varies in lexical peculiarities from all the 
others. Continue the Greek Testament with 
Xenophon’s Memorabilia and Thucydides. There 
are but few who hare aptness enough to accom
plish well all this work in Greek, by themselves 
alone ; but it is to that few that 1 advise this ex
tent of reading, as preparatory to an apprecia
tive study of the Exegesis of the Greek Scrip
tures. For this, indeed, there cannot be too 
much knowledge of the Greek classics. It is a 
very great mistake that young ministers make 
in supposing a little knowledge sufficiently pre
pares one to study successfully the Greek classics, 
it is a very.great mistake thst young minister» 
make in supposing a little knowledge sufficiently 
prepares ojue to study successfully the Greek 
Testament. What 1 have suggested, is the ut
most that one alone couiu be expected to do i 
otherwise, 1 should add considerably to the list.

When one is well grounded iu tne classical 
lemenis, he may unite the study of New les* 

lament Grammar with his Greek Testament 
reading*, using Winer or Troiioge as me text
books ; and study Alford and h.ücote as the 
best specimens in English of good exegetis a! 
commentary. Never lire of studying the Greek 
testament. Learn to think in its word* and 
idioms. Become familiar with the differences of 
style of all its writers. More>ud better the
ology will be gained in this way —with other 
systematic readings—than in any other.

ill. Hebrew. Few persons can get more 
than a smaller mg of this language by attempts 
at the unassisted study of iu bull it is always 
worth the trial, if the person has ordinary powers 
in acquiring the L>tin and Greek alone. Thêta 
are several works professing “ to make HebrèW 
easy,” but the best apparatus that i have seen 
for this is “ the Hebrew student's Manual,” 
published by Bagsler A Sons, London. It con
tains Trageilee’ Heads of Hebrew Grammar ; a 
series of Hebrew reading lessons minutely ana
lysed ; the book of the Psalms with interlinear 
translations ; and a copious lit brew-English 
Lexicon to the entire Scriptures. The grammar 
of this corresponds best with Gesemus* full 
Hebrew Grammar. A Hebrew Bible and Ro
binson's Lexicon then coned lutes hia complete 
apparatus.

The Theatre.
I do not hesitate for a moment, to pronounce 

the theatre to b* one of the broadest avenues 
that lead* to destruction ; fascinating, no doubt, 
it is, but on that account the more delu.ive and 
th* more dangerous. Let * young man once 
acquire a taste for this species of entertainment, 
and he is in imminent danger of becoming a lost 
character, rushing upon hie ruin. All the evil» 

*n waste hi* property, corrupt bis morels 
hie reputation, impair hia health, embitter 

hi* life, rad destroy hia soul lurk in the theatre. 
Vie*, in every form, lives and moves, and hat iu 
being there. Myriads hare cursed the hour 
when they first exposed tbemeelres to the con
tamination of th* stage. Light aod darkness 
ere not more opposed to each other, than the Bi
ble rad the play book. It the one be good, the 
other most be eriL If the Scriptures are to be 
obeyed, the theatre must be avoided. The only 
way to justify the «tags, as it is, as

Memorandum for Time of Confer
ence.

Some yean ago I wrote the following rules 
for my own conduct daring Ute time of the oon- 
teiencs, but never let any one see them till this 
conference. When I showed them to Mr. Ben
ton, he said they ought to be put m the Minutes, 
for générai good. 1 intended reading them first, 
but in the multipliatyof business forgot it. But 
as the preachers to whom I showed them were 
all of the same mind, that they ought to be 
printed, I have ventured to comply with their 
desire :

1. Be tender of the character of every brother, 
but keep at the utmost distance from counte
nancing tin.

2. Say nothing in the conference but wha( ia 
strictly necessary and to the point.

3. If accused by any one remember recrimi
nation is no acquittance, therefore avoid it.

4. Beware ol impatience of contradiction | be 
firm, hut be open to conviction. The cause ia 
God’s, and he needs not the hands of an Car ah 
to support hia uk. The being too tenacious of 
a point because you brought it forward is only

tbTwalU of thTchurcTare •••S.rminZT Tfo I b*,n> » h ie ever likely to be, i* to condemn the I feeding itself! Be quite easy it * majority decide 
revenue* of th* Church *n devoted to petjehe-jBibte—the ram* individual cannot defend both. |«**i“»t 700»
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